
Inspection of The Butterfly Patch
St John's Church Hall, Copse Road, COBHAM, Surrey KT11 2TW

Inspection date: 18 December 2019

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children are looked after by a very caring and nurturing staff team. Staff 
demonstrate a genuine enthusiasm and passion for their work with children. They 
have a high expectation for each child and all children thrive in their care. 

Children are highly motivated to join in the excellent range of activities on offer. 
They benefit from the staff's excellent teaching skills, which ignite their curiosity 
and inspire them to learn. Children experience a language- and sensory-rich 
learning environment. Staff join in with children's play, providing a narrative as 
they explore and experiment. As toddlers explore beads filled with water, staff 
question which are 'light', 'small', 'heavy' and 'large'. As children prepare lunch for 
each other, staff ask them to describe what pasta shells look and feel like. Children 
use their emerging speaking skills to describe shells as 'bumpy' and they 'live on 
the beach'. 

Children demonstrate an exceptional understanding of how to manage their 
behaviour. Many children manage to resolve disputes independently and others do 
so with minimal support from staff. Children consistently display excellent 
behaviour due to well-established boundaries and rules. Staff teach children to be 
kind, show compassion and respect others. The exceptional staff team creates an 
extremely happy and harmonious atmosphere throughout the nursery. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager uses a wide variety of extremely effective ways to manage staff 
performance to maintain the quality of teaching at the highest level. She skilfully 
targets staff's individual professional development opportunities to extend their 
knowledge and skills even further. For example, staff have researched a range 
of teaching methods to support girls' learning in science and mathematics. Girls 
have been highly inquisitive in scientific activities such as colour change. 

n Staff observe, assess and plan meticulously for what children need to learn next 
and they ensure that children take part in activities that challenge and extend 
their learning. For example, older children work together to create an igloo in 
outdoor play. Together they problem solve how to erect a white sheet to create 
their igloo. This problem solving prepares them extremely well for their future 
success.                

n Toddlers show high levels of concentration and perseverance, such as when 
they build igloos using sugar cubes. Staff place real food items in pretend play 
and children notice the weight of a tin of tuna when they share with their 
friends, making comments such as, 'oh, this is really heavy'. Together they 
explore how Brussels sprouts are attached to stalks. Staff ask questions that 
help children build on what they know about vegetables and share their 
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favourites. 
n Babies show extremely high levels of curiosity as they explore an excellent range 

of sensory play items. They show great delight as they scoop up and drop 
glitter, smell vanilla in play dough and feel coffee beans, under the close 
supervision of staff. They smile warmly at staff which demonstrates they feel 
very safe and secure in their care. 

n Children have wonderful opportunities to develop a strong understanding of who 
they are. For example, staff responded rapidly when one young child used small 
plastic tongs to straighten their hair in pretend play. When staff question if 
parents do this at home the child smiles in recognition. Staff provided a mirror 
and talked to children about their families and their home-life experiences. This 
helps children gain extremely high levels of self-esteem. 

n Staff keep parents very well informed of their children's daily experiences and 
development. Regular newsletters let parents know which activities and events 
have been planned for the coming weeks. This enables parents to be deeply 
involved in their children's learning. Parents welcome the activity packs provided 
which help them to support their children's learning at home.

n Children have excellent opportunities to develop early literacy skills. Older 
children write for a purpose, such as when they research words linked to 
Christmas and then choose to write these freely. Young children thoroughly 
enjoy story times and staff skilfully use books to extend and challenge their 
learning during activities. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers are highly committed to keeping children safe. Staff complete regular 
child protection training. They read a wealth of safeguarding literature, conduct 
online research and discuss and analyse real child protection cases in team 
meetings. This helps to keep their knowledge of the wider issues of safeguarding 
current. Staff confidently identify possible indicators of abuse and refer to relevant 
agencies as required. The provider ensures that she follows robust safer 
recruitment procedures to ensure that staff caring for children are, and remain, 
suitable to do so. All staff receive thorough training to secure their understanding 
of their roles and responsibilities. Extremely detailed risk assessments and the 
excellent deployment of staff safeguard children's well-being. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY552206

Local authority Surrey

Inspection number 10130888

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 to 4

Total number of places 34

Number of children on roll 50

Name of registered person Childrens Day Care Company Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901104

Telephone number 07878114630

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The Butterfly Patch registered in 2017 and operates from St John's Church Hall in 
Cobham, Surrey. The nursery employs 10 members of staff. Of these, one staff 
member is qualified to degree level. Six other staff hold relevant childcare 
qualifications at level 3. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, for 51 weeks of 
the year. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6.30pm. The nursery provides funded 
early education children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Janet Thouless
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Inspection activities

n The inspector completed a learning walk and joint observation with the 
manager.

n The inspector observed the quality of education during activities and assessed 
the impact this has on children's learning. 

n The inspector held meetings with the manager and sampled documentation, 
such as safeguarding procedures and proof of staff suitability. 

n The inspector spoke with staff and children at suitable times during the 
inspection. 

n Several parents and grandparents spoke to the inspector. In addition, parents' 
written feedback was taken into consideration. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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