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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Pupils are well cared for at this nurturing school. Staff put high emphasis on pupils’ 
well-being and encourage pupils to live out the school’s motto to ‘be the best you 
can’. Staff help pupils to keep going even if they find something tricky. For example, 
pupils know how to use their ‘learning Bs’ if they get stuck, such as looking back at 
what they have learned previously or asking a buddy. They understand that this 
helps them to become more confident and independent.  
 
Pupils enjoy sharing their achievements, for example in sport or the arts. Pupils told 
us, ‘Everyone has a talent and can do something well.’ Pupils are friendly and 
respectful. From Nursery to Year 6, they get along well with each other. Bullying is 
rare, and staff deal with it effectively if it happens.  
 
Leaders and staff establish positive relationships with families so that parents know 
the school’s high expectations and understand how to support their children’s 
learning at home. Parents and carers told us that staff at Tanners Wood are a 
‘fabulous team’. Everyone is rightly proud of how well pupils behave and achieve in 
their learning. 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
The headteacher and deputy headteacher provide strong leadership. Governors and 
staff share their determination that all pupils are happy, safe and learn well.  
Leaders have strengthened the quality of education throughout the school. Along 
with teachers and governors, they think carefully about what they want pupils to 
learn and how best to make this happen. Leaders are keen that the curriculum is 
right for all pupils, but do not always make sure that tasks are well matched to all 
pupils.  
 
Staff work well together to make sure that pupils develop their learning in a 
structured way. The teaching plans in reading, mathematics, science and history set 
out what pupils need to learn and in what order. Teachers make sure that pupils 
remember previous learning and use this to develop new knowledge and skills. Plans 
for learning in other subjects such as geography, computing and art are in place, 
but the knowledge and skills that pupils need to learn are not so clearly identified. 
 
Reading is a high priority. Leaders recognise it helps pupils to succeed in other 
subjects. Teachers and teaching assistants are well trained to teach phonics. Most 
pupils gain the skills they need to become fluent readers by the end of Year 6. Any 
pupils who begin to fall behind are given extra support to help them to catch up 
quickly. Older pupils talk confidently about their favourite authors.  
 
Staff expect pupils to listen and concentrate in lessons. Pupils respond positively. 
They follow instructions and settle to tasks as soon as their teachers ask them to.  
 
Pupils develop their personal and social skills effectively. By the end of Year 6 they 
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are well prepared for secondary school. There are many opportunities to support 
pupils’ personal development and make sure that they experience the world beyond 
their own community. Leadership roles and fundraising events help pupils consider 
how important their behaviour and actions are to others. Sensitive issues, such as 
knife crime, are dealt with in an age-appropriate way. Attendance and punctuality 
have improved across the school. 
 
Leaders have high ambitions for pupils with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities (SEND). Leaders use the advice and expertise of external specialists to 
identify and plan the right support. They also work closely with teachers, pupils and 
parents to make sure that the help each pupil receives enables them to achieve well. 
 
Children in early years make a great start. In both the Nursery and Reception 
classes, staff help children to learn new words and talk in sentences. They plan 
interesting and fun activities to make sure that children grasp early reading and 
mathematical skills. Children enjoy learning about others and the world around 
them. Staff take good care of children and make sure that they are safe. Staff also 
encourage children to become more independent, for example by getting children to 
add their name to the ‘register’ board when they arrive at school and organise their 
own snack time.  
 
Leaders support staff effectively. They provide training to improve teaching and are 
considerate of staff workload, especially over the past few years of raised 
expectations. Staff are positive about the professional development they receive. 
They are a motivated and supportive team. They know what they do well and are 
keen to make their teaching even better.  
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
All appropriate checks are made when recruiting staff. Systems and procedures to 
keep children safe are well known to staff. Staff receive regular, high-quality training, 
including around particular issues that are present in the local community. Staff 
report any concerns they have about pupils confidently and quickly. Leaders take 
prompt action, working with external agencies to ensure that pupils’ needs are met 
effectively. The family support worker builds positive relationships with vulnerable 
pupils and their families. This helps to improve pupils’ attendance and experience of 
school life. Pupils are taught how to keep themselves safe, including when online. 
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 
 

(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 

 
 The school’s curriculum is sufficiently well planned and sequenced in reading, 

writing, mathematics and most foundation subjects. Leaders are in the process of 
improving the curriculum plans for subjects such as computing and art, where the 
sequence of knowledge and skills for pupils to learn successfully is not as securely 
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in place.  

 In subjects other than reading, writing and mathematics, leaders need to make 
sure that teaching enables all pupils to achieve their best. In particular, they need 
to make sure that tasks and experiences are adapted to meet the needs of 
disadvantaged pupils so that any gaps in their knowledge and understanding are 
addressed. 
 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View 
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 
If you’re not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 117178 

Local authority Hertfordshire 

Inspection number 10099536 

Type of school Primary 

School category Community 

Age range of pupils 3 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 440 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Co-Chairs of governing body Amanda Huggett and Paul Fuller 

Headteacher Parv Qureshi 

Website www.tannerswood.herts.sch.uk 

Date of previous inspection 23 January 2019 

 

Information about this school 
 
 The school is larger than the average-sized primary school.  

 Most pupils are White British.  

 The school has a part-time Nursery class and two full-time Reception classes 
within the early years provision.  

 The school runs a breakfast club, called ‘Munch Bunch’.  

 

Information about this inspection 
 
We carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005. 
 
 As part of this inspection, inspectors held meetings with the headteacher, the 

deputy headteacher, who is also the designated safeguarding leader, and the 
special educational needs coordinator. Inspectors also met with the English, 
mathematics, science, history, geography and computing leaders; the office 
manager; and a group of teachers, including those who are newly qualified, to 
discuss the impact of the support they receive from leaders. 

 The lead inspector met with the co-chairs of the governing body and another 
governor. Additionally, the lead inspector had a phone conversation with a local 

http://www.tannerswood.herts.sch.uk/
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authority adviser to discuss their work with the school.  

 The subjects of reading, mathematics, science, geography, history, computing and 
art were considered as part of this inspection. Inspectors spoke to curriculum 
leaders, visited lessons, looked at a range of pupils’ work and met with teachers 
and pupils. Inspectors also observed some pupils reading to staff and talked to 
pupils about their reading habits. 

 Inspectors spoke to pupils informally in class and around the school at breaktimes 
to seek their views about the school. Inspectors attended the school’s breakfast 
club and an assembly. 

 Inspectors scrutinised the school’s website and a range of school documents, 
including the school’s own evaluation, improvement plans, and records about 
behaviour, safeguarding children and attendance. 

 Inspectors considered the 132 responses made by parents to Parent View, 
Ofsted’s online questionnaire, and the 132 responses to Ofsted’s free-text system. 
Inspectors also spoke to some parents at the start of the school day. Additionally, 
inspectors took account of the 21 responses to Ofsted’s online staff survey and 
the 114 responses to Ofsted’s online pupil survey. 

 

Inspection team 

 

Fiona Webb, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector 

Sean Tobin Ofsted Inspector 

Kay Tims Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 

people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 

children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 
child protection. 

 
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 

or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 

or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 

Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 
 

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store Street 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 
T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 

 
© Crown copyright 2019 
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