INSPECTION REPORT

KINGSDOWN NURSERY SCHOOL

Kingsdown Road, Lincoln

LEA area Lincolnshire

Unique reference number: 126562

Headteacher: MrsV Robertson

Reporting inspector: MrsE M D Mackie
23482

Dates of inspection: 19 — 21 November 2001

I nspection number: 230791




Full ingpection carried out under section 10 of the School Inspections Act 1996



© Crown copyright 2002

This report may be reproduced in whole or in part for non-commercia educational purposes, provided
that al extracts quoted are reproduced verbatim without adaptation and on condition that the source
and date thereof are stated.

Further copies of this report are obtainable from the school. Under the School Inspections Act 1996,
the school must provide a copy of this report and/or its summary free of charge to certain categories
of people. A charge not exceeding the full cost of reproduction may be made for any other copies
upplied.



INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Type of schoal:
School category:
Age range of pupils:
Gender of pupils:

School address:

Postcode:

Telephone number:
Appropriate authority:
Name of chair of governors.

Date of previous ingpection:

Nursery
Foundation
3-4
Mixed

Kingsdown Road
Lincoln

LN6 OFB

01522-684335
Lincolnshire County Council
MrsJMcDondd

2-4 February 1998

Kingsdown Nursery School - 4



INFORMATION ABOUT THE INSPECTION TEAM

Team members Area of I_ee_tr_n?ng Asp_egt_ -
responsbilities | responsbilities

23482 | MrseM D Mackie | Registered inspector | Mathematical What sort of school
devel opment isit?
Knowledgeand | The school’sresults
understanding of | and pupils
the world achievements
Physicd How well are pupils
devel opment taught?

How well isthe
school led and
managed?

What should the
school do to
improve further?

15522 | Mr B Morgan Lay ingpector How well doesthe

school carefor its
pupils?

How well doesthe
school work in
partnership with
parents?

23475 | MrsK Tomkins Team ingpector Personal, socid Pupils attitudes,
and emotiona vaues and personal
development development
Communication, | How good are the
language and curricular and other
literacy opportunities
Credtive offered to pupils?
development
Equd
opportunities
Special
educationa needs

Kingsdown Nursery School - 5




The ingpection contractor was.
Staffordshire and Midlands Consortium

The Kingston Centre
Fairway

Stafford

ST16 3TW

Any concerns or complaints about the inspection or the report should be raised with the ingpection
contractor. Complaints that are not satisfactorily resolved by the contractor should be raised with
OFSTED by writing to:

The Complaints Manager

Ingpection Qudity Divison

The Office for Standards in Education
Alexandra House

33 Kingsway

London WC2B 6SE

Kingsdown Nursery School - 6



REPORT CONTENTS

PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT

Information about the school
How good the schoal is
What the school doeswell
What could be improved

How the school has improved since its last ingpection

Standards

Pupils attitudes and vaues

Teaching and learning

Other aspects of the school

How well the schoal isled and managed
Parents and carers' views of the school

PART B: COMMENTARY
HOW HIGH ARE STANDARDS?

The schoal’ s results and pupils achievements

Pupils attitudes, values and persond devel opment

HOW WELL ARE PUPILSTAUGHT?

HOW GOOD ARE THE CURRICULAR AND OTHER

OPPORTUNITIESOFFERED TO PUPILS?

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL CARE FOR ITSPUPILS?

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL WORK IN

PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS?

HOW WELL ISTHE SCHOOL LED AND MANAGED?

WHAT SHOULD THE SCHOOL DO TO IMPROVE FURTHER?

PART C: SCHOOL DATA AND INDICATORS

PART D: THE STANDARDSAND QUALITY OF TEACHING IN
AREASOF THE CURRICULUM, SUBJECTSAND COURSES

Kingsdown Nursery School - 7

Page

12

14

16

17

18

19

21



PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT
INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Kingsdown Nursery School islocated in aresidentia area on the south-western side of Lincoln
which includes owner-occupied and rented public housing. A significant proportion of children are
from families who live some distance away. The socid background of the children’s familiesis
dightly above average compared with most schools. There are 91 children onrall, al of whom
attend part-time. Thereisawide range of atainment when children enter the nursery, but overdl,
atainment is broadly average. The school isunusud netiondly in having very few children from
ethnic minority backgrounds and none who spesks English as an additiond language. Just under
nine per cent of children are on the school’ s register of specia educationa needs for learning,
behaviourd or physicd difficulties. Thisis beow the nationd average and includes a satement of
specid educationd need for physicd disability. There have been five headteachers since the school
opened in 1994. The present headteacher was acting headteacher for ayear and the post was
made permanent in September this year.

HOW GOOD THE SCHOOL IS

Thisis an improving school where children behave very well and attain good standards in persond,
socid and emotiona development, knowledge and understanding of the world and physical
development by the time they are four years old. Standards in communiceation, language and literacy
and in mathematical development, though satifactory, are not as high as they could be. The overal
quality of teaching is good and the nursery nurses make a sgnificant contribution to the teeching of
groups of children. Reationshipsin the school are very good. The recently appointed headteacher
provides good educationd direction for the school. The school gives satisfactory vaue for money.

What the school doeswdll

Standardsin persona and socid and emotiond education, knowledge and understanding of the
world and physical development are above nationd expectations for children of this age.
Children behave very well and relaionships are very good.

The overdl qudity of teaching is good and staff manage the children very well.

The school caresfor the children well and monitors their persond development effectively.
Parents have very posditive views of the school’ s work.

The headteacher provides good educationa direction for the school.

What could beimproved
- Planning is satisfactory but it does not yet fully match the curricular guidance for the Foundetion

Stage (children in nursery and reception classes).
Assessment procedures are satisfactory but they are not aways clearly linked to the ‘ stepping-
gones, or smdl stepsin learning, which lead to the Early Learning God's (nationd
expectations) for the Foundation Stage.
Governors are aware of the need for them to become more involved in schoal issues and to
work more closaly with the headteacher to increase the effectiveness of the school.

The areas for improvement will formthe basis of the governors’ action plan.

HOW THE SCHOOL HASIMPROVED SINCE ITSLAST INSPECTION

The school has made good improvement since the last ingpection in February 1998. The
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increasingly evauative gpproach of the saff and governors gives it the good capacity to continue
with thisimprovement. Children’s behaviour has improved from good to very good. There have
been improvements, from satisfactory to good, in: children’s attainment in knowledge and
understanding of the world, physical development, the qudity of teaching, the school’s provision for
children’s spiritua, moral, socia and cultura development and the headteacher’ s leadership of the
school

In response to key issues raised in the last ingpection, the school has come some way in reviewing
and developing assessment procedures, but there is still some way to go. There are now policies for
the teaching of each of the Sx areas of learning and nationa guidance is used for schemes of work.
Panning is not yet fully matched to the schemes, particularly in communication, language and literacy
and mathematical development. The school now keeps aregister of children who have specid
educationd needs. The spirituad and cultura aspects of children’s development have been extended
and improved. The school has established a system for the performance management of teachers.

STANDARDS

Thereisno nationa comparative information on the attainment of children in nursery schools. Most
children are on course to reach gppropriate levels of attainment in the six nationally recommended
aress of learning by the time they leave the nursery, and more able children are set to exceed them.
Children with specid educationa needs, including those that arise from physicd disability, and those
from ethnic minority groups progress & aSmilar rate to the other children. Children’s attainment is
satisfactory in communication, language and literacy, mathemetica development and creetive
development. Children listen attentively and want to contribute to discussons. In the closaly
directed activities in literacy, mathematics and music, children’s learning is not dways extended as
well asit could be. Children’s atainment isgood in persona, socid and emotiona development,
knowledge and understanding of the world and physica development. Their good progress and
achievement in these three areas of learning is promoted through interesting and stimuleting activities.
Children’ s attainment in information and communication technology (ICT) is above that normaly
seen for their age.

CHILDREN'SATTITUDESAND VALUES

Aspect Comment

Attitudes to the school Good. Children are enthusiagtic, interested and keen to get involved in
activities This has a postive effect on their learning, especidly in
knowledge and understanding of the world.

Behaviour Very good. Children are aware of the impact of their actions on
others and they play happily together. They are friendly and polite and
respond pogtively to gentle reprimands from staff.
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Aspect Comments

Persond development and | Good. The children respond well to the school’ s good provision.
relaionships They work well independently and are sensible as they use equipment.
Children relate well to one another and contribute well to *circletime’,
when they St in acircle and take turns to speak about themsalves and
how they fed.

Attendance Children are not of gtatutory school age and reporting requirements do
not apply.

TEACHING AND LEARNING

Teaching of children:

Sessions seen overdl Good

Inspectors make judgements about teaching in the range: excellent; very good; good; satisfactory; unsatisfactory; poor; very
poor. ‘ Satisfactory’ means that the teaching is adequate and strengths outweigh weaknesses.

The qudlity of teaching is good overdl. Of the lessons seen, two thirds were good or better and
there was no unsatisfactory teaching. The nursery nurses make a sgnificant contribution to the
teaching programme as they teach groups of children in the Six areas of learning. The best teaching
isin persond and socia development, knowledge and understanding of the world and physica
development, and children achieve well in these areas. Teaching of creative development is
satisfactory overdl, with some examples of good teaching. In communication, language and literacy
and in mathematica development, teaching, though satisfactory, is not sufficiently focused on
children’slearning. Thereis emphasis on carrying out tasks rather than on building on what the
children aready know. However, the creetive aspects of dramaand story telling and the
organisation of mathematica experiences are often good or very good. Teaching of children with
gpecid educationad needs and those from ethnic minority groupsis satisfactory overdl. Itisvery
good when pupils have statements of specia educationa need for physical disability.

OTHER ASPECTS OF THE SCHOOL

Aspect Comment

Thequdity andrangeof | Satisfactory. It isnot yet fully matched to the curriculum for the

the curriculum Foundation Stage. However, the school provides many stimulating
opportunities for children to learn in interesting ways. All children are
included in the full range of activities, including the outdoor
adventurous play, S0 that they enjoy the excitement and fun of
childhood.

Provison for children with | Satisfactory overal, but very good when there is a statement of specid
specid educationa needs | educationd need. Children are sendtively and thoughtfully included in
al activities.
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Aspect

Comment

Provison for children's
persond, including
spiritua, mord, socid and
culturd development

Good. Provision for children’s spiritual development is satisfactory. It
isgood for their mord, socid and culturd development. Children are
clearly taught what isright and what iswrong. The dtaff promote
children’ s independence and encourage them to be consderate and
thoughtful about other children and adults.

How wdll the school cares
for its children

Good. Procedures for promoting good behaviour are very good.
Very good relationships are soon formed and there is a happy,
purposeful amosphere in the nursery.  Arrangements for child
protection and health and safety are good. The children’s persona
development iswdl supported. Assessment of children’s academic
progress is not sufficiently linked to the nationaly recommended
‘stepping-stones’ of learning for children in the Foundation Stage,
which lead to the Early Learning Goals.

The school workswell in partnership with parents, who have a positive impact on the work of the
school.  The response to the pre-ingpection questionnaire confirms the school’ s own findingsin its
questioning of parents on Smilar issues. Parents contribute well to their children’slearning a home

and at school.

HOW WELL THE SCHOOL ISLED AND MANAGED

Aspect Comment

Leadership and manage- | Good. The headteacher provides clear educational direction for the
ment by the headteacher | school. Over the lagt year she has led Significant improvementsin
and other key staff curricular provison and the qudity of teaching in the schoal.

How well the governors
fulfil their repongibilities

Satisfactory. The chair of governors leads the governing body very
well. Governors are gradudly becoming moreinvolved in dl
appropriate aspects of school life so that they support the headteacher
effectively. The capacity for improvement in thisfield is very good.

The school’ s evauation of

Good. The headteacher has guided staff and governors well in

its performance identifying areas for improvement in the curriculum and teaching, so
that the school has come along way in the past year.

The drategic use of Good. Funding for children with specid educationa needsis used

resources appropriately to support them in their learning. The school obtains

resources a the most competitive prices and uses them effectively to
achieveitsams.

There is a suitable number of teachers and nursery nursesto teach the curriculum for the Foundation
Stage and to support children with statements of specid educationa need and those from ethnic
minority groups. The school’s accommodation and grounds are of avery good standard. The

Kingsdown Nursery School - 11




range and qudity of learning resources are very good and they are used effectively to further the
children’s learning.

PARENTS AND CARERS VIEWSOF THE SCHOOL

What pleases parents most What parentswould like to seeimproved

Their children like schooal. - There are no sgnificant concerns.
They fed comfortable in gpproaching the
school with questions or a problem.
Children behave well and make good
progress.

Theteaching is good.

The school iswdl led and managed.

The school works closaly with parents.

The school helps children to become mature
and responsible.

Parents were very supportive of the schoal in their replies to the questionnaire and in their meetings
with ingpectors. The inspectors agree with their positive views. The school has agood relationship
with parents, whose support for their children’s learning contributes well to their education.
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PART B: COMMENTARY

HOW HIGH ARE STANDARDS?

The school’ sresults and pupils achievements

1.

Mogt children enter the school as three-year-olds with standards of attainment in line with
those usudly found. By thetimethey are four years old, their attainment is above averagein
persond, socia and emotiona development, knowledge and understanding of the world and
physica deveopment. It isinlinewith expectations for their age in communication, language
and literacy, mathematical development and creetive development. This reflects the quaity of
teaching and curricular provison, and is an improvement since the last inspection, when
children’s attainment was satisfactory in dl areas of learning.

In persond, socid and emotiona development, children benefit from good teaching which
promotes good rel ationships, independence, self-confidence and congderation of other
children and adults. This contributes well to their good socid development and the integration
of children from ethnic minority groups. Children soon settle into the routines and respond
well to the school’s code of behaviour. Children with specid educationa needs are valued
and they make good progressin thisarea of learning.

Children’ s atainment in communication, language and literacy is satisfactory. Spesking and
ligening skills are usudly developed satisfactorily as children work with adults during
investigations and imaginative activities, but these agpects are sometimes not planned for
aufficiently. Infocused group activitiesfor literacy, children’s achievement, athough sound,
could be better. Because planning is not clearly based on what children should learn rather
than what they are expected to do, opportunities are missed to drive forward the learning at a
fast enough pace. However, in the imaginative sessonsin which children act out stories and
when language is explored in well-supported practicd activities, children achieve well.

In mathematics, children attain satisfactorily. Again, when there is gppropriate staff
intervention to extend children’ s understanding through well-planned practicd activities,
children achieve well. When thereislittle interaction, opportunities are missed. In the closaly
directed activities, when staff work with an individua child or with groups, children do not
achieve aswdll asthey could because there isinsufficient emphasis on what children are
supposed to belearning. Also, there are not enough planned, tightly focused teaching
sessions during the week.

Children’s attainment is above expectations for their age in knowledge and understanding of
the world. Becausethisis planned to relate sensibly to children’s own experiences, children
achieve well, learn a agood rate and build well on what they aready know. They explore
and invedtigate confidently and ask questions to satisfy their curiosity. Children’s attainment in
ICT is above that normaly seen for their age.

Children’ s atainment in physica development is good and they achieve well. Thisreflectsthe
good quality of the teaching. Not only do children have opportunities to climb, crawl, jump
and run in the outsde play ares, they aso benefit from well organised ingtruction on how to
perform early skills needed for games; for example, when they practise hitting aball with a
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bat. They concentrate, persevere and do well at this. Manipulative skills are developed well
through an interesting rage of activities. Children thread beads, write and draw with pencils,
crayons and felt-tip pens and fix together componentsin congtruction kits.

Creative development is satisfactory. As with the other areas of learning, when activities are
exciting and motivating, children achieve well. They do not make such good progress and
their learning is not extended when they are not chalenged sufficiently.

Children with specia educationa needs are supported effectively and their individud
education plans are followed conscientioudy. Children make sound progress overdl, and
those with physica disability make good progress. Higher attaining children aso make sound
progress. Staff know the children well in socid terms, but knowledge of each child's specific
levels of attainment is not so strong. The school’ s planning and assessment systems are not
helpful for gaff in making it clear where children are ong the * stepping stones' of learning.

Pupils attitudes, values and per sonal development

0.

10.

11.

12.

13.

The children’ s very good behaviour and the very good relationships that pervade the nursery
are srengths of the school. Thisis an improvement since the last ingpection when behaviour
was judged to be good. Staff treat the children with great care, fairness and respect and have
acongstent approach to discipline. These strengths help to create a happy but purposeful
atmogphere in which children make good progressin their persond development.

Children are pleased to come to the nursery. They enter happily at the beginning of sessons
and sttle quickly at the activities prepared for them. Almogt dl children part from their
parents and carers with confidence. Nursery routines are very well established so that
children show agood level of independence, for example, when using their name cardsto find
their milk and by hanging up their own coats &fter playing outsde. Each nursery sessonis
carefully structured so that children know what is expected of them and they move sensibly
into the more forma group times when required.

Children behave very wdl in avariety of different Stuations and this enhances the qudity of
thelr learning. They listen well in Sory time and pass ‘ specid’ objects to each other carefully
when discussing precious things. When balancing on large bricks in the outdoor learning area,
they are senstive to the needs of others and wait for their turns patiently when aless confident
child needs moretime. They applaud other’ s efforts to Sng nursery rhymes on their own.

Children respond with enthusiasm and enjoyment when the learning experiences are
gimulating and well matched to their level of development. In these activities they remain
involved and persevere. For example, when acting out the story We're Going on a Bear
Hunt outdoors, the entire group was keen to repesat the experience. They joined in, retelling
the story with great gusto and remembering the sequence of events well. In the more forma
small group sessions, when tasks are less appropriate, children sometimes show alack of
enthusasm or red interest in what is being taught.

Parents and carers are very postive about the behaviour in the school and the waysin which

their children are encouraged to become mature and responsible. Children play together in an
atmogphere free from oppressve behaviour, bullying, sexism and racism and they respect
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different views. Although attendance is not statutory, the vast mgjority of children atend well.

HOW WELL ARE CHILDREN TAUGHT?

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

The quality of teaching is good overal. Of the lessons seen, nearly two thirds were good or
better and there was no unsatisfactory teaching. Thisis asgnificant improvement since the
last ingpection, when nearly a seventh of the teaching was judged to be unsatisfectory.

The good quality of the teaching in persona, socid and emotiona development hasa
sgnificant effect on the children’s good attainment in this aspect of their education. In
knowledge and understanding of the world, the good qudity of the teaching ensures that
children’s enthusiasm and interest in learning is simulated well. In physica development,
children are taught well as saff look for interesting ways to plan activities which provide
appropriate exertion, co-ordination and concentration. Teaching is satisfactory in
communication, language and learning, mathematical development and crestive devel opment.
The qudity of learning in these three areas is sometimes marred by the staff’ s focus on the
completion of tasks rather than the extension of what children know, do and understand. In
all aress of learning, the school’ s successes are based firmly on the very good relationships
and high expectations of children’s good behaviour. This has a postive effect on children’s
learning, including those from ethnic minority groups, they are keen to join in activities and
absorb what the school hasto offer.

There is agood framework which supports teaching in persond, socid and emotiond
development. In‘circletime, saff use Ssmple resources to encourage and reinforce good
attitudes and relationships; for example, when ateddy bear is passed around and the children
have to speek to it and say their names. The step-by-step approach to the teaching of socia
skills ensures that children learn in a systematic way and achieve well. This approach is not
aways evident when children work in groups to extend their learning in literacy and numeracy;
for example, when staff sometimes ask children to do things which are not well matched to
their level of development. Asaresult, children do not ways learn at asfast arate as they
could. Although teaching in communication, language and literacy is satifactory overdl, it is
often good or very good during imaginative activities and in story times. In mathematica
development, the quaity of teaching is enhanced when children are encouraged to explore
meathematical ideas asthey play with puzzles, sand, water and work with awide range of well
organised sorting and matching activities.

Children make good gainsin their learning in knowledge and understanding of the world
because g&ff are enthusiagtic and they organise interesting activities which draw on children’s
imagination, sense of curiodty and energy. Expectations are high and children respond well.
For example, in an activity to develop their knowledge and understanding of the world,
children watched and handled large lumps of mdting ice. The teecher engaged very well with
the children and they were absorbed in the activity. She challenged them intdllectudly asthey
sought answers to her questions. She asked what the ice fdlt like and what was happening to
it asthey played withit.

The very good provison for children’s physical development is exploited well by the steff,

who organise imaginative ways to encourage children to move around, across and through the
outdoor equipment. Staff take children around a course which provides opportunities for
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19.

20.

21.

22.

crawling, climbing, running and jumping. Children are chalenged and they have gppropriate
hedthy exercise. Inwriting, craft, congtructiond and painting activities, the saff ensure that
children practise their manipulative skills. Asareault, these skills are appropriately devel oped
by the time children are four years old. Teaching for children’s cregtive development is
satifactory. Aswith literacy and numeracy, there is sometimes too much emphasisin focused
activities on completing tasks rather than extending children’slearning. Staff plan imaginative
experiences well for children to engage in drama and the world of literature,

Throughout the day, staff organise agood range of well-prepared activities to ensure
children’s progressin the six recommended aress of learning. Overdl, thereisagood

bal ance between structured teaching and opportunities for children to choose for themselves
from the wide range of activities. In areas such asthe ‘shop’ and the outside digging
enclosure, the gaff dlow time for the children to use their imagination and make relationships
asthey act out red-life Stuaions. In the best instances, saff intervene well to ensure that
children benefit from the learning opportunities offered within activities.

Good questioning is asgnificant feature in the best lessons. Most of the questions are
spontaneous, in response to what the children do or say. Planning of questions to take
children’slearning in a specific direction is good in knowledge and understanding of the world.
Itislessevident in group activitiesin literacy and numeracy. During activities, staff
conscientioudy record regular assessments of children’s progress. The current system of
assessment is not helpful enough for staff because it is not sufficiently linked to netiona
guiddines for the development of children’s skills, knowledge and understanding. This
hampers more accurate planning of experiencesto take children’s learning forward
sysemdicaly. Work for children of differing abilitiesis not dways dearly identified in the
planning, which is often focused on what children are to do rather than what they are expected
to learn.

Staff form very good rdaionships with children. Thisis evident as children come into the
nursery at the beginning of each session; they are pleased to see the staff and soon stle
down to play. Because relationships are well established, children respect the teachers and
nursery nurses and are confident in asking for help and sharing their thoughts. For example,
when a child needed to go to the toilet frequently, the teacher watched him sengitively and
ensured that he went regularly and without fuss, so that the child felt comfortable.

The quality of teaching for children with specia educationd needsis stisfactory overal. The
targets st in the individua education plans are clear and staff follow the advice
conscientioudy. Support for children with emotiond or behaviourd problemsis consstent
and this helps them to gradudly integrate into the full range of activities and purposeful routines
of the nursery. Support is very good where there are statements of special educational need.
Thisis especidly evident in the way aphysicaly disabled child isincluded and supported in
adventurous outdoor activities.

HOW GOOD ARE THE CURRICULAR AND OTHER OPPORTUNITIES OFFERED
TO CHILDREN?

23.

The curriculum addresses dl the areas of learning for children in the Foundation Stage.
Overdl, it isof satisfactory quaity. There are some strong features but there is also room for
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24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

improvement. Insufficient attention is given to the detail of the ‘ stepping stones and Early
Learning Godls of the curriculum for the Foundation Stage to ensure that al aspects are fully
covered and that appropriate strategies are used for teaching and learning. The socidly
inclusive approach of the school ensures that the curriculum embraces the ethnic, culturd and
religious diverdty of the children.

The school has made sgnificant improvements to its curriculum sinceits last ingpection in
1998. A new planning system has been introduced and is used by dl staff. Plans do not
aways clearly define what it isthat children are expected to learn during each session. Asa
result, staff too often focus on what children are doing rather than what they are learning. For
example, in awriting activity children completed little books about their favourite foods but
meade little progress in achieving the next sepsin developing their writing skills.

The nursery provides children with awide range of stimulating learning activities. These are
well prepared and presented by staff for each session and they are accessibleto al children.
The equipment and materids are of avery good quality. The spacious outdoor learning area,
some of which is under cover and part of which has a safety surface, is used well to provide
the children with arich variety of learning experiences. The use of the outdoor areais
particularly effective in supporting children’s physical and persona development and their
imagindtive play. For example, avery good selection of sturdy whedled toys, together with
climbing and baancing equipment means children make good progress in moving with control
and co-ordination. Careful timetabling ensuresthat dl children have a daily opportunity to use
these facilities

In some areas of the curriculum, staff show that they have a good understanding of the
learning needs of young children. They place strong emphasis on providing firgt-hand
experiences o that children use dl their sensesto help them learn about the world around
them. For example, children had the opportunity to handle and observe large and smal
pieces of ice in different shapes. They fet how dippery and cold it was and watched as it
melted. They were fascinated by the experience and learning was good. However, the
strategies used to teach the basic sKills of literacy and numeracy are not away's appropriate
and effective. For example, insufficient time is given for children to talk about their
experiences and explain ther thinking. 1n the more forma smal group sessons, saff are not
aways sufficiently clear about what children already know and understand and so provide
activities that do not match their learning needs.

Children with specia educationa needs follow the same activities as everyone ese. 1n some
activities, saff keep a closer eye on them so asto offer extra support if needed, but the
planning does not yet take account of the varying needs of these children.

The provison for children’s socid, mora and culturd development is good and in cultura
development has improved since the last ingpection.  Children have the opportunity to learn
about different cultures through, for example, watching and joining in a celebration of the
Chinese New Year. They use stories such asHanda's Surprise and African fabrics and
beadwork to learn about Africa. Staff place significant emphasis on the development of
children’s persond and socid skills so that they rapidly accept the routines of the nursery and
make good use of the learning opportunities offered to them. Behavioura expectations are
meade clear and staff work hard to help children understand the impact of their actions on
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29.

others. They encourage children to look for solutions to problems they encounter when
playing. For example, when using atrain s&t, two boys were helped to avoid a head-on
calligon by looking for an dternative route. Provison for spiritud development is satisfactory
though lesswell planned for. For example, thereislittle evidence of music or pictures being
used to encourage children to reflect quietly. Hedth and sex educetion are taught senstively
through smple sories and activities which include children’s own lives, families and caring for
animds.

The school has developed congructive links with the loca primary schools to which the
children transfer. This helps to ensure that the children’ s trangition is smooth and that they are
well prepared for the next phase in their education. There are good links with the community
50 that the curriculum is enhanced by visits, for example, from the loca police and the denta
hygienig. Children dso vigt the loca park and afarm to widen their knowledge and
undergtanding.

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL CARE FOR ITSPUPILS?

30.

31.

32.

33.

The school provides a safe secure and supportive environment in which children can learn and
develop well. Thisand the very good relationship that teachers have with them contribute
much to their development. The schoal is successful in promoting high standards of
behaviour. All saff, led well by the headteacher, quickly get to know the children and have
their welfare very much at heart. Thereisahigh standard of care shown in dl activities, both
within the classroom and outside as for example that seen during sessions when children were
taken on a*bear hunt’, when staff made good use of outdoor play facilities as part of the
journey. Pupils enjoyed this very much and many quickly learnt the need to follow the rules of
the game.

The school has appropriate arrangements in place to enable it to meet its respongbilitiesin
relation to health and safety principles and practices. An audit of the schools arrangements
has recently been undertaken and the few aspects raised are receiving appropriate attention.
The schoal is planning to build on this process to improve further its handling of these métters.
The question of security has received appropriate attention. The headteacher is the named
person for child protection, and appropriate arrangements arein place. All staff are aware of
these. There are gppropriate links with relevant agencies to meet the needs of the children.

Whilst attendance is not statutory at this age, the school keeps appropriate records and
encourages parents to let them know promptly of any absence. Parents are supportive of the
school’ s gpproach and the attendance of most children is good.

The school has recently introduced its own scheme for assessing children’s attainment on
entry to the nursery. This gives some gtarting points for measuring their progress and isaso
used to help identify children with specid educationa needs. However, the information it
providesis limited and does not address dl the areas of children’s development. Staff
compile atractive individud portfolios of photographs and work showing the range of
activities each child has been engaged in. These are shared with parents and well received by
them. All staff use tracking sheets to record children’ s involvement in and response to the
focused learning activities planned each week. For example, when helping children to baance
on large wooden blocks in the outdoor learning area, the teacher notes which children have
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taken part and encourages others who have not yet done so to have ago. These are dl
improvements since the last ingpection.

34. Inaufficient useis made of the Foundation Stage ‘ stepping stones' and Early Learning Goasto
assess children’ s attainment in al areas of learning in relation to nationa expectations for this
age group. Nor isthis guidance used to provide abroader picture of children who may have
gpecia educationa needs. Staff track and record children’s progress throughout the nursery
and use the information for the annua reports to parents but they do not systeméticaly use the
outcomes of their assessments to inform day-to-day planning. As aresult, Saff are not dways
clear about children’s abilities and what the next stepsin thelr learning should be. This affects
the rate of progress for children, particularly in aspects of their development in mathematics
and communication, language and literacy.

35. Theschool maintains aregister of children identified as having specia educationa needs.
Parents of these children are kept informed and reviews are held regularly. Where thereisa
statement of special educationa need, support is very good and progress and achievement are
very well monitored and recorded.

36. The previous report found a number of areasin this aspect to have been well handled,
athough assessment procedures and the use of the information were judged unsatisfactory.
Evidence from this ingpection shows that the school continues to provide a safe, secure and
supportive environment. Assessment procedures have now been introduced, but they need
further attention in order to be of more use.

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL WORK IN PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS?

37. Theschool has avery good rdationship with parents. This makes a significant contribution to
the progress children make particularly in their persond development. The school has
therefore maintained the standards noted in the previous report when this aspect was seen as
agtrength of the school. The school provides awarm welcome to parents. Staff, led well by
the example of the headteacher, are open and approachable.

38. Parents have very positive views about the school and are very pleased with its provision.
The headteacher isheld in high regard. Parents are aso pleased with the care and concern
shown by dl g&ff for the children.

39. Theschool hasaclear, hdpful prospectus containing appropriate information about its ams
and organisation. The annua report by governors to parentsis well produced and contains
information which gives an interesting picture of the school’s activities. A very well produced
weekly newdetter iscirculated to dl parents. It iswdl written and gives information about
what children have done in the previous week as well as arange of information about school
life, including forthcoming events. Carefully planned arrangements for the induction of new
children help them to sattle well into schoal life. They quickly follow the Smple and dearly
taught routines. Staff encourage children to become independent so that they are able to take
off their outdoor clothing and become absorbed in the interesting activities which have been
prepared for them.

40. Theschool provides arange of formd and informa opportunities for parents to discuss their
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41.

children’s progress and raise any concernsthey may have. Parents are dso given awritten
report which can be discussed with staff. Parents say that they value these opportunities and
fed well informed about how their children are getting on. They say that they fed comfortable
in gpproaching the school with questions or with a problem.

Parents are encouraged to support the school by helping in classes. Despite coming from a
wide area of Lincoln, a number do so when they are confident that their children have settled
well into schoal life. Thishelp isvaued by staff and is used well. Parents dso support aff
when children are taken on vidits, for example, when they go to alocd farm. The school has
had the support of a‘Friends of the School’ group who have provided vauable additiona
resources. These include improved outdoor play facilities which enhance opportunities for
children’s physicd development. In addition, parents support enjoyable socid eventswhich
are organised for the children.

HOW WELL ISTHE SCHOOL LED AND MANAGED?

42.

43.

45.

46.

The headteacher provides good, clear educationd direction for the school. She has made
sgnificant improvementsin curricular provison and the quality of teaching in the school since
her gppointment as acting headteacher just over ayear ago. Staff work very well together as
ateam, s0 that thereis a sense of purpose in the work of the school. The headteacher’s
knowledge of the needs of young children and her commitment to raising Sandards have
resulted in better teaching and improved planning and assessment procedures. The school
recognises that there is still some way to go in these two aress.

The school’ s co-ordinator for specia educationa needs ensures that appropriate steps are
taken to keep aregister of children identified as having specid educationa needs, to plan
appropriate programmes for them and to monitor and review the plansregularly. Parents are
appropriately involved.

The governors fulfil their respongbilities conscientioudy and satisfactorily. They are gradudly
becoming more involved in dl appropriate agpects of school life and are led very wel by the
energetic and well-informed chair of governors. They recognise that they need to know more
s0 that their role in giving advice to the headteacher devel ops further and they have an
increasingly positive impact on the work of the school. Governors have built a clear Structure
for their meetings. They have worked effectively with the headteacher to identify areas for
improvement in order to support the curriculum for the Foundation Stage, which was
introduced in September 2000. Policies for each area of learning were discussed with the
governors and approved in March 2001, and acycle of review was established so that the
policies are kept up-to-date. Staff have worked on plans to meet the requirements of the new
curriculum and they are aware that planning needs further atention.

A clear programme of regular review of the school’ s work has been organised so that
governors and staff can share in the celebration of the school’ s successes and respond
robustly to aspects which require improvement. The governors are keen to seek the opinions
of parents, and questionnaires are planned. The current school development plan is directed
well towards appropriate improvements but does not state explicitly how these will benefit the
children.

There is a suitable number of teachers and nursery nurses to teach the curriculum for the
Foundation Stage and to support children with statements of special educationa need and
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47.

49,

those from ethnic minority groups. Staff are appreciative of the leadership of the headteacher
and value the opportunity to work in a stable atmosphere after a seven year period of
changing leadership. Staff training has been well focused on improving teaching and learning.
The school has drawn appropriately on the advice and expertise of members of the local
education authority. An gppropriate system isin place for the performance management of
teachers.

The accommodeation and learning resources are of very good qudity. The schoal is kept
clean and bright by the caretaking and cleaning staff. Outdoor facilities are very dtractive, but
the school is dogged with the problem of vandalism. The governors take appropriate advice
on measures to dedl with this.

Adminidrative gaff fulfil their duties well and ensure thet routine matters are dedlt with
efficiently so that the headteacher and nursery nurses are undisturbed as they teach the
children. They dso dedl very effectively with enquiries about admissions and show
prospective parents round the schooal.

Finances are managed prudently and effectively and educationa priorities are well supported
through financid planning. Day-to-day financid management within the school is good.
Funding for specific purposes, such as specid educationa needs and staff training, is directed
well. The school looks for best vaue when buying goods and serviceswhich it useswdll to
achieveitsams. Bearing in mind the income of the school, the attainment of the children when
they enter the nursery and their achievement over time, the school provides satisfactory vaue

for money.

WHAT SHOULD THE SCHOOL DO TO IMPROVE FURTHER?

50.

The school governors, in conjunction with the headteacher and staff, should take the following
actionsto further raise standards in the school:

(1) Match planning more closdly to the * stepping-stones’ of the curriculum for the
Foundation Stage so that there is clear progression in children’s learning, especialy in
communication, language and literacy and mathematica development. (Paragraphs 3,
4,8, 15,16, 23-29, 44, 59, 62, 67)

(2) Reviseassessment proceduresto reflect the curriculum for the Foundation Stage so that
gaff are more aware of the next stepsin children’s learning and are able to focus more
closgly on each child’'sneeds. (Paragraphs 8, 20, 33, 34, 64, 69, 85)

(3) Deveop further the involvement of governorsin order to improve their role as* critical

friend’ to the headteacher and drive the school forward with increasing vigour.
(Paragraph 44)
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PART C: SCHOOL DATA AND INDICATORS

Summary of the sources of evidence for the inspection

Number of sessions observed 29
Number of discussons with staff, governors, other adults and pupils 12
Summary of teaching observed during the inspection

Excellent Very good Good Satisfactory | Unsatisfactory Poor Very Poor
Number 0 8 10 1 0 0 0
Percentage 0 28 A 38 0 0 0

The table gives the number and percentage of sessions observed in each of the seven categories used to make judgements about
teaching. Care should be taken when interpreting these percentages as each session represents more than three percentage points.

I nformation about the school’ s pupils

Pupils on the school’srall Nursery
Number of pupils on the school’sroll (FTE for part-time pupils) 91
Number of full-time pupils known to be igible for free school meds 0
FTE means full-time equivalent.
Special educational needs Nursery
Number of pupils with statements of specid educational needs 1
Number of pupils on the school’s special educational needs register 6
English as an additional language No of
pupils
Number of pupils with English as an additional language 0
Pupil mobility in the last school year No of
pupils
Pupils who joined the school other than at the usud time of first admission 0
Pupils who left the school other than at the usual time of leaving 0
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Attendance

Authorised absence

School data N/a

Unauthorised absence

%

School data

N/a

Both tables give the percentage of half days (sessions) missed through absence for the latest complete reporting year.

Teachers and classes

Qualified teachers and support staff

Financial information

Financia year 2000/2001
Total number of qualified teachers 24
(FTE)
Number of pupils per qualified teacher 19.2 £
Tota income 20100
Total number of education support staff | 2.5 Total expenditure 19974
Total aggregate hours worked per week | 77 Expenditure per pupil 220
Balance brought forward from 0
previous year
Number of pupils per FTE adult 94 Balance carried forward to next 126
year
FTE means full-time equivalent.
Recruitment of teachers
Number of teachers who left the school during the last two years 1
Number of teachers appointed to the school during the last two years 1
Total number of vacant teaching posts (FTE) 0
Number of vacancies filled by teachers on temporary contract of aterm or more (FTE) 0
Number of unfilled vacancies or vacancies filled by teachers on temporary contract of less 0

than one term (FTE)

FTE means full-time equivalent.
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Results of the survey of parents and carers

Questionnaire return rate

Per centage of responsesin each category

My child likes school.
My child is making good progressin school.

Behaviour in the school is good.

My child gets the right amount of work to do at
home.

The teaching is good.
| am kept well informed about how my child is
Qgetting on.

I would feel comfortable about approaching the
school with questions or a problem.

The school expects my child to work hard and
achieve his or her best.

The school works closely with parents.

The school iswell led and managed.
The school is helping my child become mature and
responsible.

The school provides an interesting range of
activities outside lessons.
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Number of questionnaires sent out 91
Number of questionnaires returned 25
Strongly | Tendto | Tendto | Strongly | Don't
agree agree | disagree | disagree | know
88 12 0 0 0
58 42 0 0 0
68 28 0 0 4
0 0 0 0 0
69 27 0 0 4
54 38 8 0 0
81 15 0 4 0
42 42 0 0 15
62 35 4 0 0
62 35 4 0 0
62 31 0 0 8
0 0 0 0 0




PART D: THE STANDARDSAND QUALITY OF TEACHING IN AREASOF THE
CURRICULUM, SUBJECTSAND COURSES

AREAS OF LEARNING FOR CHILDREN IN THE FOUNDATION STAGE

Per sonal, social and emotional development

51

52.

53.

55.

56.

57.

Overdl the provison for this area of learning isgood. Asaresult, al the children are likely to
meet, and most are likely to exceed, the expected standards, (or Early Learning Goals), a the
end of the Foundation Stage. Standards in this area of learning have been maintained since
the time of the last ingpection.

Teaching in thisareais never less than satisfactory and is good overdl. The staff form very
effective rdationships with the children and expect and encourage them to behave well. This
enables children to make good progress and they achieve well in relaion to their level of
atainment on entry to the schooal.

On arivd, children are greeted warmly by the staff, who make it clear they are happy to see
them. Parents are dso welcome to spend time with the children, sharing their activities and
helping them to settleif thisis necessary. Asaresult, children are happy, secure and confident
within the nursery. At the start of each session they are keen to choose their activities and
amog al stlereadily.

Children are encouraged to become increasingly independent. They are expected to find their
own coats when going outside and to put them on with minimal help; they hang them up again
on the right peg when they return. Children go to the toilet independently and wash their
hands afterwards. They collect their own drinks when they are thirsty, using their name cards
to identify which drink istheirs. They help with dearing up when asked and especidly like to
ride al the whedled toys and park them by the shed reaedy for storing.

Staff have a congstent gpproach to discipline and their expectations are high. Asaresult
behaviour is very good and children generally show respect for others and for the nursery
equipment. For example, when balancing on large wooden bricks, children waited patiently
for their turn and gave a less confident child time to complete her turn safely. Even when
engaged in avery exciting activity such as acting out the gory of We're Going on a Bear
Hunt, they were careful not to bump into each other.

Staff plan small group sessonsto develop this area of learning. Occasiondly, it isnot clear
what children are expected to learn. For example, to help children to consider what makes
some things precious, staff showed some persond items of their own, talked about them and
encouraged the children to handle them with care. However, there was confusion between
things that were fragile, such as ornaments, and those such as house and car keys, that were
precious for other reasons.

Children generdly respond positively to the learning experiences they are offered. When
activities are well matched to their developmenta needs, children show red excitement and
enthusasm. For example, they were very keen to make patterns by rolling marblesin paint
and then on pieces of paper. They concentrated well and persevered with the task, showing
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pleasure in what they achieved. Occasiondly, in some of the more forma smal group
sessions, the tasks do not stimulate the children and they show alack of enthusiasm or redl
interest in what is being taught.

Communication, language and literacy

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

Children enter the nursery with awide range of abilities, especidly in spesking and ligtening
but, overdl, their attainment isin line with national expecteations. They make sound progressin
the nursery and the mgority are on course to meet the Early Learning God's by the end of the
Foundation Stage. Thisisasmilar picture to that of the last ingpection. Children with specid
educationa needs are included in al activities and they make sound progress.

Staff encourage children to listen carefully to adults and to each other and most are
successfully accomplishing this for areasonable amount of time. The mgority are atentive
and respond well to stories. They carry out smple ingtructions appropriately. In one group,
the children enjoyed listening to everyday sounds from a tape and many were quick to identify
what they had heard. The provision of structured opportunities for role-play help to develop
children’slinguigtic skills. This provison has improved since the last inspection. Role-play
areas such as a‘Fruit and Vegetable Shop’ are now well planned with attractive resources
and equipment that gain children’sinterest. Asaresult, children begin to take on roles,
building up the gppropriate vocabulary. Adults interact well helping them to name the fruits
and vegetables and to understand how to use the shop. However, in some lessons, the
development of children’s spesking skillsis insufficiently planned for and does not take full
account of the Foundation Stage guidance for this area of learning. Asaresult, not enough
time is made available for children to reflect on their experiences, connect ideas and explain
thar thinking.

Children’s achievementsin early reading skills are typicd for their age. Adults effectively
promote interest in the stories they read through the use of puppets and other toysto
represent the characters. For example, the use of a caterpillar puppet that turnsinto a
butterfly fascinated one group of children who responded with, ‘It'smagic” Staff aso make
very good use of dramato help children remember and act out the sequence of eventsin
gories. Asaresult, most children show akeen interest in the Soriesthey are reading. Some
return to these stories in the book areas and use the picturesto retell the story to themselves.
Thereisasuitable range of fiction, non-fiction and poetry books, which are well displayed
and accessible to the children. However, book areas are not as attractively set up asthey
might be, nor isther use specificaly planned for, so only afew children choose to use them
during their free choicetimes. Thiswasidentified in the last ingpection as an area needing
further development.

When sharing books with adults, higher ataining children listen to the story with interest and
enjoyment and talk about the pictures. They ask and answer questions sensibly and suggest
what might happen next. They are keen to re-read the story and do this independently using
the pictures as prompts. Lower attaining children are attentive and begin to answer smple
guestions about the events and charactersin the stories. Most children recognise their own
names, and higher ataining ones know the names and sounds of afew letters.

Children have the opportunity to develop their writing skillsin avariety of waysin the nursary.
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63.

A chakboard is provided outside, together with awriting table with diaries and a telephone.
Writing materids are avalable in the * Fruit and Vegetable Shop' and the involvement of an
adult encourages children to ‘write€ shopping ligts. Activities such as using spoonsto fill smal
containers with coloured rice help develop control and co-ordination. The mgority of
children hold pens and pencils correctly and turn to writing reedily in their play. However, the
more forma writing activities are not dways well matched to the children's differing levels of
development. In these lessons, the planning does not clarify what children are expected to
learn and consequently, children make limited progress.

Higher attaining children write their names in a recognisable form athough they confuse upper
and lower case |etters and letters are not dways correctly formed. They recognise some
letter sounds and are beginning to use this knowledge to write words. For instance, when
making a booklet about her favourite foods, one child wrote ‘w’ for ‘Weetabix’. Lower
attaining children use random shapes and scribbles when writing independently and try hard to
copy their names.

Teaching quaity is satisfactory overal. Where the activities are simulaing and wel-matched
to the children’s needs, such asin story-time and drama lessons, teaching is good or very
good. Less effective teaching occurs when gtaff are not focusing sharply enough on what the
children need to learn. When assessing children’s progress, insufficient attention is given to
the ‘ sepping stones' and Early Learning Goals in the Foundation Stage guidance o that taff
are not clear about what children aready know and what the next slepsneed to be. This
dowsthe rate of progressin some aspects of communication and language development.

Mathematical development

65.

606.

Children make satisfactory progress and achieve sandards in line with those usudly found.
They are on course to meet the Early Learning Goals by the end of the Foundation Stage.
Children with specid educationa needs and those from ethnic minority groups progress & a
amilar rate to the other children. All children experience awide variety of activities for
counting, sorting, and matching which provide practical, tactile opportunities for them to
develop appropriate skillsin numeracy. Most children count to ten confidently, and higher
ataining children count further. A significant number of children are less secure when counting
objects one by one. They race ahead or touch two objects whilst saying one number. Staff
use many opportunities during the day to reinforce children’s mathematica skills. At the end
of gtory time, children Sng counting songs such as, ‘Onelittle finger, two little fingers and
‘Five little speckled frogs . They watch carefully and are reedy to catch out other children, or
the teacher, if the counting goeswrong! In computer programs, children match numbers and
shapes and are keen to get the right response from the recorded voice.

In generd play, staff encourage children to extend their mathematical understanding well. For
example, the teacher discussed the shapes of building blocks as she helped them to make a
track. They made alarge circle and walked around it with a sense of satisfaction at having
completed the task. In the digging area, a child recognised that he needed more wood
chippings to fill abucket, so he tried to get more on the spade o that the bucket was filled
more quickly. Inthe‘shop’, children pretend to buy fruit and vegetables. Staff ask children,
‘Whichis heavier? or “Who hasmore? Children pay at the checkout and the shopkeepers
register the purchase on thetill or the computer and make recordsin the ‘ledgers . These
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67.

68.

69.

happy, enjoyable experiences foster good attitudes to mathematics.

In directed group activities, learning points are not sufficiently focused. Sometimes, there are
too many ideas for children to absorb a once. For example, in an activity to help children to
count objects and match numbers, the teacher introduced a further idea when she got some
children to sort the objects by colour. The teaching point was logt for these children and their
learning was hampered.

Staff use the very good range of equipment well to organise agood range of activities which
children can chooseto do. There are puzzles, games and lots of attractive objects for
counting and sorting. In the book corner, there are stories with mathematical ideasin them
for example, about large and smdl animas and cumulative events such as The Very Hungry
Caterpillar.

Ovedl, the qudity of teaching is satisfactory. The strengths in the teeching arein the
incidental interaction during the day and the opportunities for children to explore and
investigate in many well-prepared activities. Staff extend children’s mathematica vocabulary
well asthey intervene gppropriately to lead children’s learning forward. The wesknesses are
in the focused teaching sessons, which are not sufficiently productive in terms of children’s
learning. Assessment procedures do not help staff to identify the next step in each child's
learning.

Knowledge and under standing of theworld

70.

71.

72.

By the time they move to the reception classes in primary schools, children’s attainment is
above expectations for their age in knowledge and understanding of the world. They want to
know more about the world around them and are curious about things further away. They
look at books, ask questions, play with ‘smal world’ equipment such as model people,
vehicles and buildings, and experience the touch, fed and smdlls of naturd life. They feed and
cuddle the guinea pig, observe and taste avariety of fruit, watch ice melt and create a busy
world with trains, diggers and tractors.

Because experiences are planned to relate sensibly to children’s own experiences, children
achieve well, learn a a good rate and usualy build well on what they dready know. Inthe
best lessons, expectations are high and staff ask probing questionsto dicit children’s
understanding and extend their learning. For example, the teacher asked children what the
large pieces of ice fet like and what was hagppening to the ice as they watched. The children
listened attentively as the ice crackled when the teacher put sdt on it. When children handled
and observed fruit, they described the colour and the texture. 1n the best lessonsin thisarea
of development, staff encouraged children to express their ideas and extend their vocabulary.
When asked what was inside an apple, aboy said, ‘Nuts!’, and another child corrected him
and sad, ‘No, they're pipsl’ In other lessons, opportunities were missed for such interaction.

Children’s scientific kills are developed well asthey help to look after the guineapig. They
recognise that the animal needs food, water and shdlter. In the summer, children develop thelr
understanding of how plants have to be cared for, as they plant seeds and grow beans.
Knowledge of the manufactured world develops well as children play with ‘smdl world’ toys
and create everyday Stuations, for example on the roads and railway. Asthey become
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73.

74.

75.

engrossed in their imaginary worlds, children play well together and share their ideas of how
the game can go further.

Children’s early understanding of geography and history begins with interest in their own
surroundings and families. They go for walks, visit the park and go to the shops. They look
at pictures of themselves as babies and toddlers and see how much they have grown and
changed. Their interest in places beyond their own environment is stimulated by attractive
displays of items from arange of countries, such asIndia, Africaand China. They learn more
about different ways of life and the festivals of people of other cultures: for example, when
they celebrated the Chinese New Y ear in January 2001.

Children’ s atainment in information and communication technology is above expectations for
their age. The school iswel equipped with computers and appropriate software. Staff use
thiswell to extend children’s skills and knowledge. Children use the mouse and large roller-
ball with confidence. They point and click in response to commands on the screen, drag
images to appropriate places and match shapeswell. Early skillsin number and letter
recognition develop wdll as children play smple games. With adult help, children begin to
give smple ingructions to a programmeble toy. Children's skillsin information and
communication technology develop well as they use aligening centre to listen to stories.

Teaching is good overdl, with examples of very good teaching which iswell planned and
organised. In the very good lessons, the level of adult intervention and questioning was of high
quality. Activities were rdlevant and there were opportunities for children to tease out their
ideas through discussion. There were good gainsin learning and children achieved well. In
some lessons, children do not achieve as well because staff do not alow enough time for
discusson.

Physical development

76.

17

78.

Children reach standards above those normally seen for three and four-year-olds because of
the very good range of indoor and outdoor equipment and the well planned activities. Staff
encourage children to be confident and independent. They work adongside the children and
help them to play safdly and gain the courage to climb and move confidently across the
attractively set out equipment. Staff use the frames and dides to create adventurous courses;
for example when the children went on a‘bear hunt’. A child in awhed chair was helped
around the course and he whooped with delight at the adventure.

Asthey ride the attractive range of whedled toys, children show good levels of control and
co-ordination. They pretend to take their bikes to the garage and steer them accurately. The
big diggers provide opportunities for them to manoeuvre around the Site and get themsdvesin
the right position for work. Staff encourage children to be aware of playing safely and taking
carewith tools. They intervene appropriately to ask about what children are doing and to
suggest dternative routesif areas are too congested.

The qudlity of teaching is good for the development of children’s skillsfor ball games. A
nursery nurse patiently worked with children and hel ped them to succeed a hitting balls with
bats.
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79.

80.

Children’s manipulative skills develop well as they control pencils, brushes, scissors and other
tools with increasing skill. On the woodwork bench, children practise hitting nailsinto alog.
They am carefully and most achieve fair success. Experience with the good range of
congtruction kits helps children to gain appropriate skills for fixing components together.
Children make vehicles and buildings and reflect what they see in the outside world.

Teaching and provision are good and children learn at agood rate. Staff promote the idea of
physica activity as part of ahedthy lifestyle. The successin thisarea of learning is based on
the exciting, relevant and imaginative opportunities provided by the gaff. All children,
including those with specid educationa needs or from ethnic minorities, are guided and
supported well.

Creative development

81.

82.

83.

The mgority of children arein line to meet the Early Learning Gods by the end of the
Foundation Stage. They have average skills when they enter the nursery and make
satisfactory progress in most aspects athough no examples of dance or movement were seen
during the ingpection. Standards have been maintained since the last ingpection.

Children use paint to cregte a variety of effects. They mix their own colours, make hand
prints and roll balsin different colours to make patterns. A wide range of collage materidsis
provided so that children can experiment with different fabrics, papers, pasta, beads, sticks
and graws. They make effective pictures to illugtrate stories such as The Rainbow Fish and
Handa's Surprise. Good support from adults encourages children to be independent and
they enjoy managing the resources themsdves. For example, when rolling balsin paint to
make patterns, the adult explains and demondtrates clearly so that children are confident about
having ago. They use pastels to make observationa drawings of fruits and vegetables and
are beginning to include appropriate details. Children are introduced to the work of other
artigts, for example, Paul Klee, and attempt to produce picturesin asmilar style. Good useis
made of an art computer program for children to explore colour and line. Children’swork is
carefully mounted and displayed so that they see their efforts are valued.

A good range of musical ingtruments alows children to explore and learn how sounds are
made and changed. Good intervention from an adult helps children to make pleasing progress
when exploring the effects of different beaters on avariety of drums and helps them to play at
different speeds. However, gaff do not dways chalenge children sufficiently so thet their
learning is extended. For example, atape was played to accompany the percussion
ingruments but little encouragement was given to the children to listen to the music and keep
in time with the beet. Children respond well to hand Signas, Sopping and starting playing their
insruments promptly. They enjoy singing and join in readily with well-known songs and
snging games. Some have the confidence to Sng rhymes on their own.

The development of children’simaginative skills has improved since the last ingpection. Role-
play areas such as a shop and the seaside are used effectively to encourage children to
pretend and make up their own gtories. Children dso play with smaller equipment, or ‘smdll
world’ toys, such astrain sets, dolls houses, cars and afarmyard. For example, amember of
gaff skilfully supported asmall group when they were using the train set. Her thoughtful
questions encouraged the children to think about where they were going and what they might
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see. She heped them negotiate difficulties and share the engines and carriages. They made
very good progress and the activity aso contributed to the development of their speaking and
listening skills. Good qudity, atractive congtruction sets are so used to support children’s
creative development.

Teaching is satisfactory overal but is sometimes good in art work and very good in
imaginative play. Staff note when children take part in activities but assessment procedures
are not yet sufficiently developed to ensure that staff are clear about children’ s achievements
and know what the next stepsin their learning need to be,
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