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What is it like to attend this school?

This is a school where pupils have many opportunities to explore their talents and
interests. Experiences such as swimming, access to climbing walls and extensive
lunch time play activities enrich the curriculum. This creates an exciting school
community where pupils say there is something for everyone and it is easy to make
friends.

Pupils behave exceptionally well. They concentrate in lessons and do not give up
when learning is difficult. They play co-operatively together at social times, treating
each other as they want to be treated themselves. Lunch time is a whirl of
excitement, with a wealth of opportunities for constructive play. Pupils enjoy
creating obstacle courses, exercising in the outdoor gym, playing games with the
giant parachute, navigating the trim trail, and making pies in the mud kitchen. The
willow shelters offer a calm space to chill out with friends or read a book. As a
result, pupils become well rounded, kind individuals. They develop an understanding
of how to take responsibility and they achieve well.

The school is determined that pupils will achieve highly. Adults understand pupils’
needs and support them to reach ambitious goals. Pupils attain well and are ready
for the next stage in their education.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

The school is ambitious that pupils will enjoy learning and make it a habit for the
rest of their lives. Pupils develop highly positive attitudes to their education. This is
because leaders have created a ‘can do’ ethos for learning, where both pupils and
adults feel psychologically safe, and mistakes are viewed as opportunities to grow
and improve. Pupils understand that they can get better at anything if they keep
trying hard. These attitudes are deliberately taught through the Brent values which
run throughout the school.

Children get off to an excellent start in Reception. Adults teach them to be
independent and so children find their confidence quickly. They are eager to learn
and they relish challenges. Because of this, they achieve highly. Children are
engrossed in activities and sustain their concentration well. For example, when
making models of minibeasts, they develop the small muscles in their fingers by
carefully rolling tiny pieces of clay for insects’ legs and then consider how best to
make them stick to the clay insects’ bodies. As pupils get older, the mature attitudes
that they develop mean there are no barriers to their learning. In Year 3, for
example, they share kitchen utensils safely and considerately to chop and peel fruit
and vegetables when learning how to prepare food in design and technology.

Reading and mathematics are strengths of the school. Leaders regularly review the
curriculum in these areas to make sure that pupils are able to grasp the basics
securely and do not develop gaps in their learning. Recently, leaders have further
refined the curriculum, providing even greater opportunities to develop precise
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reading skills and number fluency. Pupils recall number facts well and apply them
when solving problems. They are knowledgeable about the linguistic features used
by writers to entertain the reader.

Staff have strong subject knowledge. Leaders support them via effective training
that develops their knowledge and teaching skills. Across the curriculum, teachers
consistently model subject-specific technical language, which pupils practise in talk
partner discussions. Teachers explain new ideas well and break the curriculum down
into smaller steps, so pupils pick up new learning securely. Adults do all that they
can to ensure that pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND)
achieve well. Teachers are ambitious that these pupils will learn the same curriculum
as their peers. They expertly tailor learning activities and resources which enable
this.

In subjects such as mathematics, reading and science, teachers routinely check for
understanding. They anticipate pupils’ misconceptions and use them as learning
points. In comparison, in some other curriculum subjects, teachers do not always
recognise gaps in pupils’ learning. This means they do not know precisely what to
recap or teach next. The school is working to develop assessment systems in these
areas of the curriculum, so that leaders understand what pupils know and teachers
can address any gaps.

Leaders are passionate about providing a curriculum which develops pupils’
characters. There are a wide range of clubs, visits, and visitors linked to the
curriculum. The school teaches pupils how to take care of themselves. They know
how the brain works and how to help themselves manage feelings of anxiety. They
talk maturely about the consequences of keeping emotions bottled up. Pupils learn
to appreciate diversity and respect each other’s different faiths and cultures.

Trustees have a strong strategic oversight based on a sharp understanding of the
school’s context. Trust leaders help the school’s unique identity to shine, through a
measured balance of support and accountability. They help the school to engage
with researched-based methods to enable all pupils to achieve even more highly.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
What does the school need to do to improve?

(Information for the school and appropriate authority)

B Assessment expectations for some wider curriculum subjects are not securely in
place. As a result, leaders do not always know whether pupils have learned the
intended curriculum. The school should continue to develop a consistent approach
to assessment that identifies what each pupil understands and remembers, so
that any gaps or misconceptions in their learning are addressed swiftly.
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How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child's school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.

In the report, 'disadvantaged pupils' is used to mean pupils with special educational
needs and/or disabilities (SEND); pupils who meet the definition of children in need
of help and protection; pupils receiving statutory local authority support from a
social worker; and pupils who otherwise meet the criteria used for deciding the
school's pupil premium funding (this includes pupils claiming free school meals at
any point in the last six years, looked after children (children in local authority care)
and/or children who left care through adoption or another formal route).
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http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-in-need-of-help-and-protection-data-and-analysis
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-in-need-of-help-and-protection-data-and-analysis
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pupil-premium

School details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection number

Type of school

School category

Age range of pupils
Gender of pupils

Number of pupils on the school roll
Appropriate authority
Chair of trust
Headteacher

Website

Date of previous inspection

Information about this school

Ofsted

140592

Kent

10296400

Primary

Academy converter
4to11

Mixed

647

Board of trustees
Ryan Clifford

Sarah Rye
www.brent.kent.sch.uk

21 and 22 February 2023, under section
8 of the Education Act 2005

B There has been a new chair of Trustees since the last inspection.

B The school does not currently use any alternative provision.

Information about this inspection

B The inspector(s) carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the

Education Act 2005.

B This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
school and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school.

B Inspections are a point-in-time judgement about the quality of a school’s

education provision.

B During the inspection, the inspector met with the CEO, the deputy CEO, the
headteacher, deputy and assistant headteachers.
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B The inspectors carried out deep dives in reading, mathematics, science, physical

education, and design technology.

For each deep dive, they discussed the curriculum with subject leaders, visited a
sample of lessons, spoke to teachers, spoke to some pupils about their learning
and looked at samples of pupils” work.

B To evaluate the effectiveness of safeguarding, the inspectors: reviewed the single

central record; took account of the views of leaders, staff, and pupils; and
considered the extent to which the school has created an open and positive
culture around safeguarding that puts pupils’ interests first.

The inspectors reviewed a range of the school’s documents, including self-
evaluation reports, minutes of trustees and local governing body meetings and
the school development priorities.

Inspectors spoke with the special educational needs coordinator and visited
lessons to see first-hand how pupils were provided for.

The inspectors observed pupils’ behaviour during lessons and at playtimes. They
observed outdoor play at lunchtime and spoke with pupils about it. They spoke
with pupils about bullying, behaviour, and leaders’ expectations of pupils’
behaviour.

Inspection team

Jo Brinkley, lead inspector His Majesty's Inspector

Michael Green Ofsted Inspector

Aretha Banton Ofsted Inspector

Liz McIntosh Ofsted Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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