
Inspection of The Hunny Hive 
Kibworth Day Nursery
Smeeton Road, Kibworth Beauchamp, Leicester, Leicestershire LE8 0LG

Inspection date: 27 July 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children's joy at being in the nursery is plain to see. Babies use their sensory 
exploratory instinct and discover textures. They use kitchen utensils to create 
pictures with edible 'paint'. Toddlers use their fine-motor skills to cut and explore 
citrus fruits. Staff extend this activity and ask children to smell the fruit and use 
their muscles to squeeze out the juice. Pre-school children explore capacity and 
numbers as they investigate water beads and a wealth of other resources. Staff 
encourage children to count out the beads and match the amount they have 
counted to the corresponding numeral. Children show remarkable levels of 
concentration when taking part in activities of their choice.

Children demonstrate good levels of independence. Staff challenge and encourage 
them to do as much for themselves as they can. Pre-school children are supported 
to learn the skills they need to be well-prepared for school. Staff encourage them 
to serve their own meal and help them learn how to use trays. Children have a 
strong understanding of the nursery rules. These include for children to be 'a 
responsible bee and resilient tortoise'. Children strive to get their behaviour peg 
onto the rainbow. When they achieve this they get to dip in to a reward box to 
retrieve a reward, such as bubbles.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The extremely dedicated leadership team show superb knowledge and 
understanding of children's learning and development. They have devised a 
curriculum that is highly effective in making sure children learn the skills they 
need for future learning. Staff use the curriculum to plan and implement 
activities which support children to build on the skills that they already know and 
can do.

n The management team recognise the importance of valuing staff well-being. For 
example, staff enjoy 'pay-day treats' as well as recognition awards, such as 
employee of the month. All staff say they enjoy working here and feel 
exceptionally valued.

n Staff engage children in meaningful tasks. For instance, children are given 
responsibilities and assigned roles for the day, such as recycling monitor, well-
being monitor, garden monitor and tidy-up monitor. This empowers children to 
make a difference and supports them to adopt a high level of respect, care and 
consideration for the nursery, their friends and the world around them.

n Children understand that people may speak different languages, and they show 
an interest in learning key words. Children confidently say hello at circle time to 
staff and their peers in a range of languages.

n Staff place a strong emphasis on supporting children's literacy skills. They read 
to children with enthusiasm and excitement. Stories are interactive as toddlers 
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pretend to use a telescope to look for the 'shark'. They listen with interest and 
join in with great enthusiasm with the sentences they recognise. Staff use this 
interest to extend children's knowledge even further by explaining that some 
words sound the same and are rhyming words, for example shark and park.

n Children learn the value of superb behaviour and how this can contribute to 
rewards and treats. Staff highlight children's exceptional behaviour by placing 
money in a jar, which goes towards a treat of the children's choice. Toddlers and 
pre-school children thoroughly relish the opportunity to enjoy playing on the 
bouncy castle, that was hired using the money they earned.

n Staff place high priority on introducing a healthy lifestyle for children of all ages. 
Each day, all children begin their mornings with a physically challenging 'shake' 
session. Babies listen to popular music and interact with ribbons and bubbles. 
Pre-school children follow action rhymes and sing at the top of their voices. 
Children are learning to recognise the impact that exercise has on the bodies. At 
the end of the session, children comment they need to drink water so they do 
not dehydrate.

n The management team are passionate about ensuring children receive 
opportunities above and beyond those they may not ordinarily experience. Each 
term children take part in 'enrichment activities'. This term, the toddlers and pre-
school children have been attending bike academy where they are supported to 
learn how to balance on a bike and eventually ride a bike without stabilisers. 
Passed enrichment activities include cookery school, mini first-aid course and 
golf academy.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff demonstrate detailed knowledge of the signs that could indicate a child is at 
risk of harm, including exposure to radical and extremist views. They understand 
their duty to identify and respond to concerns about a child. They also know how 
to report concerns about the suitability of another member of staff. Recruitment 
procedures are strong to ensure that only those suitable to work with children do 
so. Staff place high priority on ensuring children understand safety measures. They 
support the child appointed as garden monitor to check for hazards before their 
friends come out to play.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2511185

Local authority Leicestershire 

Inspection number 10194506

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 9

Total number of places 75

Number of children on roll 161

Name of registered person The Hunny Pot Day Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP911028

Telephone number 0116 2793950

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The Hunny Hive Kibworth Day Nursery registered in 2019. They are located in 
Kibworth, Leicestershire. The nursery employs 28 members of childcare staff. Of 
these, 23 hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 and above, including 
five who hold an early year's degree. The providers hold qualified teacher status 
and early years professional status. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, all 
year round. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. The nursery provides funded 
early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sharon Alleary
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
acting manager and manager has taken that into account in their evaluation of 
the provider.

n The acting manager and manager and the inspector completed a learning walk 
together of all areas of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.  

n Staff and children spoke to the inspector during the inspection. 
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning. 
n The acting manager and manager and the inspector carried out a joint 

observation together. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of 

staff working in the nursery. 
n The inspector spoke to parents and took account of recently completed parent 

questionnaires offered.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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