
Inspection of The Lime Trees at King 
Edwin
King Edwin Primary School, Fourth Avenue, Edwinstowe, Mansfield NG21 9NS

Inspection date: 27 March 2023

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children show positive relationships with staff and their peers. They happily call 
staff by name when staff get down to their level to greet them at the end of the 
school day. Children throw their arms around staff and give them a cuddle. They 
are keen to talk to staff about their day at school and show them crafts they make. 
When children first arrive at the club, staff complete a register to ensure that 
everyone is present, to promote their safety. They use this time to help develop 
children's confidence in group situations. For instance, staff ask children to choose 
a question for others to answer. Children ask their peers what is their favourite 
shop. Children reply 'chip shop, cookie shop' and 'toy store'.

Children know the rules and daily routines in the club. For example, when staff say 
'hocus-pocus' children reply 'everybody focus'. They stop what they are doing and 
listen for instructions, such as when staff ask them if they would like to play 
outdoors. Children thoroughly enjoy being physically active in the host school 
playground. They take it in turns with staff to throw and catch balls. Children 
develop their strength and balance when they climb and step across a trim trail. 
Children are keen to take part in team games. They play dodge ball and 
understand that the ball is soft, so they do not get hurt. This shows their 
understanding of safety practices. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff know the children well. They provide resources to encourage children to 
develop their own creative ideas. For example, children make 'sensory bottles'. 
They choose small objects and glow sticks to put into a bottle, add water and 
securely fasten the lid. Children watch in fascination when they move the bottles 
and the objects inside move in different directions. 

n Mealtimes are sociable occasions, when staff sit with children and talk to them, 
encouraging them to take part in conversations. Children are offered a nutritious 
range of foods. Staff encourage children to try different foods, to help extend 
their diet. Children say that they ate bagels for the first time in the club and they 
liked them. Toothbrushes and toothpaste are available for children to take home 
to encourage their oral health. 

n Parents are very complimentary about the club. They say that their children are 
excited to attend. Parents appreciate how staff support their children when they 
first start, getting to know them, their interests and distracting children if they 
become upset. 

n The provider and management team support the manager and staff well. Staff 
have opportunities to reflect on their practice through, for example, supervision 
meetings. They are supported to extend their professional development. This 
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helps staff to refresh their knowledge of how to promote children's safety. Staff 
say that they feel supported with their well-being. 

n The manager gathers feedback from all people involved in the club to help 
identify improvements. Recent changes provides further opportunities for 
children to be independent. For example, children wash their bowls and plates 
after breakfast and snack times. They choose what foods they would like to eat. 

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are supported well. 
For example, the manager works closely with school teachers and other 
professionals to meet the needs of individual children. One example of this is 
when staff follow the same strategies as the host school to provide a calm space 
for children to go when they struggle to manage their behaviour. 

n Staff encourage children to take an active part in developing the rules and 
boundaries in the club. This helps them to understand what is expected of them. 
Staff reward positive behaviour. For example, each child has a picture of an owl 
and this moves higher on a tree when they show kindness. When the owl 
reaches the top of the tree, children receive a small gift to praise their 
achievements, helping to raise their self-esteem.  

n The manager and staff complement the learning children receive during their 
school day. If children do not have opportunities to complete homework, they 
support children to do this in the club. For example, children construct and build 
a pretend house to take to school when they learn about a story about pigs, a 
wolf and houses. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff carry out safety checks in the environment to help provide 
a safe space for children to play. They supervise children well and use walkie-
talkies to communicate with each other about children's individual needs when they 
use different areas in the host school. The provider follows a robust recruitment 
procedure when employing staff. Staff's ongoing suitability is checked to ensure 
they are appropriate in their role. The provider, management team, manager and 
staff know the signs that may suggest a child is at risk of harm, abuse or 
radicalisation. They know the procedure to follow to report concerns about a child's 
safety.  
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2624053

Local authority Nottinghamshire County Council

Inspection number 10276021

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 11

Total number of places 36

Number of children on roll 151

Name of registered person The Lime Trees Group CIC

Registered person unique 
reference number RP532825

Telephone number 07766773723

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The Lime Trees at King Edwin registered in 2021. It is situated in the grounds of 
King Edwin Primary School and is independently run from the school. The club 
employs three members of childcare staff. Of these, two hold appropriate early 
years qualifications at level 3. The club opens Monday to Friday from 7.15am until 
9am and from 3pm until 6pm, during term time only. The club opens during the 
school holidays, Monday to Friday from 7.30am until 6pm. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Hayley Ruane
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider has received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager and the inspector completed a tour of all areas of the club. 
n The inspector observed activities, indoors and outdoors, and the interactions 

between staff and children. 
n The inspector spoke with staff and children at appropriate times during the 

inspection. 
n The inspector carried out an observation of an activity with the manager.
n The inspector held meetings with the manager, provider and management team. 

She reviewed relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff 
working in the club. 

n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 
their views. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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