Oféted

raising standards
improving lives

Inspection of Choochoos Day Nursery

Choochoos Day Nursery, 50 Mill Lane, Harbledown, Canterbury CT2 8NE

Inspection date: 1 March 2022
Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good
Behaviour and attitudes Good
Personal development Good
Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous

inspection Not applicable
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children enthusiastically run up the path to the nursery, happy and ready to learn.
They are greeted at the door to their room and settle into the activities that have
been organised for them. Children are encouraged to be independent from a young
age. Babies are supported to wipe their own noses and those who are mobile are
shown where to put their dirty tissues.

Children demonstrate a positive attitude to learning. They can freely choose what
activity they want to take part in and they happily engage in a variety of
experiences. For example, older children eagerly bash blocks of coloured ice to get
to the dinosaurs that are frozen inside. They are encouraged to take turns when
doing this and are reminded how to be careful when using the ice hammers.

Children have access to a secure outdoor area all day and staff plan time outside
for babies to enjoy fresh air daily. Children have space to practise their physical
skills. They are supported to peddle tricycles and have room to run. Older children
learn about the meaning of Pancake Day and the significance of the name 'Shrove
Tuesday'. They pretend to make pancakes in the sand pit and talk about the
ingredients they need, including how to cook them.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B Managers have recently implemented a nappy changing audit to ensure the
nappy changing procedure is robust in safeguarding children. Managers observe
staff in order to best support their practice. They have recently made changes to
the rooms staff work in. This is to provide staff with a range of opportunities.
There are good systems in place to make sure that managers receive support
and effective mentoring from peers within the organisation. As a result, staff feel
supported within their role.

B Babies physical development is promoted well. They enjoy exploring a range of
sensory activities. For example, children use their hands to squeeze scented play
dough and have access to a range of different textured resources. However, at
times, staff can become occupied with daily tasks, such as cleaning, and miss
opportunities to fully support babies' learning.

m Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are supported well.
Staff identify gaps in children's learning and support parents to promote their
development at home. Funding is used to provide additional staff support for
children who need it. As a result, children are making good progress.

B The key-person system supports children's personal and emotional development.
For example, key people change children's nappies and tell children when they
are about to do this. This helps children to trust adults and form secure
relationships with them.
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m Children behave well. They understand the rules and boundaries at the nursery
and are confident to tell staff if others are not following these. For example,
children will seek support from adults when others do not wait their turn. Staff
remind children of how to take turns, and support them to resolve matters
quickly.

m Staff help children to learn new words. For instance, older children learn about
the initial sounds of items they choose out of a bag. However, sometimes, staff's
teaching and their quality of interactions are not fully effective to extend
children's learning further, specifically for the babies. For instance, the language
they use is not always age appropriate. In addition to this, staff do not
consistently use strategies to support children's speech. This has an impact on
the extent to which children can make progress in their language development.

m Children have a range of opportunities to experience and find out about the
world around them. For example, they go on outings to the local park and have
visitors to the setting who talk about their job. This develops the children's
understanding of people, the place where they live and other aspects of the
environment.

B Parents mostly feel well informed about what their children are learning and who
their key person is Staff hold regular meetings with parents to discuss their
children's progress. They liaise with parents and share ways to support learning
at home, especially for children who may require additional support.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The designated lead for safeguarding understands her role and what to do if she is
made aware of concerns relating to a child's welfare. Staff know the procedure to
follow should they have concerns about a child's well-being or about an adult
working with children. They know how to recognise indicators of abuse, including
how to recognise if a child is being exposed to extreme views. Managers have
updated and made improvements to risk assessments to ensure children's safety.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B improve the organisation of staff to fully support the needs of all children,
particularly younger children

m develop how staff support children's learning to ensure it is consistent,
particularly when promoting children's language.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 2629640

Local authority Kent

Inspection humber 10216300

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of

inspection Oto>

Total number of places 79

Number of children on roll 131

Name of registered person The Old Station Nursery Limited
Telephone number 01227464230

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Choochoos Day Nursery registered in 2021. It is located in Canterbury, Kent and is
part of The Old Station Nursery Group. The nursery is open each weekday from
8am until 6pm all year round. Funding is accepted for the provision of free
education for children aged two, three and four years. The nursery has a team of
30 staff, which includes a cook and an administrator. Of these, 15 hold early years
qualifications, including three who are qualified to level 6.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Pippa Clark
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Inspection activities

B This was the first inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 pandemic
began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the provider
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The deputy manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all
areas of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

B The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.

B The inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity with the deputy
manager.

B The deputy manager provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation
on request.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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