
Inspection of The Cheshire Day 
Nursery @ Thelwall
Thelwall Inds Estate, Thelwall New Road, Warrington, Cheshire WA4 2LY

Inspection date: 20 September 2024

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Staff provide consistent encouragement and praise for children. Children's 
behaviour is exemplary. Staff support children to have high levels of confidence in 
social situations. Children are happy, highly motivated and very keen to join in. 
Children talk about their emotions demonstrating a high level of understanding 
about what emotions mean and what might influence how they are feeling. They 
talk about tornados making them feel angry and roller coasters making them feel 
scared. This helps children be ready for their next stage of learning as they develop 
understanding and control over the way they might feel.

There are exceptionally high expectations for all children. Staff plan a highly 
effective sequenced educational programme for all areas of children's learning and 
focus very closely on any small areas children need to improve on. This helps 
children to make excellent progress in their learning and development. Children 
have positive attitudes towards learning. At mealtimes, younger children feed 
themselves, toddlers competently drink from open cups and older children select 
their own plates and cutlery and serve their own food. This helps children to be 
fully efficient in undertaking tasks for themselves and managing their health and 
self-care needs. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The leadership team have an excellent knowledge of how children learn and 
develop. They use this superb knowledge to plan an exceptional curriculum. 
Staff have a deep understanding of what they want children to achieve and 
implement the curriculum in a focused and effective way. Children are intrigued, 
curious and coherently build their knowledge over time.

n The setting places a strong emphasis on enabling children to make excellent 
progress in developing their communication and language skills. They 
consistently introduce new language to children of all ages, undertake specialist 
communication assessments and narrate while children are playing. Children talk 
extensively about the things that are important to them and use language to 
explain their thinking and ideas.

n Staff organise the learning environment in a way that effectively engages 
children in deep learning. Indoors and outdoors children have opportunities to 
re-visit knowledge and skills they have already gained and to use them in a 
range of contexts refining and building upon what they already know. This helps 
children to be secure in the knowledge and skills they have. Children engage in 
play for extended periods of time, are motivated and demonstrate a 'can do' 
attitude.

n Staff provide a range of superb experiences that support children to develop 
their physical skills and to learn about keeping themselves safe. Children climb 
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ladders to access the pretend pirate ship, they use scissors to cut things out and 
roast marshmallows over a fire. This helps children to be highly skilful in using 
their large and small physical skills and they have an excellent knowledge of the 
things they need to do to help stay safe.

n Staff benefit from effective and highly focused support so that they can 
continuously improve their practice. Staff observe expert colleagues model the 
very best teaching, which helps staff to ensure that their interactions with 
children are of very high quality. Staff are highly effective teachers who support 
children to achieve the best outcomes.

n Partnerships with parents are very strong. Staff spend a lot of time getting to 
know families well. Parents come into the nursery and teach the children about 
their background. Parents read stories in Welsh and show children the Chinese 
traditions and parents talk to children about the range of jobs that they have, 
such as pilots and bee keepers. Staff send home activity ideas that are very 
closely aligned to what children need to learn next. This helps children have a 
strong sense of belonging in the setting and a fully consistent approach to 
meeting their needs.

n Staff support children to show high levels of respect for each other. Staff 
effectively and consistently role model the use of manners to children. When 
children pretend to make soup outdoors, staff talk with children about sharing 
the soup with each other and comment on the good choices children make. 
Children are polite, courteous and know how to interact with each other.

n Staff implement excellent teaching to help children learn about the world around 
them. Older children learn about space. Children role play being astronauts, 
make planets and read stories about what space is like. This helps children to 
comment and ask questions about the world in which they live.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY489587

Local authority Warrington

Inspection number 10355372

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 110

Number of children on roll 105

Name of registered person The Cheshire Day Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP904296

Telephone number 01925268000

Date of previous inspection 27 November 2018

Information about this early years setting

The Cheshire Day Nursery @ Thelwall registered in 2015. The nursery employs 24 
members of childcare staff. Of these, 17 hold level 3 and one holds level 2. There 
are two members of staff who hold early years teacher status. The nursery opens 
from Monday to Friday all year round. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. The 
nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Joanne Ryan
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Inspection activities

n The managers joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the 
inspector about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn. 

n Children spoke with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector spoke with the leadership team about the leadership and 

management of the setting.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of an activity with a supporting 

teacher.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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