
Inspection of The Orchard Nursery
The Orchard Nursery, Durdells Avenue, Bournemouth BH11 9EH

Inspection date: 15 August 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children flourish in this nursery. All children, including those with additional needs, 
are making exceptional progress in their learning. Children's behaviour is exemplary 
and the most able children help other children to understand the boundaries and 
expectations. For example, children remind each other to stand back to allow 
everyone to participate in the bug hunt.

Children show high levels of confidence and the older ones in particular lead their 
own learning. Management and staff have high expectations of what they want the 
children to achieve. Consequently, children leave the nursery well prepared for 
their next stage in their learning or the move on to school. Children build very 
secure relationships with staff and children. They show great excitement when they 
go outside and enjoy a multi-sport session. This enables them to gain confidence 
and new skills.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, staff worked closely with parents. Staff maintain 
highly effective relationships and regularly check with parents to see how they feel 
their child is progressing. For example, staff have created a sensory room and 
speech and language groups to support children in their personal, social and 
emotional development and their communication and language skills. Parents 
comment that staff know their children exceptionally well and that nursery staff go 
over and above for their children.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The management team is extremely passionate about providing high-quality 
care and education. It strives to ensure it is inclusive to every child, to make 
sure they make the maximum progress from their starting points. The 
management team works exceptionally well with other agencies to make sure 
that support is targeted and it provides high-quality support to the families as 
well.

n The curriculum is targeted to every child. Staff use highly effective teaching 
methods to make sure that children are keen to participate in a wide range of 
activities, predominantly child-led activities. Staff are enthusiastic and know the 
children exceptionally well. This enables them to plan stimulating activities to 
complement the children's own interests and ideas. For example, children are 
keen to look for bugs and they predict how many they will find, completing a 
tally sheet to record the actual number. This promotes all areas of their learning.

n Parents are highly valued, respected and encouraged to share what they know 
about their child's development and learning. Regular parent meetings and an 
online system allow parents to contribute. Staff use these opportunities to share 
ideas of how they can support their children's learning further at home. Parents 
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talk about activities that particularly spark their children's interest, such as 
observing duck eggs hatching into ducklings. Parents also enjoy the extra 
activities, such as fun days, and feel their children benefit a lot from these 
opportunities.

n The special educational needs coordinator (SENCo) is exceptionally 
knowledgeable about the children in the nursery. She role models and provides 
additional training and, along with the manager, has regular meetings with the 
staff to share ideas and talk through any issues. Parents are fully involved in this 
process and children's uniqueness is celebrated.

n Staff provide a stimulating environment where they consider effectively how to 
make sure children can access the resources independently. Children show high 
levels of confidence as they select the equipment. Staff use a lot of natural 
resources to enhance children's learning.

n Children benefit from healthy and nutritious snacks and meals and their dietary 
needs are met effectively. Children learn about where food comes from as they 
grow fruit and vegetables. Staff place a high emphasis on healthy lifestyles. 
Children learn about oral health and how physical exercise supports their mental 
health and development. Children thoroughly enjoy playing different sports and 
show a great sense of perseverance as they try to learn ball skills. Children 
spend considerable time trying to get the ball in the net and beam with pride 
when they achieve this.

n The manager and the SENCo use additional funding exceptionally well to support 
children's individual progress. For example, providing one-to-one support with 
clear targets to help each child make the best possible progress from their 
starting point.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff are exceptionally knowledgeable and the committee provides a safeguarding 
officer to make sure policies and procedures are followed correctly. Staff have 
highly effective relationships with other agencies to ensure children's health, safety 
and well-being are exceptionally well promoted. Staff are constantly risk assessing 
the environment and involve the older children to enable them to identify and 
minimise risks. Children use a wide range of equipment safely. Although recruiting 
qualified staff has been difficult, the nursery has highly effective induction 
procedures to ensure staff are fit for their role and responsibility.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY486441

Local authority Bournemouth, Christchurch & Poole

Inspection number 10126050

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 53

Number of children on roll 103

Name of registered person Plymouth Cast

Registered person unique 
reference number RP534370

Telephone number 01202582228

Date of previous inspection 30 March 2016

Information about this early years setting

The Orchard Nursery first registered in 2004 and re-registered in 2014. It operates 
from within the grounds of Christ the King Primary School, in Kinson, Dorset. The 
nursery operates for 51 weeks of the year. It is open every weekday, from 8am to 
6pm. The nursery receives funding to provide free early years education for 
children aged two, three and four years. A team of 18 staff work with the children. 
Most of the staff hold early years qualifications, including two with qualifications at 
level 4 and one with a qualification at level 5.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lorraine Sparey
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
leaders and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting. 

n The manager and the inspector observed an activity together and completed a 
learning walk where they reflected on the quality of teaching and learning and 
the curriculum offered.

n The inspector spoke with parents and read letters provided specifically for the 
inspection to gain their views.

n The inspector spoke with staff and children at appropriate times throughout the 
inspection.

n The inspector held a leadership and management meeting with senior staff to 
establish how they monitor and evaluate the provision.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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