
Inspection of The Willow Tree Private 
Nursery
78 Lake Lock Road, Stanley, Wakefield WF3 4HP

Inspection date: 19 February 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children become happy and confident learners under the care of the attentive staff 
and leaders at this friendly nursery. Leaders have recognised the impact that the 
COVID-19 pandemic has had on children and their families. To ease this impact, 
children and parents receive as many settling-in sessions as they need to feel 
secure and comfortable. Children join in with sharing and turn-taking games with 
staff to help them to build their social skills. This helps children to learn how to be 
patient and build relationships with others. 

Children behave well. They listen to and follow staff's instructions. For example, 
children eagerly help to tidy away the resources at tidy-up time. Children are 
motivated to learn because staff provide activities that meet their interests. For 
instance, children enjoy exploring play dough. They hear staff use simple words, 
such as 'roll' and 'pinch', as they manipulate the play dough. Children listen and 
attempt to copy the words as they play. Older children use words such as 'heavy' 
and 'sticky' as they play with the play dough. They build their small-muscle skills as 
they use tools to roll it out and make shapes. Children develop new skills as they 
play and explore. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff read a 'book of the week' with children. This is linked to topics and themes 
that staff want children to know more about. Staff display key vocabulary on 
posters to support them to use a wide range of words when playing with 
children. This helps to grow children's knowledge and understanding of new 
words. 

n Staff use 'target boards', which lists children's next steps in learning. They use 
these boards to help them to focus their interactions with children as they play 
alongside and with them. This supports children to make progress towards their 
next steps in development. 

n On occasion, group sizes are too large for staff to provide high levels of support 
to all children taking part in activities. Sometimes, children's learning time is 
taken up with changing their clothes after messy and water play activities. Staff 
do not always consider how to organise planned activities effectively to fully 
maximise children's learning time.

n Staff set up quiet areas in the rooms to help children to manage their feelings 
and behaviour. They encourage children to take part in mindfulness activities to 
help them to feel calm. Staff talk to children about their feelings during group 
times. This helps children to begin to learn how to self-regulate and understand 
right from wrong. 

n Babies learn to sit at the table during mealtimes and use cutlery to feed 
themselves. Older children use water dispensers to pour their own drinks. This 
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helps to promote children's independence skills. Staff take children for regular 
outings in the community. For example, children go litter picking or take part in 
sponsored walks to raise money for charity. This helps children to learn British 
values, such as respect and kindness. 

n The special educational needs coordinator (SENCo) liaises closely with parents, 
local authority advisers and other health professionals. She carries out visits to 
children in other settings before they start to attend the nursery. This helps her 
to get to know children and their needs. The SENCo mentors other members of 
staff to grow their knowledge of supporting children with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities (SEND). Consequently, children with SEND receive 
targeted support that meets their needs.

n Staff use an electronic app and a parent's board in the entrance way to inform 
parents and carers about the curriculum and what their children have been 
learning. Children build good relationships with the staff members who care for 
them. However, some parents do not know who their child's key person is. This 
does not support parents to build relationships with their child's main carer. 

n Staff receive detailed inductions and regular supervision sessions with the 
nursery managers. However, due to recent staffing shortages, the managers 
have been working directly with children to meet ratio requirements. This means 
that the managers have not been able to consistently monitor and observe staff 
in their roles. However, the nominated individual is working hard to recruit more 
staff members. She is committed to ensuring that the managers receive more 
time to carry out their leadership roles to provide further support and guidance 
for staff. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n consider the organisation of group activities, so that all children fully benefit 
from the experiences available to them and to minimise disruptions to children's 
learning

n ensure that information about the key-person system is clearly communicated to 
parents, to support them to build relationships with their child's main carer

n support the managers to enhance the monitoring of staff's practice, to identify 
areas for development and support them to continue to build on their skills and 
knowledge.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2714824

Local authority Wakefield

Inspection number 10327889

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 75

Number of children on roll 42

Name of registered person THE WILLOW TREE PRIVATE NURSERY LTD 

Registered person unique 
reference number 2714826

Telephone number 01924 788061

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The Willow Tree Private Nursery registered in 2022 and is located in the Stanley 
area of Wakefield. The nursery is open Monday to Friday, all year round, except for 
bank holidays. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. The nursery employs nine 
members of childcare staff. Of these, seven staff hold appropriate early years 
qualifications at level 2 and above. It provides funded early education for two-, 
three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Samantha Lambert
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
nominated individual and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the 
nursery. 

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want children to learn.

n Children spoke to and communicated with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector spoke with the nominated individual about the leadership and 

management of the nursery. 
n The inspector spoke with the nominated individual and staff about their 

safeguarding knowledge and responsibilities. 
n The SENCo spoke to the inspector about how they support children with SEND.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact on children's learning.
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity with the 

nominated individual.
n Parents and grandparents shared their views on the nursery with the inspector.
n The nominated individual showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate 

the suitability of staff. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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