
Inspection of Tinywoods Preschool
Lightwoods Primary School, Wolverhampton Road, Oldbury B68 0LP

Inspection date: 4 December 2024

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children are extremely happy and settled. On arrival, they eagerly get involved in a 
range of activities that excite and motivate them to learn more. They make 
exceptional progress in the language-rich, inspirational setting. Leaders place a 
high priority on children's language development as a fundamental tool that is at 
the centre of all their planning. They believe that the acquisition of language is vital 
and the key thread across all seven areas of learning. Staff are fully aware that 
effective language and literacy skills support children to access the whole 
curriculum. 

Children follow their interests. They choose activities and resources that they enjoy, 
helping to trigger further exploration and learning. In addition, staff follow themes 
that are based on popular books and stories that capture children's imagination. 
Children take the lead in their play to 'have a go', interact and build on their strong 
desire to learn. For example, children confidently name colours, enjoy counting 
objects, enthusiastically chant the words and coordinate their actions as they 'go 
on a bear hunt'. All children, including those in receipt of funding and those with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND), make consistently high rates 
of progress in all areas of learning. 

Routines are implemented consistently across the setting. This helps children learn 
rules and boundaries. Staff are impressively good role models. Children show high 
perseverance and patience, such as when waiting for their turn in a group activity. 
They smile with pride when they are praised by staff for their successful efforts. 
Special one-to-one time is used effectively to support those children who need 
additional support to regulate their emotions, with excellent results. Children 
possess extremely positive attitudes to learning and very high levels of curiosity 
and attention to detail. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders have very high expectations and a deep respect for staff, who are 
empowered to take ownership of different aspects of care and education in the 
pre-school. In turn, the whole team has high expectations of children and works 
tirelessly to ensure that a purposeful, well-organised, ambitious curriculum 
supports children to make the best possible progress.

n The pre-school environments are imaginatively resourced, appealing and 
engaging. Staff provide an abundance of scope for children to experiment and 
become deeply engrossed in their play and learning. Staff use signs, prompts 
and picture cards to support the introduction of language and to scaffold 
understanding for those who cannot yet verbally communicate, as well as for 
those children who speak English as an additional language. 
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n Using their regular assessments and observations, staff identify what each child 
needs to know and understand next in their learning. Staff skilfully incorporate 
these next steps into the activities and experiences they provide. This helps to 
ensure that staff add suitable, targeted challenges in their interactions with 
children.

n The vision of leaders and managers is consistently shared with all staff through 
peer observations, staff meetings and supervision. This ensures that all staff 
understand that each child is unique and that the goal is to empower them to be 
confident, independent, happy individuals who are excited about their future. 

n Staff are highly inclusive and provide excellent support for children with SEND. 
They collaborate closely with professionals to refer children to gain appropriate 
intervention. Staff quickly identify gaps in children's learning, input strategies 
and use funding to ensure they make progress. 

n The highly effective programmes for literacy mean that children are learning the 
concepts and skills necessary to be confident readers and writers. Skilful delivery 
of the literacy programmes by the knowledgeable staff means that children are 
exceeding in their understanding of rhythm, rhyme, mark making and letter 
sounds. Children are swiftly developing literacy skills to support their future 
learning. 

n Managers and staff have extremely high expectations to equip all children with 
the skills and knowledge they need to explore and understand the world around 
them. Children are exposed to a wealth of experiences and learn about other 
cultures and traditions. For example, they learn about Black History Month and 
listen to stories and the sounds of African drums. Staff find out about the 
cultures relevant to the children that attend and ensure their traditions are 
celebrated. 

n Parents offer the highest praise for staff and managers. Staff share detailed 
information with parents about their children's learning and how to continue this 
at home, including through a digital platform. Parents talk positively about 
children's key-person relationships and communication with staff. They express 
extremely high levels of satisfaction with the care and education their children 
receive. 

n Superb partnerships with the host school mean that children are extremely well 
prepared for the next stage in their learning. Staff have developed close working 
partnerships with other early years settings to share best practice and improve 
children's outcomes.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture towards safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2691493

Local authority Sandwell

Inspection number 10363613

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 4

Total number of places 35

Number of children on roll 64

Name of registered person Shireland Collegiate Academy Trust

Registered person unique 
reference number RP523733

Telephone number 07974128551

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Tinywoods Preschool registered in 2022. It operates at the Lightwoods Primary 
School, Oldbury. The pre-school employs seven staff, all of whom hold relevant 
early years qualifications. The pre-school opens from Monday to Friday, during 
school term time. Sessions are from 8am until 5.30pm. The pre-school provides 
funded early education for children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Beverley Devlin
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Inspection activities

n A manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn.

n The inspector observed activities inside the pre-school and in the garden. She 
spoke to staff and children at appropriate times throughout the inspection. 

n A manager and the inspector watched a planned activity together. They 
discussed the quality of the teaching they saw. 

n The inspector viewed a range of documents, including evidence of the checks of 
suitability for all staff. 

n Parents spoke to the inspector during the inspection, and she took their views 
into consideration in her evaluation of the pre-school.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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