
Inspection of Tiddlywinks Pre-School 
(Leyland) Ltd
Leyland Methodist Infant School, Canberra Road, LEYLAND PR25 3ET

Inspection date: 30 September 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children receive a warm welcome from the kind and nurturing staff as they arrive 
at this friendly and happy setting. Children separate confidently from their parents, 
put away their coats and bags and eagerly make their way into the nursery, ready 
to start their day. They find the card with their name or photo on and stick it onto a 
board to show that they are present. Children choose from a range of interesting 
activities and are quickly absorbed in their play. This demonstrates that children 
feel emotionally secure and that they benefit from well-embedded routines. 

Children get plenty of fresh air and exercise in the well-planned outdoor space. 
They ask staff to get a bubble maker out of the shed, which staff readily do. 
Children patiently wait their turn to use the machine to form the bubbles. Children 
carefully push the handles and blow to make the bubbles. They squeal in delight as 
huge bubbles appear. Children jump up and down and run round the outside area, 
enthusiastically trying to burst the bubbles. This supports the development of 
children's physical skills well.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders and staff have developed a sequenced curriculum that supports all 
children to make good progress. At times, staff work thoughtfully with children 
and encourage and support them in making their next steps. For example, they 
develop children's fine motor skills when taking part in a painting and cutting 
activity. However, systems do not always fully support all staff to be precisely 
aware of children's next steps. Children are then not consistently supported and 
their progress is less secure.

n Communication and language is a strong focus at the nursery. Children's key 
persons gather precise information about children's speaking, listening and 
language and next steps in communication and language carefully. Staff speak 
slowly and clearly to children, giving them plenty of time to think about what has 
been said and to formulate an answer. Children are supported to use interesting 
and varied words, such as the word 'excavator' when sharing a book about 
dinosaurs. This demonstrates the positive impact of the curriculum on children's 
vocabulary.

n Children enjoy taking part in a group singing session incorporating a parachute. 
They choose an animal from a bag of toys and sing a song about the animal. 
Children excitedly lift the parachute up and down, singing as they do so. At a 
given signal, the children are all absolutely silent, with their eyes fixed on the 
member of staff. When the staff member gives the signal, they begin to sing 
again. These activities develop children's listening and attention skills very well.

n Children benefit from a range of exciting trips and visits in the local area and 
beyond. They visit a home for older people, where they share books and sing 
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with the residents. Children develop their mathematics skills when they visit a 
supermarket to buy cooking ingredients. They learn about the past when they 
visit a vehicle museum and listen for environmental sounds on a local walk. 
These outings support children's understanding and appreciation of the 
community in which they live and of the wider world. 

n Children have some opportunities to develop their independence and self-care 
skills. They help themselves to a drink labelled with their photo or name when 
they are thirsty. When they have finished a painting, they place it carefully on a 
rack to dry. However, at other times, staff do things for children that they could 
do for themselves, such as putting out their plates and cups at lunchtime or 
beginning to fasten their own coat. At these times, children's independence is 
not as well supported.

n Staff speak very positively about the support and guidance that they receive 
from leaders. They appreciate the regular discussions with leaders about their 
well-being and professional development. They enjoyed a recent team 
development day, where they shared good practice and refreshed their skills in 
partnership with colleagues. This positive support for staff ensures that the 
setting continues to develop and improve.

n Parents speak with warmth and appreciation about the learning and care that 
their children receive at the nursery. They report that they work in a positive 
partnership with staff and leaders, for example when settling children or working 
together to develop children's communication and language. Parents say that 
the useful information that the nursery shares with them enables them to 
continue children's learning at home. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop existing systems further to ensure that all staff are precisely aware of 
children's individual next steps in learning

n increase opportunities for children to develop their independence skills. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY452428

Local authority Lancashire

Inspection number 10407722

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 39

Number of children on roll 36

Name of registered person Tiddlywinks Pre-School (Leyland) LTD

Registered person unique 
reference number RP531908

Telephone number 01772 446519

Date of previous inspection 16 January 2020

Information about this early years setting

Tiddlywinks Pre-School (Leyland) Ltd originally registered in 1994. It opens Monday 
to Friday from 9am until 3pm. The pre-school employs 11 members of childcare 
staff. Of these, 10 hold appropriate early years qualifications. The owner holds 
qualified teacher status and early years professional status. The pre-school is based 
within the grounds of Leyland Methodist Infant School in Leyland, Lancashire, and 
older children occupy one of the rooms within the school. The pre-school provides 
the government funded places for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sarah Gower-Jones
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Inspection activities

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn. 

n The inspector spoke to children to find out about their time at the setting.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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