
Inspection of The Little School 
Daycare Ltd
42-43 Boston Park Road, BRENTFORD, Middlesex TW8 9JF

Inspection date: 31 May 2024

Overall effectiveness Requires improvement

The quality of education Requires improvement

Behaviour and attitudes Requires improvement

Personal development Requires improvement

Leadership and management Requires improvement

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision requires improvement

Leaders worked tirelessly to meet actions set during the previous visit. For 
example, they improved deployment of staff to ensure children's safety during 
mealtimes. They ensured that staff, including leaders, fully understand their roles 
and responsibilities in monitoring children's welfare. This helps to keep children 
safe. 

Staff warmly greet children, who then quickly settle into their chosen activity. Staff 
know children well and plan activities that reflect their interests. For example, staff 
help children to wash toy cars and vehicles, as they discuss their experiences from 
outside the nursery. Leaders are clear about what children need to learn and why. 
They ensure that staff understand learning intentions behind each activity. 
However, this does not always transfer into practice, and teaching is variable. For 
example, interactions between some staff and children are not of a consistently 
good quality, which hinders the delivery of the curriculum. Despite this, children 
demonstrate they feel happy, safe and secure. They form positive relationships with 
staff and their peers. 

Staff model positive behaviours, such as encouraging the use of good manners. 
Children share resources, at times with some support from staff. They share space 
safely, for example, as they use scooters in the outdoor area. Children know and 
understand the expectations and follow these well.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The nursery recently has undergone some changes with regards to the 
leadership team. Leaders work closely with the staff team and are aware of 
some areas for development. Leaders offer staff some support and guidance. 
However, focused professional development is not yet in place to embed 
changes in practice and to enhance staff teaching skills. This aims to help to 
raise quality of education to a good level for all children across the nursery.

n Staff introduce new vocabulary, read stories, and sing songs and rhymes with 
children. However, at times, staff ask too many questions in quick succession. 
Children are not always given enough time to hear, think and respond before the 
next question is asked. Furthermore, staff do not always provide children, who 
are less confident to speak, with high quality interactions. This hinders the 
progress children make in their communication and language area of learning. 

n Although staff understand children's next steps in learning, they do not always 
use these to guide their teaching. This does not help to promote consistency in 
children's learning, especially in the absence of their key person.

n Staff plan learning opportunities to support children to develop their physical 
skills. Children develop their hand-to-eye coordination and fine motor skills as 
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they connect small parts during construction activity. They strengthen their small 
muscles as they explore with sand and kneed play dough. Children develop their 
gross motor skills by balancing on tyres, running, jumping, climbing up steps 
and sliding down the slide. This supports children to make good progress in their 
physical development.

n Staff promote children's independence in personal care routines, including 
toileting. Children hang up their jackets when they come to the nursery. Staff 
encourage children to serve their food and clean away their plates after lunch. 
These activities help to prepare children for the routines they will experience in 
school. 

n Staff support children to develop their mathematical knowledge through 
everyday play. For example, as children explore with play dough, they name the 
shapes they cut out. Furthermore, some children look for shapes in the 
environment.

n Staff reinforce rules and boundaries with children at the start of the morning. 
They support children's understanding of feelings and emotions in different 
situations. For example, they explore scenarios of what to do if someone takes a 
toy another child is using. 

n Staff promote children's understanding of healthy lifestyles well. Children benefit 
from nutritious meals. Leaders put measures in place to ensure children with 
dietary requirements and allergies are kept safe. Children learn about practices 
that support their health, including their oral health.

n Parent's comments are very positive. Parents appreciate the care and attention 
their children receive, and they feel well informed about their child's learning. 
They say that they believe staff prepare children well for their move to school. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage and 
Childcare Register the provider must:

Due date
provide focused professional 
development to help staff enhance their 
teaching skills and interactions with 
children, so that the quality of education 
is consistently good or better.

31/08/2024
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To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n build on staff awareness of strategies and consistently implement the curriculum 
for communication and language to develop children's skills even further

n strengthen staff knowledge of children even further to ensure they continue to 
make progress, including in the absence of their key person.

Inspection report: The Little School Daycare Ltd
31 May 2024 4



Setting details
Unique reference number EY426749

Local authority Hounslow

Inspection number 10347775

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 90

Number of children on roll 70

Name of registered person The Little School Daycare Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP523895

Telephone number 02085 684 447

Date of previous inspection 7 February 2020

Information about this early years setting

The Little School Daycare registered in 2011. It is open each weekday from 7.30am 
to 6pm for 51 weeks of the year. There are 15 members of staff, of whom nine hold 
relevant qualifications between level 2 and level 3. The nursery receives funding to 
provide free early education for children aged two, three and four.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Agnes Wink
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
leaders and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery. 

n Leaders joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about the curriculum and what they want children to learn. 

n Children communicated with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector held discussions with leaders to assess the effectiveness of 

leadership. 
n Leaders and the inspector carried out a joint observation and evaluated the 

quality of education.
n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their 

views. 
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.  
n Leaders provided the inspector with a sample of documentation, including 

documentation to demonstrate the suitability of staff.  

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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