
Inspection of Tiny Toez @ East Staffs
East Staffordshire Children's Centre, 248 Waterloo Street, BURTON-ON-TRENT, 
Staffordshire DE14 2NJ

Inspection date: 19 March 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Leaders have made significant improvements since their last inspection. They 
conduct thorough risk assessments of the nursery environment to eliminate 
potential hazards and risks for children, ensuring that the premises are clean and 
suitable for childcare purposes. Children play happily alongside the friendly staff, 
chatting to them about their play. Babies hold out their arms to staff for reassuring 
cuddles. This demonstrates that children feel safe and secure in the nursery. 
Children happily engage in a range of fun and exciting activities that are planned 
for them to enjoy. They run around excitedly in an enabling outdoor area. Children 
develop important physical skills as staff guide them to navigate their way along 
balance beams. Staff model how to throw balls for young children as they attempt 
to throw them through basketball hoops. Children cheer excitedly as they are 
successful and staff praise their efforts, building their confidence and self-esteem. 

Staff teach children to develop an understanding of healthy lifestyles. Children eat 
nutritious meals and snacks and learn how the food they eat is good for them. For 
example, they learn how eating the courgettes and peppers in their lunchtime 
casserole helps them to grow big and strong. Leaders and staff implement safety 
protocols within the nursery to ensure children's dietary needs are met. Children 
behave well in this nursery. They learn and respectfully follow the rules and 
routines established across the nursery. Staff teach children how to care for each 
other and the environment. Children's growing independence is promoted well. For 
example, young children learn to put on their coats and shoes and older children 
self-serve their meals at lunchtime and pour drinks from jugs.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders have developed a curriculum that reflects children's interests and what it 
is children at different stages of their development need to learn. However, staff 
working with older children sometimes focus too much on letters and sounds 
and do not build on what children already know and can do to fully support their 
next steps in learning.

n Leaders have worked hard to develop the ways in which they support children 
with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) within the nursery. 
Observation and assessment of children's learning are used to help identify and 
plan appropriate support for children. Staff receive ongoing training and 
coaching to further develop this area of their practice. Leaders work in 
partnership with external agencies and other professionals to seek specialist 
advice that will further support children with SEND in the nursery. 

n Children's communication and language skills are promoted. Staff engage in 
purposeful conversations with young children as they play alongside them, 
introducing and modelling new vocabulary. For example, children learn the 
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names of unfamiliar vegetables, such as cabbage and peppers, as they prepare 
meals for staff in their outdoor café. Babies enjoy singing familiar songs and 
sharing lift-the-flap books with staff. They smile and babble as staff animatedly 
name the animals they reveal. However, staff working with older children do not 
consistently support children's ongoing communication as well as they could.

n Children enjoy a range of activities and learning opportunities that are fun and 
engaging. For example, young children develop important fine motor skills as 
they explore using different materials, such as manipulating fir cones and 
making patterns in play dough. Older children enjoy drawing pictures and other 
mark-making activities that support them to develop a good pencil grip in 
preparation for pre-writing skills. Children develop personal safety skills when 
they participate in 'Beep, Beep' day activities, where they learn how to cross the 
road safely.

n Leaders monitor the quality of teaching and learning to identify areas of their 
practice to further develop and to promote staff's professional development. 
Staff have regular supervisions and feel that their well-being is considered. They 
undertake ongoing training to support them in their roles. For example, they 
receive training in the use of a language tool that uses signs and symbols to 
support children's early communication skills. 

n Parents speak favourably about the nursery and the staff who care for their 
children. They report how their children enjoy their time at the nursery and feel 
safe and secure. They appreciate the information they receive about their 
children's daily activities and the progress they are making. Parents comment 
that they receive helpful information from staff about how they can continue to 
support their children's learning at home. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to build on what children already know and can do to fully support 
their next steps in learning

n embed how staff consistently support communication and language for older 
children to help them make even better progress in this area.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY470129

Local authority Staffordshire

Inspection number 10373509

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 72

Number of children on roll 89

Name of registered person Tiny Toez Childrens Day Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP905043

Telephone number 01283 741343

Date of previous inspection 18 October 2024

Information about this early years setting

Tiny Toez @ East Staffs registered in 2013 and is situated in Burton-on-Trent. The 
nursery employs 13 members of childcare staff. Of these, two hold an appropriate 
early years qualification at level 6, one holds level 5, one holds level 4, six hold 
level 3 and two hold level 2.  The nursery opens from Monday to Friday for 51 
weeks each year. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. The nursery provides funded 
early education.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sue Bradford
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Inspection activities

n The inspector completed a learning walk with the manager and area manager 
and talked about the curriculum and what they want children to learn. 

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching and learning during activities and 
assessed the impact this has on children's learning. 

n The inspector had discussions with leaders and staff to determine how risk 
assessment and hygiene protocols are implemented to help keep children safe in 
the nursery.

n The inspector spoke to parents throughout the day to gain their views of the 
nursery.

n The inspector and manager completed a joint observation of teaching and 
learning.

n The inspector spoke to staff and children at appropriate times throughout the 
day. 

n The inspectors reviewed relevant documentation.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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