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Name of chair
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of Mr P Nielsen

Date of previous inspection: February 1998
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SCHOOL

Tonacliffe Primary is larger than average for its type with 246 full-time and 31 part-time children on
roll, 148 boys and 129 girls. The number on roll is falling, as in other local schools. Socio-economic
circumstances for its catchment area are broadly average, and the attainment of children at entry to
the nursery is broadly average, although this covers a wide range of ability. There is a small number
of children in public care. The proportion of children from minority ethnic groups is below average,
and there are no children learning English as an additional language. The proportion of children with
special educational needs and statements of their need is average. These needs range from
moderate learning and physical difficulties to emotional and behavioural difficulties. The number of
children leaving or joining the school at other than the usual times is low. The school is part of a
Learning Network with other local schools. The school received an Achievement Award in 2000.
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PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT
OVERALL EVALUATION

This is a good school with some very good features. It also has some areas for further
development. Children make very good progress in their personal development and achieve
well academically because the quality of education is good. The school provides good
value for money.

The school’s main strengths and weaknesses are:

e The quality of education is good, with a good proportion of lessons being very good or
excellent.

e The headteacher leads and manages the school well, and is supported effectively by
other key leaders, although the leadership and management responsibilities of the
deputy headteacher are not clear enough.

e Children’s personal development is very good, including their attitudes to learning and
behaviour.

e There is insufficient access to outdoor play facilities for children in the nursery and
reception classes.

e Children achieve well in reading, number, science, and aspects of art and design and
music.

e There are good links with parents and they support their children’s learning well.

e Some important aspects of statutory care procedures have not been updated.

The school has improved well and has dealt with the key issues from the last inspection
well. Standards have risen, and the quality of education has improved. Many systems to
manage the school not then in place are now well established, with good effect on the
children’s learning. Good improvements have also been made to the accommodation,
although access to outdoor play facilities in the Foundation Stage is not good enough.

STANDARDS ACHIEVED

Achievement is good. Standards are currently above average overall in the core subjects
by the end of Year 2 and Year 6. Children enter the nursery with a broadly average range of
skills and abilities, and most achieve well to reach the goals expected by the end of
reception, with a significant proportion achieving higher levels. By the end of Year 2,
children currently attain above average levels in reading, average levels in writing, and
above average levels in mathematics and science. By the end of Year 6, children currently
attain average levels in English, with reading above average and writing average, and
above average levels in mathematics and science. In the national assessments in 2004,
results for children in Year 2 were well above average levels in mathematics, above
average in reading and science, and average levels in writing. In the tests at the end of
Year 6, results were well above average in science, above average in mathematics and
average in English. The table shows that attainment has risen in mathematics and science
by the end of Year 6, and has been maintained at average levels in English. The low result
in English compared with similar schools is mainly from fewer children reaching the higher
Level 5 in writing, as more children reached the expected Level 4 than the national average.
The results represent average comparable progress from Year 2 to Year 6. The upward
trend is in line with the national trend. Boys and girls achieve broadly similar levels.

Results in National all schools similar schools
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Curriculum tests at the end 2002 2003 2004 2004
of Year 6, compared with:
English C C C D
mathematics D B B D
science B C A C

Key: A - well above average; B — above average; C — average; D — below average; E — well below average
Similar schools are those whose children attained similarly at the end of Year 2.

Children achieve well in the Foundation Stage, and particularly well in creative
development. From Years 1 to 6, children achieve well in art and design, design and
technology and music, and satisfactorily in other areas. Children’s personal development is
very good, and their attitudes to learning and their behaviour are very good. Children’s
moral development is very good, and spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
is good overall. Attendance is above average.

QUALITY OF EDUCATION

The quality of education is good. Teaching is good, leading to good learning for the
children. The staff work together successfully in teams covering different age groups to
organise children’s learning. Despite the long-term absence of a member of the team, the
Foundation Stage staff provide a good education for the youngest children in the nursery
and reception classes. However, access to the outdoor area is limited for reception. Most of
the classes have children from more than one year group, and the teachers effectively plan
activities and tasks that are suitable for children’s varying needs. In English and
mathematics, children from Years 3 to 6 are well taught in sets determined by age or prior
attainment. Children progress well in most lessons, and in one in four lessons make very
rapid progress because the teaching is excellent or very good. The curriculum is good and
has improved well since the last inspection. Children are generally well cared for, and
receive good support and advice in their learning. However, the administrative systems to
ensure children’s health, safety and welfare are unsatisfactory so that care, guidance and
support are unsatisfactory overall. Partnerships with parents, other schools and the
community are also good, and have good impact on the overall quality of education.

LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT

Leadership and management are good. Governance is also good, and governors are more
closely involved in many aspects of the school's work than at the last inspection. The
headteacher leads the school effectively, ensuring that improvement plans are based on
development needs from monitoring and evaluating the school’s work. The contribution of
other key leaders is much improved since the last inspection overall, although the
responsibilities of the headteacher and deputy headteacher are not efficiently distributed.
Management systems are much improved since the last inspection, and financial
management and administration are generally efficient. However, there are complex staffing
issues currently that have affected the school’s finances adversely. The governors are
working closely with the local authority to resolve these issues, as part of an area review of
falling rolls in a number of schools, including this one.

PARENTS’ AND CHILDREN’S VIEWS OF THE SCHOOL

Parents are generally happy with the school, and feel that their children do well here. They
particularly value the quality of teaching, that their children were helped to settle in well, and
that staff expect the children to work hard. A small minority feel that they are not kept well
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enough informed, and that their views are not effectively sought. The inspection confirms
the parents’ positive views but finds that, in general, consultation and information for
parents are good. The children are generally happy in the school, and many Year 6 children
feel that they have made really good progress this year. A few children feel that some
lessons are too easy, but the inspection found little evidence of this.
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IMPROVEMENTS NEEDED
The most important things the school should do to improve are:

e raise children’s achievement in writing by the end of Year 2 and Year 6, including their
handwriting;

e review the responsibilities of the headteacher and deputy headteacher in order that they
share the leadership and management of the school between them more efficiently;

e ensure that outdoor play facilities are fully accessible for children in the nursery and
reception classes;

and, to meet statutory requirements:

e ensure that administrative procedures to manage the monitoring of children’s health and
safety are up to date.
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PART B: COMMENTARY ON THE INSPECTION FINDINGS

STANDARDS ACHIEVED BY CHILDREN

Standards achieved in areas of learning and subjects

Achievement is good across the school. Standards are average in English, although they
are above average in reading, and they are above average in mathematics and science.

Main strengths and weaknesses

Reading is taught well, and children achieve good levels across the school, although
achievement in writing is satisfactory.

Children do well consistently in mathematics and science because the teaching is good.

In the nursery and reception classes, children generally achieve well, and very well in
creative development.

The school's focus on art and design, design and technology, information and
communication technology (ICT) and music leads to good achievement in these areas.

Commentary

1.

Achievement is good across the school. Most children in the Foundation Stage
achieve the goals expected by the end of reception, and do particularly well in creative
development. They learn to behave very well and have very good attitudes to their
learning. Relationships are very secure, with an increasing awareness by the children
of the need to share fairly and take turns in their work and play. In the nursery, the
staff interact very well with the children in their play to develop their language and
vocabulary. The children in reception use their knowledge from reading effectively to
write their own sentences, although a few find this difficult still. There is a good focus
on counting so that children gain confidence through rhymes and songs. Children
develop good skills for their age in ICT, and make really good progress in drawing and
painting, where pattern is linked to work in mathematical development, and music.

Standards in national tests at the end of Year 2 — average point scores in 2004

Standards in: School results National results
reading 16.8 (16.9) 15.8 (15.7)
writing 15.0 (16.1) 14.6 (14.6)

mathematics 17.8 (17.9) 16.2 (16.3)

There were 36 children in the year group. Figures in brackets are for the previous year

In Years 1 and 2, children build well on their earlier experiences and consistently
achieve above average levels in speaking and listening, reading, mathematics and
science. Their achievement in writing is often above average by the end of Year 2, but
is more variable year on year. The table shows the results in national tests at the end
of Year 2 for the last two years. The school’s concentration on the improvement of
writing standards is beginning to have good effect but handwriting is often
unsatisfactory because it is not well taught. In both mathematics and science, children
make good progress in investigative methods that helps well with problem solving by
Year 2. The children achieve expected levels in ICT and religious education, but often
achieve above expectations in art and design and design and technology.
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Standards in national tests at the end of Year 6 — average point scores in 2004

Standards in: School results National results
English 27.2 (27.2) 26.9 (26.8)

mathematics 28.0 (27.6) 27.0 (26.8)
science 30.3 (29.0) 28.6 (28.6)

There were 44 children in the year group. Figures in brackets are for the previous year

The table shows the results in national tests at the end of Year 6 for the past two
years. In Years 3 to 6, children achieve consistently well in mathematics and science.
They continue to develop good investigative and problem-solving skills that they apply
well in lessons, and in achieving above average levels in tests at the end of Year 6. In
English, they improve their speaking and listening skills well, so that by Year 6 they
discuss complex grammar and writing styles with assurance. Children’s reading is also
good and progresses particularly well in Years 3 and 4, as does their writing in these
classes. Handwriting is often weak, and there is no consistency in its teaching by the
staff. Children achieve well in music, with some achieving very high levels in playing
brass instruments or recorders, and in singing. There is also good achievement in ICT,
art and design and design and technology. Children achieve as expected in the
Agreed Syllabus for religious education by the end of Year 6.

Children with a variety of special educational needs achieve well, as do the small
number of children in public care, and those few from minority ethnic groups. Due to
the good level and quality of support, children make good progress towards their
individual learning targets. Children with a special educational need are identified at
an early stage and receive good support. As a result, they achieve well in terms of the
targets contained in their individual education plans. Boys and girls generally achieve
similar levels, although girls sometimes achieve higher levels in English whilst boys
sometimes achieve higher levels in mathematics and science.

Children’s attitudes, values and other personal qualities

The children’s attitudes, behaviour and relationships are very good. The children’s
spiritual, moral, social, and cultural development is good and their personal development is
very good overall. The attendance level is good and is above the national average.
Punctuality is good.

Main strengths and weaknesses

The school fosters very positive attitudes to learning, enabling children to mature
exceptionally well.

The warm relationships between staff and children and amongst the children themselves
helps to promote a harmonious environment.

The provision for children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural development helps to
develop their confidence and self-awareness well.

Attendance is higher than in other similar schools and punctuality is good.

Commentary
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Children’s personal development is very good. The majority of children demonstrate very good
attitudes to learning. This is evident from the positive way they respond to tasks and activities
in lessons and to opportunities for social interaction. They like school and work well
individually as well as in group situations. Children speak enthusiastically about the school
and were keen to stress that Tonacliffe is a ‘good school’ where they can ‘make lots of
friends’. Children’s contribution to the life of the school is reflected in their willingness to take
initiative and responsibility when given the opportunity to do so. The youngest children in the
nursery and reception classes show very good attitudes to school. They interact well, are
happy to share their toys and equipment, take turns and concentrate well. The quality of
relationships within the school bears testimony to the respect children show to others’
feelings, values and beliefs. All of this impacts very positively on children’s learning and
achievement, whilst preparing them for life within the school and beyond.

The school’s behaviour management support systems are well established. Teachers’
sensitive management of children including the use of praise and celebration of
achievement reinforces very good standards of behaviour in and around the school.
Children respond very well to adults’ high expectations of them. There are no major
concerns relating to bullying or harassment of any kind and children are confident that
if they have concerns they know who to go to, for it to ‘be sorfed out’. The school is
very effective in dealing with minor incidents of unacceptable behaviour and has a
‘zero tolerance’ approach in some areas. This has resulted in a small number of
children being excluded for short periods. Whilst the numbers over the last three
years are higher than those frequently found in primary schools this policy is generally
effective with most of the children not re-offending.

Exclusions

Ethnic background of children

Exclusions in the last school year

No of children Number of Number of

Categories used in the Annual School Census on roll fixed period permanent

exclusions exclusions
White — British 204 4 0
Mixed — White and Black Caribbean 4 0 0
Chinese 1 0 0
Parent / child preferred not to say 68 0 0

The table gives the number of exclusions, which may be different from the number of children excluded.

The provision for children’s spiritual moral, social and cultural development is
effectively promoted across the curriculum and enables children to become well-
rounded individuals during their time at school. This is an improvement since the last
inspection.  Children’s spirituality is developed well through religious education
lessons and assemblies, and through art and music. Children develop a good
understanding of different religions and the ethos of the school fosters care and
respect for each other’s feelings, values and beliefs. Provision for children’s moral
development is very good. The framework of values in the school’s strong moral code
enables children to distinguish between right and wrong and reflect on the
consequences of their actions. The clear system of rewards and sanctions is well
understood and valued as children aim for their different certificates and the ultimate
‘badge’.
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Social development is very good and social harmony is a strong feature of the school.
This results in constructive relationships being forged between staff and children and
amongst the children themselves. This helps to promote a good working environment
that contributes very effectively to children’s achievement. Children are encouraged
to undertake roles of responsibility as class monitors, volunteers, and ‘reading
buddies’, and a small number of older children are elected as representatives on the
‘School Child Council’. Provision for children’s cultural development is good. Children
have opportunities to develop an understanding and appreciation of their own cultural
heritage through sport, art, music and literature. The choir and orchestra participate
enthusiastically in local concerts and events. The school is aware that more needs to
be done to increase children’s awareness of the wider cultural diversity of society and
is in discussions with a local adviser about how this may be accomplished.

Attendance is good and is above the national average. Children are generally happy to come
to school and are eager to learn. Unauthorised absence is in line with that found nationally.
Most parents bring their children to school punctually in the mornings and lessons start on
time. The school has very good systems in place to monitor and promote attendance levels.

Attendance in the latest complete reporting year (%)

Authorised absence Unauthorised absence
School data 3.8 School data 0.4
National data 5.1 National data 0.4

The table gives the percentage of half days (sessions) missed through absence for the latest complete reporting year.

QUALITY OF EDUCATION PROVIDED BY THE SCHOOL

The quality of education is good. Teaching is good, leading to good learning for the
children. The curriculum is good, well improved since the last inspection. Care, guidance
and support are good in most aspects, but unsatisfactory overall because some important
statutory aspects of care procedures have not been updated, including related staff training.
Children are generally well cared for, and receive good support and advice in their learning.
Partnerships with parents, other schools and the community are also good, and have good
impact on the overall quality of education.

Teaching and learning

Teaching is good, leading to good learning for the children. Assessment is also good.
Main strengths and weaknesses
The staff encourage the children’s learning well and promote very good attitudes to learning.

Expectations of behaviour and work rate are very good.
Lesson management is generally good, sometimes very good, and occasionally excellent.

children.
The school promotes equality of opportunity and inclusion very well.
e Assessment is used effectively to plan new learning.

Commentary
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10. The quality of teaching is good, with some very good and occasionally excellent
features. The table shows that there is no unsatisfactory teaching, and that almost all
lessons were at least good, with one in four being very good or excellent. This has a
positive impact on children’s willingness to learn, and their progress. Teaching and
learning are good across the school. This shows good improvement since the last
inspection.

Summary of teaching observed during the inspection in 44 lessons

Excellent Very good Good Satisfactory Unsatisfactory Poor Very Poor

3 (7%) 9 (20%) 26 (59%) 6 (14%) 0 0 0

The table gives the number of lessons observed in each of the seven categories used to make judgements about
lessons; figures in brackets show percentages where 30 or more lessons are seen.
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11. The way in which the staff encourage the children to work hard and to focus on the
lesson objectives is a key factor in the success of the teaching. Parents were almost
unanimous in praising this aspect, and the inspection supports their views. Because
there are high expectations of behaviour and commitment to work, the children know
what is expected and get on with what they are supposed to do. For example, in an
excellent gymnastics lesson for Year 3 and 4 children, the teacher’s excellent subject
knowledge and high expectations led to a superb lesson where the children achieved
very well. They handled the apparatus skilfully and safely, and developed a sequence
of challenging activities, perceptively monitoring and evaluating their own and other’s
work throughout the lesson.

12. In most lessons the staff manage successfully:
o the subject content;
¢ the children’s interest and behaviour;
e maintenance of good pace;
e class and individual needs.

13. Teachers plan their lessons well to ensure that the children are fully engaged in the
activities. As most classes have children from more than one age group, this can be
quite complex. For some activities, mainly English and mathematics, children are
taught in mixed age groups based on prior attainment drawn from two or three
classes. The organisation and management of these lessons is equally skilled, so that
children of the same age receive equivalent subject content at a level suited to their
needs, including children with special educational needs. For example, children in
Year 5 and 6 were rewriting the school prospectus to learn how to write information
using the passive voice and impersonal language. In both sets, the teachers’ confident
style and excellent joint planning led to rapid progress in the focus writing style for the
different groups.

14. Children in the Foundation Stage receive good teaching consistently. The classroom
environments are very well set up as active learning centres, and there is a good
concentration, particularly in the nursery, on role play and conversation. The staff work
well with individuals and groups, and promote independence well. For example,
children in the nursery took on the roles of waiter, cook, or customer in the ‘Pizza
Parlour’ very well, explaining the different tasks each one involved. In a good English
lesson for children in reception, the teacher’s very good preparation ensured that all
children were involved in the whole class session, and then had well-planned tasks to
reinforce the identification of words with the consonant digraph ‘sh’.

15. The staff are determined in their approach to inclusion. The teachers plan lessons
carefully with support staff so that children who work in separate groups or individually
generally have work to do that is just right to help them make progress. Occasionally,
children withdrawn from lessons in the infants for extra support miss important
explanations given in the classroom, but more often the link between the whole class
and individual or group work is secure.

16. Children are constantly observed and their work checked by the staff. This gives the
staff good information on which to base their planning of future work. They
increasingly share learning targets with the children, many of whom can clearly explain
what they should do to improve. Achievement patterns are also checked in overall test
results so that the staff can adjust the curriculum where there are weaknesses. Class
teachers ensure in their lesson plans that appropriate provision is made for children
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with particular learning needs, and that lessons meet the needs of children with a
special educational need with good support.
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The curriculum

The breadth of curricular opportunities provided by the school is good and there is a
satisfactory range of opportunities provided for enrichment of the curriculum. There is a
satisfactory range of learning resources in most areas of the curriculum and the overall
quality of the accommodation is good.

Main strengths and weaknesses

The good provision for children with special educational needs.

The good provision for equality of opportunity and inclusion for all children.

The very good provision for children’s personal, social and health education.

The good range of extra-curricular sporting opportunities for older pupils.

There is a lack of suitable extra-curricular activities available for lower junior or infant
children.

Access to outdoor play facilities in the Foundation Stage are limited.

Commentary

17.

18.

19.

20.

The school provides a broad, appropriately-balanced and coherent curriculum, that ensures
consistent progress. There are now schemes of work in place for all subjects largely based
on nationally recommended programmes of work. The curriculum meets all statutory
requirements, including provision for religious education and collective worship, and provides
well for personal, social and health education. This constitutes a significant improvement in
curricular provision since the previous inspection, when the lack of a whole school approach
to curricular planning led to inconsistency in lesson planning, particularly in the junior classes,
and an overall teaching time which was below national recommendations. There is very good
equality of opportunity for all children and the school is fully “inclusive” in all its policies and
practices. There are consistent whole-school approaches to planning for teaching and
applying literacy and mathematics across the curriculum, again an improvement since the last
inspection.

Provision for children with special educational needs is good. Children are supported well by
class teachers and experienced teaching assistants. The school works hard to give all its
children equal access to the full curriculum.

The school provides children with a satisfactory range of interesting, relevant and well-
attended extra-curricular activities, with the range of sporting opportunities provided
being particularly good. Enrichment is satisfactory. Most opportunities are available
only for Year 5 and Year 6 children, and enrichment for them is good. However, a
typical primary school usually has a number of extra-curricular opportunities available
for younger junior and infant children, whereas here there are very few. A satisfactory
range of cultural visits linked to the curriculum is organised during the year to extend
children’s experiences and a good range of visitors works in the school.

There is a good match of teachers to the taught curriculum but, due to budget
restraints caused by continuing staffing issues and a decreasing school roll, there is
only a satisfactory match of well-trained and very conscientious support staff to the
curriculum. The school accommodation has been improved significantly in recent
years and is utilised well. Resources for the majority of curriculum areas are at least
satisfactory, although the school’s stock of reading scheme books for younger children
is now badly in need of replacement.
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Care, guidance and support

Teachers’ good knowledge of the children ensures that they are cared for and supported and this
fosters a commitment to equal opportunities. Children feel trusted and respected, and value the fact
that they are given a voice. However, the administrative systems to ensure children’s health, safety

and welfare are unsatisfactory.
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Main strengths and weaknesses

The safe, caring and supportive environment where children can grow into happy
confident individuals.

Care and health and safety administrative systems are not rigorous enough.

Good induction arrangements ensure children settle into school quickly.

Children feel they are consulted and there is always somebody they can talk to.

Commentary

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

The school is a happy and harmonious community that provides a caring environment for all
its children. Each child is valued and respected and feels secure and able to turn to a
supportive adult if they have a problem or concern. This has a positive impact on their
confidence and self-esteem and is reflected in their levels of attainment and progress.

Parents are very pleased that their children are well nurtured and supported. They speak very
positively about the kind and caring teachers and support staff and the way they treat children
fairly. Teaching assistants work well with class teachers and provide good support for
children with special educational needs, monitoring children’s progress and providing a good
blend of help and challenge. Support for children with statements of special educational need
is frequently very good.

However, the overall provision for children’s health, welfare and protection is
unsatisfactory. This is due to unsatisfactory record keeping and administrative
procedures and the fact that the school is also not meeting statutory requirements in a
number of areas. These matters have been brought to the attention of the Governing
Body.

The good induction arrangements help the youngest children begin their school life
happily and confidently. Parents value the sensitive introductions and caring staff,
which help ease their children into school. The transition to the various secondary
schools is also well developed which helps to ensure that children’s progression to the
next stage of education is accomplished as smoothly as possible.

Teachers know their children well, have a good understanding of their emerging
strengths and weaknesses, and readily respond to their personal needs. The school
monitors academic achievements of children effectively, enabling teachers to provide
appropriate support, advice and guidance to children. Tracking systems are in place
to monitor children’s academic development and progress, and children have
attainment targets in areas such as literacy and numeracy. These help ensure
children are clear about how they are doing, and what they need to do to improve.

Opportunities to consult with children and to take their views into consideration are
satisfactory. The recent introduction of a school-child council involves six Year 6
children who have been voted in as school representatives. The council members are
enthusiastic about this new initiative and are keen to bring forward their new ideas
about how they can improve their school, such as the facilities in the playground.
They meet with the headteacher on a monthly basis to discuss various issues.
However, they admit that they are not truly representing children’s views, as there are
no suggestion boxes or opportunities provided to formally consult with classes, and
their ideas arise from the small numbers of children who approach them with sensible
suggestions in the playground.

Partnership with parents, other schools and the community
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The school has improved its partnership with parents and this is now good. The links with
the local

community and partner schools are good and help enrich children’s learning opportunities
by promoting good achievement.
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Main strengths and weaknesses

Parents generally have positive views about the school and the education their children
receive.

Improved information and the open access to teachers helps to keep parents informed
about what is going on and how well their children are progressing.

Involvement in local community events provides good enrichment opportunities for
children.

The good links with local primary and secondary schools help promote curriculum
development and extra-curricular activities.

Commentary

26.

27.

28.

29.

The school has focused effectively on improving links with parents following the last
inspection. Parents are now generally happy with the school, and feel that their
children do well here. They particularly value the quality of teaching, that their children
were helped to settle in well, and that staff expect the children to work hard. A small
minority feel that they are not kept well enough informed, and that their views are not
effectively sought. The inspection confirms the parents’ positive views but finds that,
in general, consultation and information for parents is good.

Parents are encouraged to play an important part in their children’s learning both in
school and at home. There is usually a large turnout of parents for concerts, harvest
festivals or special events such as a plant sale held by the reception children during
the inspection. A number of parents help out in the school on a regular basis, which
contributes very effectively to children’s learning experiences. Some assist in the
classroom with group work, others listen to children read, change library books or help
out on trips. The Friends’ Association is run by an active group of parents who
organise a number of successful social and fund raising activities each year. Parents
appreciate that they can approach individual teachers and any issues or concerns are
generally resolved promptly with care and consideration.

The school provides a good range of information. The web site and regular
newsletters provide details of forthcoming activities and events.  Curriculum
information is now shared with parents so they can see what is going on. There are
regular formal and informal meetings for parents, and attendance at these meetings is
good. The school seeks parents’ views through an annual satisfaction form and is
consulting them about a proposed after-school club. The annual reports to parents
provide a broad overview of what has been taught, indicating what children know, can
do and understand, and provides an indication of children’s level of achievement.
Following consultations with parents the reports are being reviewed to make them
clearer. Parents whose children have special educational needs are generally kept
appropriately informed about their child’s progress.

Links with the local community and businesses are good. Visitors and visits to places
in the local area are linked to curriculum areas and help enrich children’s learning
opportunities. The choir sings with a local retirement choir, the brass band
participates in a number of festivals and Rochdale football club runs football coaching
for children. Local businesses have helped by sponsoring visits for the younger
children, the band uniform, or by offering prizes for raffles.
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30. Links with other schools are good both on a management and an academic basis.
The school is involved in a cluster group with other local primary schools. This helps
promote joint staff development activities, headteacher planning and opportunities for
enrichment activities, including sporting events for children. The school is due to
implement French lessons for Years 3 and 4 in the autumn term as part of a Primary
Learning Network initiative. Partnerships with secondary schools are carefully
fostered to enhance curriculum activities, such as mathematics challenge days for
more able children, and provide work placement opportunities for students. The
transition arrangements to secondary schools are sensitively organised to ensure
children’s transfer into secondary education is as smooth as possible.
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LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT

Leadership and management are good. The overall quality of governance is good. The
headteacher provides good leadership and other key staff make a good contribution to the
school’s goals and values. The effectiveness of management overall is good.

Main strengths and weaknesses

e The headteacher has a clear sense of purpose and high aspirations, which have
resulted in significant improvements in standards.

e The school’s governing body contributes well to leadership and management.

e There are very good systems for the induction of new staff.

e Although management systems are much improved since the last inspection, the
responsibilities of the headteacher and deputy headteacher are not efficiently
distributed.

Commentary

31. Leadership and management are good. The headteacher provides good leadership for
the school. He has a clear sense of purpose and high aspirations for the school and,
in the period since the last inspection, has been successful in creating an effective
team. The management team work together very well and inspire, motivate and
support fellow staff and children. The result of this good leadership has been a
significant improvement in standards in the core subjects, the much improved
management systems and the significant contribution of other key leaders. The
leadership and commitment of core subject leaders is good. However, the
responsibilities of the headteacher and deputy headteacher are not efficiently
distributed between them. The role of the deputy in particular needs further
clarification to ensure that the requirements of the post match the school-wide
responsibilities usually found at this level in primary schools.

32. However, since taking over the role of special needs coordinator this year, the deputy
headteacher has brought about good improvements, well-supported by the very experienced
special needs governor who works as a teaching assistant in the school. For example, until
recently, the number of children placed on the school’s register for special needs was
unnecessarily inflated by the inclusion of children with very minor delays in learning. In a
relatively short period of responsibility the SENCO has successfully reduced the number
registered to a more realistic level, broadly in line with national averages. He has a
satisfactory but developing overview of special needs within the school, and the positive
atmosphere and ‘ethos’ of the school promotes the effective inclusion of children with special
educational needs into every aspect of the school’s life.

33. The senior management team constantly monitor performance data, review emerging
patterns and take effective action. The school’s improvement plans are closely based
on development needs and issues identified from the data collected. The headteacher
and all staff have a very clear commitment to inclusion and equal opportunity for all
children and provide very good role models for them. Systems for the monitoring of
individual children’s achievement are well-established and policies for behaviour,
planning and assessment are reflected clearly and consistently across the work of the
whole school. The school’s performance management systems have been effective in
providing support and in bringing about improvement in most cases. Planning for
school development has improved significantly since the last inspection and all school
personnel were closely involved in development of the latest school development plan.
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34.

35.

36.

The governing body has developed a good understanding of the school’s strengths
and weaknesses and is active in helping to shape the vision and direction of the
school. This constitutes good progress since the last inspection. The governors act
effectively as a ‘critical friend’ to the headteacher and have been closely involved in
the school’s planning for teachers’ workload review. They are also attempting to
resolve with the local authority complex staffing issues which, with falling rolls, have
affected the school's finances adversely, leading to a deficit budget this year.
However, some of their statutory duties related to health and safety have not been
fulfilled. Most importantly, the governing body has failed to ensure that teachers’ child
protection training and first-aid certificates are kept up to date.

Inspection findings confirm that essential management functions are covered well and
are not unduly bureaucratic, allowing teachers to get on with their job of teaching the
children. Well-organised and well-monitored accounting systems help the school
achieve key educational priorities. The governing body is aware of the “best value”
principles of challenge, comparison, consultation and competition and apply these
principles consistently in decision-making when planning for improvement.

The school gives good value for money.

Financial information for the year April 2004 to March 2005.

Income and expenditure (£) Balances (£)
Total income 680,110 Balance from previous year 33,410
Total expenditure 752,212 Balance carried forward to the next (38,691)
Expenditure per child 2,865
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PART C: THE QUALITY OF EDUCATION IN AREAS OF LEARNING,
SUBJECTS AND COURSES

AREAS OF LEARNING IN THE FOUNDATION STAGE

The Foundation Stage of learning is good. The provision is effective, teaching and learning
are good and work is based on clear assessments of what children already know and
understand. Children enter the nursery with average levels of attainment overall, although
a few have speech and language difficulties. Most children in the nursery and reception
classes make good progress and achieve well to reach the goals expected by the time they
transfer to Year 1, including children identified as having special educational needs.
Achievement in creative development is very good. It is satisfactory in physical
development and good in the other areas of learning. However, children do not have
enough access to the outdoor play facilities.

PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Provision for personal, social and emotional development is good.
Main strengths and weaknesses

e Children behave very well and their confidence and self-esteem are promoted very well.

e Staff provide very good role-models for the children to follow and relationships are very
good.

e Opportunities for children in the reception class to persevere at self-chosen tasks are
sometimes curtailed.

e There is no easy access for children to the outdoor area to enhance opportunities for
independence.

Commentary

37. Children progress and achieve well in their personal, social and emotional
development. Teaching and learning are good overall, with very good promotion of
behaviour and self-esteem. As a result, the children’s behaviour, responses and
attitudes are wholly positive, with a very co-operative and willing approach to learning.
Most children are on track to achieve the goals expected by the end of reception.
Staff provide very good role-models which the children follow, displaying very good
levels of courtesy and social skills for young children. Relationships are very secure,
with an increasing awareness by the children of the need to share fairly and take turns
in their work and play. However, the organisation of sessions in reception sometimes
means that opportunities for children to concentrate and persevere at their own self-
chosen tasks are cut short unnecessarily. Children are encouraged effectively to be
independent, but the layout of the building means all classes in the Foundation Stage
cannot easily access the outdoor area. Improvement since the previous inspection is
good.

COMMUNICATION, LANGUAGE AND LITERACY
Provision for communication, language and literacy is good.

Main strengths and weaknesses
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e Staff in the nursery interact very well with children in role-play to develop their language
and vocabulary.

e Developing skills for reading are well promoted.

e Skills in writing are developing well, although some children in reception still find this
difficult.
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Commentary

38.

Children have average skills in communication, language and literacy when they first
start school. They achieve well because teaching and learning are good, and most
are on track to achieve the expected goals by the end of reception. In the nursery, the
staff work very well with the children to develop their ideas in role-play, and interact
very well with them in their play to develop their language and vocabulary. The
children learn to share books and develop skills in reading, for example to recognise
simple words and the sounds letters make. They use this knowledge effectively to
write their own sentences and there are good opportunities for the children to share
books with adults. Their skills in writing are developing well, although some children in
reception still find this difficult. Improvement since the previous inspection is good.

MATHEMATICAL DEVELOPMENT

Provision for mathematical development is good.

Main strengths and weaknesses

Incidental opportunities are used effectively to promote the children’s mathematical
ideas.

The children are offered a good level of challenge, especially in the reception class.
The practical approach to the children’s mathematical development aids learning.
Sometimes children in the reception class miss parts of mathematical lessons because
they are withdrawn for practise in reading.

Commentary

39.

Children achieve well in their mathematical development because teaching and
learning are good, and they are on track to achieve the expected goals by the end of
reception. They are offered a good level of challenge in work in mathematics,
especially in the reception class. There is a good practical approach to the children’s
learning which is effective in helping them to understand how numbers and counting
are used in our everyday lives. For example, during the inspection a very successful
plant sale was held. As the children priced the plants and then handled money their
understanding of the value of money was reinforced effectively. Art and craft work also
enhances the children’s understanding of mathematical patterns, especially for
children with special educational needs. During the inspection, a few children in the
reception class missed introductory sessions in mathematical development to have
additional help in reading. This meant they were not as well informed as they could
have been to prepare them for the mathematical tasks. Improvement since the
previous inspection is good.

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING OF THE WORLD

Provision in knowledge and understanding of the world is good.

Main strengths and weaknesses

Living things and growth are studied effectively.
Children are developing good skills using computers and other technology.
There are good opportunities for the children to investigate and explore natural and
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manufactured objects.
e Role-play in the nursery gives the children good experiences to understand different
cultures and languages.
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Commentary

40.

41.

The children achieve well and develop their understanding about the world effectively.
Teaching and learning are good, so that most children will achieve the expected goals
by the end of reception. The staff provide a good range of activities for children to
explore the environment, objects and materials and features within it. Plant life and
how things grow are studied effectively and the children are developing good skills
using computers and other technology. For example, they use computers regularly.
Older children use the computer suite and can 'log on', and use 'drag and drop'
techniques properly. In the nursery there is a good range of computer programs for
the children to use to develop keyboard and mouse skills, and to enhance their hand
and eye co-ordination.

There are good opportunities for the children to investigate and explore natural and
manufactured obijects, for instance growing plants from seed and when using musical
instruments to explore and create sound. Cultural awareness is promoted well. For
example, role-play in the nursery gives the children good experiences to understand a
variety of dif