
Inspection of Urchfont Pre-school CIO
Cuckoo Corner, Urchfont, Devizes, Wiltshire SN10 4RA

Inspection date: 4 February 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive settled and ready to learn. They quickly engage in play, inviting staff 
to take a role in their activities. Staff excitedly accept their role and utilise the 
opportunity to extend children's learning. For example, children self-select stories 
to share with staff. Staff dutifully and passionately read the chosen stories, asking 
questions and discussing what might happen next. Staff prompt children to turn 
pages one at a time, helping children to notice how sentences read from left to 
right. This helps children to develop their literacy skills. 

Leaders adopt a well-sequenced curriculum with a focus on independent skills. 
Staff deliver the curriculum well, which helps children to build the skills they need 
to be ready for their next stage.  For example, children quickly learn how to 
become independent in dressing and undressing. Staff give children time to learn 
how to put their own coats, hats and gloves on. Furthermore, staff expertly support 
children and families in the steps they need to complete for successful toilet 
training. Children learn to manage their personal hygiene skills effectively.

Children feel safe and build strong, respectful relationships with staff and peers. 
They support each other without hesitation, fostering a harmonious environment 
that promotes positive behaviour and attitudes. For example, staff and children 
provide support to others when needed.   

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders listen to parents, staff and children to evaluate the effectiveness of their 
curriculum. Leaders are responsive to feedback and help staff to access the 
training they need to implement the curriculum well. For example, staff engage 
in individual and group training to develop their skills, share good practice and 
agree how to work together to help individual children's progress. 

n Parents appreciate the staff's caring and trustworthy nature, as well as their 
efforts to promote home learning. Staff regularly share children's learning and 
development with parents through flexible communication systems. They 
provide examples of activities available to children in the setting and offer story 
bags for parents to use at home. Staff collaborate closely with parents to 
support children reaching their developmental milestones. This has a positive 
impact on children's early reading skills. 

n Staff actively promote children's physical development in daily routines. They 
regularly lead yoga sessions, guiding children through breathing and stretching 
exercises that improve balance, core muscles and coordination. During these 
sessions, children eagerly follow instructions and contribute their own ideas, 
making the experience interactive and engaging.  

n Staff organise the environment to create independent choices for children to 

Inspection report: Urchfont Pre-school CIO
4 February 2025 2



express themselves creatively. Children have access to a range of materials and 
resources to make props for their play. They use straws, paper plates and sticky 
tape to create 'magic wands' to turn their friends into 'frogs'. Staff encourage 
children to take risks and add challenge in the shapes they make when being 
creative, helping them to develop their scissor skills and evolve their designs. 
This impacts on children to deepen their skills and understanding in expressive 
arts and design. 

n Children benefit from sitting with their peers and staff at snack time. Staff model 
meaningful conversations that follow children's interests. This helps children to 
confidently engage in the commentary and experiment in sharing their thoughts 
and ideas. Children talk confidently about their family and experiences from 
home. Staff respond with interest and model responses. However, at times, gaps 
in planning limit children's vocabulary. For instance, staff do not always plan for 
the introduction of new words well. When children ask about different parts of 
the melon, staff do not always know. 

n Staff help children to explore their feelings through imaginary play, such as 
through props that represent different emotions. They frequently select books to 
read with staff that develop their understanding further. Furthermore, staff guide 
children to use a cosy regulation space when they need to help them to 
understand how they are feeling and to regulate their bodies. This helps children 
feel secure. 

n Children enjoy some activities that help them to understand some concepts 
relating to shape, space and measure. For example, children enjoy fitting pieces 
of puzzles together and often explore emptying and filling containers. However, 
staff do not routinely promote play experiences related to recognising number to 
expand their mathematical development further.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n plan and implement activities more precisely to expand children's vocabulary
n help children to expand their mathematical knowledge further, including their 

understanding of numbers.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY480715

Local authority Wiltshire

Inspection number 10372084

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 26

Number of children on roll 17

Name of registered person Urchfont Pre-School CIO

Registered person unique 
reference number RP533898

Telephone number 01380 848444

Date of previous inspection 2 April 2019

Information about this early years setting

Urchfont Pre-school CIO opened in 1997 and re-registered in 2014. It is situated in 
the grounds of Urchfont Primary School, near Devizes, in Wiltshire. The pre-school 
opens from Monday to Friday, from 8am to 5pm, during term time. There are seven 
members of childcare staff. One member of staff holds qualified teacher status. 
One member of staff holds early years professional status. A further five members 
of staff hold a relevant early years qualification at level 3. The pre-school provides 
government funded places for childcare.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rebecca Lihou
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Inspection activities

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked about the 
curriculum and what they want the children to learn.

n The inspector observed the implementation of the curriculum during activities, 
indoors and outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on the children's 
learning.

n Parents shared their views through written comments and discussion during the 
inspection, and the inspector took account of all feedback received.

n The inspector spoke with staff and the children at suitable times throughout the 
inspection.

n A joint observation was completed and discussed with the manager. 
n During the inspection, the inspector held discussions with the manager. She 

looked at relevant documentation, such as evidence of the suitability of staff 
working in the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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