" ®
Ofsted
raising standards
improving lives

Towcester Tots Day Nursery

Inspection report for early years provision

Unique reference number EY414844

Inspection date 22/02/2011

Inspector Sarah Measures

Setting address 2 Watling Street East, TOWCESTER, Northamptonshire,
NN12 6AF

Telephone number 01327354007

Email towcestertots@ btinternet.com

Type of setting Childcare on non-domestic premises




Inspection Report: Towcester Tots Day Nursery, 22/02/2011

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects
to achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for
learners of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the
Children and Family Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, work-based learning and skills training, adult and community learning, and education and
training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and
inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long as
you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any way.

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov. uk

© Crown copyright 2011


http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/

Inspection Report: Towcester Tots Day Nursery, 22/02/2011

Introduction

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children
from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group).
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.

The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the
setting where reasonably practicable. The provider must provide a copy of the
report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10).

The setting also makes provision for children older than the early years age group
which is registered on the voluntary and/or compulsory part(s) of the Childcare
Register. This report does not include an evaluation of that provision, but a
comment about compliance with the requirements of the Childcare Register is
included in Annex B.

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of
registration.

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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Description of the setting

Towecester Tots Day Nursery Limited opened in 2006. The nursery is privately
owned and managed and is situated on the main street in Towcester,
Northamptonshire. The premises are accessible via a sloping pathway. Older
children are cared for on the ground floor and babies and younger children are
based on the first floor. There is no lift access to the first floor. The nursery serves
the local and surrounding areas. There is a fully enclosed play area available for
outdoor play. The nursery is registered on the Early Years Register and on both
the voluntary and compulsory parts of the Childcare Register. A maximum of 57
children may attend the nursery at any one time. The nursery is open from 7.45am
to 6.00pm each weekday, 51 weeks of the year. Children are able to attend for a
variety of sessions. The nursery employs twelve members of staff who work
directly with the children, of these eleven have or are working towards appropriate
early years qualifications. The nursery receives support from the local authority
and is a member of the Pre-School Learning Alliance.

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision
Overall the quality of the provision is good.

Children are well safeguarded by the effective operational procedures. Thorough
procedures for vetting staff make sure they are suitable to work with the children.
Staff receive good support from management and are keen to attend training and
bring new ideas into the setting to benefit the children. Staff are confident in their
understanding of the possible indicators of child abuse, and they know how to
report any concerns they may have. The nursery shares clear information with
parents as to how make a complaint that includes details of how to contact Ofsted
as the regulator. This promotes a safe and transparent provision for parents and
children.

Staff work closely with parents in order to develop good working relationships.
Ongoing verbal and written communications keep parent's well informed of
children's progress and routines. Very good examples of how children learn are
shared with parents in order to help them to support children further at home.
Staff actively involve parents by seeking information about children's experiences
and achievements and home and staff use various methods to seek parent's views
to help them to self evaluate effectively. Staff also work closely with other settings
and share key information regarding children's progress. This is to enable all those
involved to plan effectively to meet children's individual needs.

The nursery is generally very well organised to meet children's needs and to
promote their independence and to make them feel welcome. Children use a wide
range of good quality toys, learning resources and equipment. Staff are well
deployed in order to supervise and support the children. Daily checks and risk
assessments make sure areas and equipment are safe for children to use.
However, risk assessments do not include all potential hazards to children. For
example, with regard to the way some equipment is stored upstairs. The equality
of opportunity policy is well implemented. Children play in a setting where images
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of a diverse society are well integrated in order to help them to learn to value
difference. Staff listen to children carefully and value their ideas and contributions.

What steps need to be taken to improve provision
further?

To further improve the early years provision the registered person should:

e improve systems for observing and assessing the children, by keeping
records up to date
e make sure that risk assessments cover all potential hazards to children.

The effectiveness of leadership and management of
the early years provision

Well organised and well implemented policies and procedures promote children's
welfare and their learning and development. Various effective methods of self-
reflection and evaluation help staff to plan for continuous improvement in the
provision for children. Staff are well motivated and keen to learn and develop
which helps to create a positive learning environment for the children. Staff plan
and provide a good range of purposeful activities enjoyed by children of all ages.
Children are very much valued as individuals by staff who work hard to understand
and meet their individual needs.

The quality and standards of the early years provision
and outcomes for children

Children make very good choices within their play. They choose from a good range
of well planned indoor and outdoor activities that cover all aspects of their
learning. Staff observe the children by using a variety of effective methods. They
constructively use their observations to assess where children are at, and to plan
for the next steps in their learning. This makes sure that children are able to
progress well towards the early learning goals. It also helps staff to identify and
difficulties with children's learning and development at an early stage. However,
staff do not always collate their observations and add them to children's individual
learning journeys on a regular basis. This means they may not be able to share up
to date information easily with parents and others. Children access a good range of
equipment to develop their physical skills and strength. They develop healthy
habits as they choose to play out of doors. They make healthy choices at meal and
snack times. Older children show good independence as they help themselves to
their snack from the trolley and clear away afterwards.

This is a very nurturing provision, children behave well and consider others
because of staff's good example. Staff encourage positive behaviours through
purposeful discussions. Children are encouraged to be responsible and make the
right decisions through staff's positive interactions. As a result a lively and busy
environment is created where children are settled and well-occupied. Older
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children talk about sharing and readily include others in their play. They negotiate
and communicate well as they make up their own games and learn from each
other. All children including babies take part in a varied range of valuable creative
and messy play opportunities. Babies progress well because staff plan a
stimulating environment for them to explore. Older children select resources easily
to follow their own ideas and use their imagination to design and make. Children's
interests and ideas are effectively brought into planning by staff who observe them
closely. For example, children recently made their own train from a line of chairs.
Staff therefore helped children to make their own train station. Staff plan very
carefully to extend upon children's learning and to cover as many areas of learning
as possible. For example, children made notes and tickets and checked train times
as they played.

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements

The key inspection judgements and what they mean

Grade 1 ks Outstanding. thi aspect of the provision s of exceptionally high quality
Grade 2 i Good: this aspect of the provision & strong

Grade 3 ks Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision & sound

Grade 4 i Inadeguate: this aspect of the provision i not good enough

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision

How well does the setting meet the needs of the 2
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage?

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 2
improvement

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early
years provision

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the 2
Early Years Foundation Stage

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 2
ambition and driving improvement

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 2
The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 2
diversity

The effectiveness of safequarding 2
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 2
steps taken to promote improvement

The effectiveness of partnerships 2
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 2
carers

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation
Stage

| The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage | 2

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 2
Stage

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning

The extent to which children feel safe

The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles

The extent to which children make a positive contribution

NININININ

The extent to which children develop skills for the future

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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Annex B: the Childcare Register

The provider confirms that the requirements of the Met
compulsory part of the Childcare Register are:

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006



