
Inspection of Whiteley Pre-School
Gull Coppice, Yew Tree Drive, Whiteley, Fareham PO15 7LA

Inspection date: 14 July 2021

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enjoy attending their pre-school and arrive eager to learn. They are 
motivated to explore and successfully lead their own learning. Older children are 
well prepared for school. They show high levels of independence and confidently 
do things for themselves. Children show an increasing awareness of how to keep 
themselves and others safe. For example, they provide their friends with thoughtful 
safety reminders when the floor becomes slippery during water play. Older children 
show kindness to younger children. They are quick to offer their help and readily 
include them in their games. Children behave well. They demonstrate good 
manners and show respect for their environment.

Children are confident communicators. They use a wide range of vocabulary and 
listen well. Children work collaboratively to create an obstacle course for their 
friends. They use challenging equipment to create balancing platforms and test 
their ideas through trial and error. Children demonstrate good teamwork and 
regard for each other's ideas, as one child offers to 'steady' the platforms with 
additional bricks, while another child demonstrates a balancing technique to their 
friends by using their outstretched arms.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The highly qualified and experienced management team carefully monitor and 
support staff to develop their practice. It has effective oversight of induction 
procedures for new staff and successfully monitor staffs' understanding of their 
roles and responsibilities. The new manager provides capable leadership to the 
team. Together with the business manager and committee, she drives forward 
an ambitious plan based on robust self-evaluation. Staff, including those with 
lead roles such as the special educational needs coordinator, are supported to 
fulfil the requirements of their roles well.

n Staff have high expectations for all children. They have a good understanding of 
how children learn and the order in which they need to learn it. Staff use their 
accurate assessments of children's learning to plan timely and well-placed 
support. Children benefit from focused activities that support their developing 
language skills. They gain confidence in speaking in small groups and eagerly 
sing along to popular rhymes with their friends. 

n Staff deliver a motivating curriculum that engages children's interest and that 
supports them to make good progress in their learning. Teaching is not precisely 
focused on helping children to think critically. Staff do not make the most of 
incidental opportunities to help children persevere when they encounter 
challenges in their play. At times, staff interactions with older children, 
particularly in some areas of mathematics, do not challenge children to make the 
best possible progress. 
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n Children gain a sense of personal responsibility and an understanding of their 
place in the community through activities, such as litter picking. They have good 
opportunities to share their thoughts and learn to respect that people may hold 
views that differ from their own. Staff have a sensitive regard for children's 
feelings and ideas and use these well to make changes that benefit the children. 
For example, staff have enhanced the outdoor play spaces taking into account 
children's love of sensory play. They effectively support children to be 
emotionally ready for their move on to school. 

n Good attention is given to promoting children's health, and they benefit from 
healthy and nutritious snacks that meets their individual dietary needs well. 
Children develop good levels of independence as they cut fresh fruits and 
vegetables and learn about their benefits. They relish opportunities to play 
outside in a well-resourced and inviting outdoors learning environment. They 
create mud potions with their friends and learn to identify species of birds they 
find in the garden. 

n Parents speak highly of the pre-school and the staff. They receive regular 
feedback on their children's learning and ideas on how to support their children's 
learning at home. Parents particularly valued the suggestions for home activities 
to support their children's learning at home, during times when some children 
were not able to attend during the COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff demonstrate a good level of knowledge and understanding of the policies and 
procedures to keep children safe. They share information swiftly with statutory 
agencies and work in effective partnership with other professionals to assure 
children's safety and well-being. The management team follows robust recruitment 
and induction processes that help to assure the suitability of adults working with 
children. Staff show vigilance in monitoring the security of the premises. They 
ensure compliance with data protection legislation and ensure documentation is 
stored securely. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n ensure opportunities are provided by staff to challenge and extend the 
knowledge of the most able children across the curriculum. 

Inspection report: Whiteley Pre-School
14 July 2021 3



Setting details
Unique reference number EY224509

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10143854

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 42

Number of children on roll 58

Name of registered person Whiteley Pre-School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP520715

Telephone number 01489 565717

Date of previous inspection 8 January 2020

Information about this early years setting

Whiteley Pre-School registered in 2002 and operates within the community centre 
in Whiteley, Fareham. The pre-school is open term time only from 8.15 am until 
3pm on weekdays. It employs 10 members of staff, including a business manager. 
Of these, eight staff hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 and one 
member of staff holds an early years degree. The pre-school is in receipt of funding 
for  two-, three- and four-year-olds. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Melissa Cox

Inspection report: Whiteley Pre-School
14 July 2021 4



Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
(coronavirus) pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the 
pandemic with the setting and has taken that into account in their evaluation of 
the setting.

n The inspection was carried out following the risk assessment process. 
n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager.
n The inspector sampled a range of documentation, including training certificates, 

records of attendance, first-aid certificates, safeguarding policies and evidence 
of the suitability of staff. 

n The inspector spoke with children and parents and gathered their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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