
Inspection of Winchmore Hill Day 
Nursery and Pre-School
843-849 Green Lanes, London N21 2RX

Inspection date: 17 June 2025

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children flourish in this stimulating and child-centred environment. Staff build 
extremely warm relationships with children. They consistently interact in a positive 
and nurturing manner. Staff respond to children's needs exceptionally well. They 
respond to children with calmness and sensitivity, offering timely reassurance or 
gentle distraction when needed. This enables children to feel secure, happy and 
engaged throughout the day.

Leaders plan an ambitious and creative curriculum, which benefits all children. Staff 
plan a wide range of interesting and exciting learning opportunities to support 
children to make progress in their learning. For example, staff use the focus on art 
in the setting to help children to make progress in all areas of their development. 
Staff support children's physical development as they squeeze and twist their tie-
dye t-shirts. Children make progress in their language skills as they talk about the 
patterns and colours they can see while mixing paints. They develop in their self-
esteem as they proudly talk about their pieces of art on display. 

Staff support children to behave very well. They explain their expectations very 
clearly and offer warm and descriptive praise to help children understand what they 
have done well. For example, children smile proudly as staff clap and say, 'Wow, 
you are sharing beautifully.' Staff teach children to use good manners. For example, 
children say 'please' and 'thank you' as they pass the food around at lunchtime. 
This supports children's friendships and emotional development.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff support children with their personal, social and emotional development 
exceptionally well. They carefully consider how to teach children of all ages to 
learn important skills, such as sharing and turn taking. For example, staff 
support young babies to take turns to put pom-poms into a bottle very well. 
They help older children to work as a team as they take turns to use foam and 
blocks in their construction. Developing these skills helps to prepare children well 
for the next stage of their learning journey.

n Staff's interactions with children are of a consistently high standard throughout 
the setting. In the baby room, staff sing, read books and narrate as babies play, 
giving them time to respond to what they are saying. They respond to babies' 
cues and name what they are pointing at. As children get older, staff use a 
varied and interesting range of language with them, which children then use in 
their play. For example, children talk about doing an 'excavation' and 
'demolishing' their construction. These consistently high-quality interactions 
support children to make excellent progress in their language development. 

n Staff skilfully support children to build excellent focus and concentration. 
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Children are consistently enthralled in their play and develop a thirst for learning 
new things at nursery. For example, toddlers explore vegetables in soil with 
fascination and excitement, and babies focus exceptionally well as they play in 
the sand. Developing this excellent focus and attention helps prepare children 
very well for their future. 

n Staff know every child very well. They have an excellent understanding of their 
key children's interests and how to use these to help children to meet the next 
steps in their learning and development. Staff carefully consider how to ensure 
that children make progress in all areas of the curriculum. 

n Staff support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities well. 
They provide targeted interventions and support to help children to close any 
gaps in their learning. Where necessary, staff work closely with external 
professionals. They use strategies that professionals have recommended so that 
children make progress towards their individual targets. Staff work closely with 
families to ensure that support at home and nursery is consistent. This means 
that children make excellent progress on their individual learning journeys.

n Leaders have an excellent understanding of what good practice looks like. They 
provide targeted and effective professional development opportunities. Leaders 
draw on staff's strengths and support staff to develop if there are any gaps in 
their practice. This leads to consistently high-quality staff practice across the 
setting. 

n Staff build strong partnerships with parents. They communicate regularly via an 
app and verbally to feed back to parents about what children have been doing 
during the day and the next steps in their development. Leaders provide plenty 
of opportunities for parents to talk about any queries or concerns they may have 
so that these can be addressed swiftly. These strong parent partnerships help 
children to transition well between home and nursery. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2802484

Local authority Enfield

Inspection number 10403275

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 112

Number of children on roll 140

Name of registered person Dicky Birds Pre School Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP902359

Telephone number 02033197333

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Winchmore Hill Day Nursery and Pre-School re-registered in July 2024. It is located 
in Winchmore Hill, in the London Borough of Enfield. The nursery provides funded 
early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. There are 42 members 
of childcare staff. Of these, 26 hold early years qualifications at level two and 
above. The setting is open from 7.30am to 6.30pm. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jenny Gordon
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Inspection activities

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas 
of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector spoke to the children to find out about their time at the setting.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided and assessed the 

impact that this is having on the children's learning.
n The inspector and the manager carried out a joint observation of an activity.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.
n The inspector spoke with leaders about the leadership and management of the 

setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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