
Inspection of Archway Nursery School
Hyde Farm, Pimperne, Blandford Forum, Dorset DT11 8TX

Inspection date: 8 July 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children form close and trusting bonds with staff who support them closely in their 
transition through the nursery to feel safe and secure. Babies benefit from a calm 
and nurturing environment in which staff meet their care routines sensitively. 
Toddlers explore freely and develop good independence, such as feeding 
themselves at meals. Staff encourage and praise children to build their confidence. 
Older children use their imaginations well, such as pretending the stones they dig 
up are dinosaur teeth and acting out favourite stories. 

Staff know the children well and provide activities to support their learning and 
personal interests. For example, they encourage children to sing their favourite 
songs with props and use their interest in the cars to build ramps to roll cars down 
and to balance walking down. This positive interaction helps children to engage 
well and enjoy their learning. Children of all ages develop a love of books which 
they choose for staff to read and borrow to enjoy at home.  

Children develop positive behaviour and attitudes. Staff help them to learn what is 
expected of them, such as modelling how to walk indoors and to play kindly. Older 
children work together amicably and develop skills to resolve disputes for 
themselves. They learn the impact of inappropriate behaviour on others and how to 
keep themselves safe in play.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The management team has made many improvements since the last inspection. 
This includes strengthening procedures, risk assessments and safety measures 
to help ensure children are safe, secure and supervised well at all times.

n The management team provides a programme of staff training. This has helped 
staff to develop a good understanding of how babies and young children learn, 
and how to help them make good progress. Staff are clear what they intend 
children to learn and plan a broad curriculum to support them in achieving their 
learning goals. However, on occasions, staff do not use the activities as intended 
to support some children's goals. For example, children miss out learning about 
floating and sinking concepts while staff are busy cleaning up spilt water.   

n Staff interact with enthusiasm in children's play. They provide challenges to help 
children learn more. For example, they encourage babies to explore new sensory 
materials and introduce number language to toddlers. Staff make the most of 
spontaneous opportunities to enhance children's learning. For example, toddlers 
become fascinated by a spider they find. Staff help them to learn more about 
the creature using their observations, books, and to express how it feels on their 
hands.

n Children gain skills to support their transition to school. They develop good 
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independence and a motivation to learn. Staff support children's language 
development effectively. They model language well, and ask questions to 
encourage children to think and speak. Children continually learn new words to 
build vocabulary. Older children develop good critical-thinking skills, such as 
persevering to construct balancing beams with crates and wooden planks to 
walk across.  

n Children develop healthy lifestyles. They benefit from lots of physical play and 
outdoor learning. Children enjoy healthy meals and snacks, and older children 
learn to manage their personal hygiene well. Staff build positive partnerships 
with parents, who they keep closely informed each day of their children's care, 
well-being and progress. 

n Staff use their assessment effectively to identify when a child is not making 
expected progress. They work effectively with parents and external 
professionals. This enables them to provide targeted support for children who 
have delays in their learning or special educational needs and/or disabilities to 
make the progress they are capable of. Leaders and staff use any additional 
funding for children in order to have the most impact on their learning.  

n The management team has a good oversight of the setting and vision for 
developing the quality of provision even further. Managers work with children, 
parents and staff to gain their feedback. From this, they prioritise and make 
meaningful improvements, such as changes to the meal plans and making 
activities more accessible to parents.  

n Staff have a good understanding of their safeguarding roles, responsibilities and 
the risks to children. They know the procedures to follow in the event of a 
concern about a child or adult. The management team values and nurtures staff 
well-being. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.  

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n improve staff interactions during planned activities to provide more targeted 
support for children to achieve their next steps for learning. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY559728

Local authority Dorset

Inspection number 10356606

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 90

Number of children on roll 122

Name of registered person Archway Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP559727

Telephone number 01258 454602

Date of previous inspection 23 January 2024

Information about this early years setting

Archway Nursery School registered in 2018. The group operates from Pimperne, 
Dorset. It opens each weekday, from 7.45am to 6pm, all year round. The group 
receives funding to provide free early years education for children aged two, three 
and four years. The group employs 25 staff to work with children, 21 of whom hold 
appropriate qualifications at levels 2 to 6.

Information about this inspection

Inspectors
Bridget Copson
Teresa Newman

Inspection activities

n The inspectors discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager joined the inspectors on a learning walk and talked to the 
inspectors about the curriculum and what they intend children to learn. 

n The inspectors observed activities and the quality of staff's interactions with the 
children. They discussed the effectiveness of an activity with the manager.

n The inspectors sampled relevant documentation.
n The inspectors took account of parents' and children's views.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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