
Inspection of Abacus Day Nursery
Silverstone Crescent, Stoke-On-Trent ST6 6XP

Inspection date: 7 August 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children happily arrive at the nursery. Parents and children are warmly welcomed in 
by staff. This helps children to settle quickly. Children feel safe and secure. Staff 
support their individual needs and give reassurance and comfort. Children have 
fun. Staff skilfully interact with children in their chosen play. Older children use their 
imagination as they pretend to be dinosaurs. They roar and giggle with delight as 
they chase staff outdoors. Staff support children to be independent and provide 
lots of opportunities for children to practise their independence skills. Older children 
self-serve their own lunch. They tidy up and put their plates on the trolley. Younger 
children register themselves for circle time by finding their picture and names. They 
find their own pegs and put their own coats on to go outdoors. 

Staff support children who speak English as an additional language. They learn 
words in children's home language and use these to support children's 
understanding. Staff have high expectations for children's behaviour. They use 
golden rules and take time to explain to children why they cannot do something so 
that they can learn. Children are given little roles of responsibility, such as 
lunchtime helper where they help to set the table for their friends. Staff praise 
them for their achievements. This boosts children's self-esteem, giving them a 
sense of pride and accomplishment. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Since the last inspection, the provider has a new management team in place. 
They have worked hard to make improvements across the nursery, although 
there are still areas of support that leaders are working on. Action plans and 
targets are in place for staff to help ensure the quality of teaching is consistently 
good. 

n The provider has a curriculum that is designed to continually build and enhance 
children's skills and abilities. Children make good progress in their learning. Staff 
gather detailed information from parents about their children's interests, likes 
and dislikes. They use this information to plan and deliver activities that ignite a 
curiosity in children. For example, toddlers currently have an interest in pirates. 
They enjoy exploring a plastic tray of oats and blue cornflour mixture. They 
navigate the pirate ship through the tray. They read stories about pirates and 
sing songs. Children sustain interest in their chosen activity for long periods.

n Staff have high expectations for all children. Children with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are well supported. Staff work alongside 
external agencies and parents to plan and implement targets to help children 
reach the potential they are capable of. Regular meetings and support for 
parents through the referral process are offered. Staff use pictures to support 
children's understanding of what is happening next. Parents are supported to 
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use these at home to further aid children's understanding.
n Parents say that they are happy with the care their child receives. They feel 

included and know exactly what stage of development their child is at. They 
receive regular updates when they come into the nursery to drop off and collect 
their children. Parents receive progress reports and can attend parents' evenings 
so they are aware of where their child is in their learning.

n There is a strong focus on communication and language. Staff support children's 
communication skills by providing a language-rich environment. They repeat 
singular words to younger children to help them with the pronunciation. 
However, staff do not consistently provide children with time to practise their 
conversational skills to help them become more fluent speakers. 

n Children gain a good understanding of mathematical language and concepts. 
Outdoors, children enjoy using water spray bottles filled with different-coloured 
water. They squeeze the triggers and watch as the different-coloured water 
mixes into new colours. The squeezing of the bottles helps to strengthen their 
fingers ready for later writing skills. Indoors, staff sit with children and talk about 
numbers as they play matching games.

n Young babies enjoy sensory play. Staff make slime using shaving foam and glue. 
They encourage babies to feel it with their fingers. Staff use different aromas, 
such as essential oils, and encourage babies to smell the mixture. Staff form 
strong bonds with the children they care for. They are caring and nurturing. 
Consequently, babies are happy to try new experiences because they feel safe.

n Staff promote children's safety and well-being. They complete daily risk 
assessments indoors and outdoors to ensure the premises are safe. Children 
benefit from freshly prepared hot meals. However, on occasion, hygiene 
practices are not at the highest quality that they could be.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n continue to support staff to maintain the quality of teaching at a consistently 
good level

n embed the curriculum for communication and language further so children can 
practise their emerging conversational skills.

n review the arrangements for promoting children's health and well-being to 
ensure they are of the highest quality.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY554326

Local authority Stoke-on-Trent

Inspection number 10357169

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 5

Total number of places 50

Number of children on roll 62

Name of registered person Purley Red Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP554325

Telephone number 01782822800

Date of previous inspection 13 December 2023

Information about this early years setting

Abacus Day Nursery registered in 2017. It is located in Packmoor, Stoke-on-Trent. 
The nursery opens Monday to Friday, all year round. Sessions are from 7am to 
6pm. There are 13 members of childcare staff employed. One of these holds 
qualified teacher status and seven hold qualifications at level 3. The nursery 
provides early education funding for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Johanna Holt
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas 
of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector spoke to children to find out about their time at the setting.
n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 

the premises.
n Staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 

they support children with SEND.
n The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the manager.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views along with written feedback received.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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