
Inspection of Baldersby Park 
Montessori Nursery
Queen Marys School, Baldersby Park, Topcliffe, Thirsk YO7 3BZ

Inspection date: 19 June 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children show enjoyment and happiness at the nursery. They are keen and 
enthusiastic to join in with activities and explore their surroundings. Overall, staff 
have a clear curriculum for children which helps them to build secure foundations 
for their learning. For example, babies and young children enjoy a circle time and 
copy words, actions and numeral names from staff. This is enhanced for older 
children, who vote for the activity they would like to choose for that session and 
count accurately to see which is the winner. Staff have high expectations for 
children's behaviour. They are good role models and offer lots of praise. Children's 
behaviour is very positive. They show pride when they receive a 'kindness heart' 
for being caring towards others.

The manager has carefully considered the ongoing impact of the pandemic on 
children's development. Although the setting's ethos is based on Montessori 
teaching, staff have adjusted experiences and activities so they are more child-led. 
Staff follow children's interests and teach them through play. Children show high 
levels of engagement. Staff promote children's good health and ensure they have 
plenty of fresh air and drinks throughout the day. There are robust procedures to 
support children with allergies or dietary requirements. Parents say they are 
impressed with how the staff provide alternatives to ensure that children are still 
included in special celebrations, such as the Easter egg hunt.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff focus their teaching to help children make good progress in their 
communication and language development. They ask open questions to 
encourage children to think deeply and share their knowledge. Older children 
talk about the different weather and discuss how it makes them feel. Babies and 
young children enjoy singing, and staff model key words to them as they explore 
in the 'blue' sensory tray. 

n Children thoroughly enjoy exploring the woodland area. They have a good 
understanding of how things grow and describe the things they see. For 
instance, older children know that tree roots help the tree to find water. Other 
children play imaginatively in the mud kitchen to make 'pies'. Staff talk to 
children about safety. For example, children feel the bark of the tree and staff 
explain why they cannot climb today. 

n Mathematics is a strong area of the curriculum. Staff use number names and 
size language consistently for all children. For example, they ask which number 
young children would like to count to at circle time., and clap to help children 
understand 'how many'. Older children talk about how their wheelbarrow is full, 
and staff challenge their understanding of heavy and light. Children make 
excellent progress in this area of their learning. 
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n Overall, staff know children well and make accurate assessments of their 
progress. This helps key persons to plan specific next steps for their learning. 
However, there are times when staff are not aware of children's prior knowledge 
and experiences. In addition, there is a delay in gathering words in children's 
home language, for example for those who speak English as an additional 
language or are bi-lingual. 

n Children have close bonds with their key person. This helps them to feel settled, 
safe and secure. For example, young babies look to their key person for 
reassurance and enjoy one-to-one interaction. Staff hold them close to have 
their bottle and are very nurturing. Staff work hard to support new children to 
settle-in. They offer lots of visits and reassure parents regularly. 

n The manager is professional and friendly. She has a robust knowledge of the 
Montessori curriculum and is well qualified. The staff are highly qualified and are 
encouraged to access training which meets the needs of the children they work 
with. For instance, staff attend specific baby training, which they say has been 
very beneficial for their practice. They have regular meetings and one-to-one 
opportunities to discuss any concerns or issues. 

n The manager has established good partnerships with other professionals and 
parents. Teachers visit the nursery to help children prepare to move on. This has 
a positive impact on children's emotional well-being. Parents are keen to provide 
feedback about the nursery. They say staff are incredible and they have seen a 
big difference in their children's development. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff know how to keep children safe. The manager ensures that staff access basic 
safeguarding training on a regular basis. She supports them to maintain a robust 
and up-to-date knowledge of child protection issues. Staff know how to record and 
report concerns about children. They know what to do if they need to report 
concerns about a colleague and have access to a range of relevant contact names 
and telephone numbers. The provider follows safer recruitment processes to 
ensure that staff are suitable to work with children. The manager checks staff's 
ongoing suitability through discussions, and by using the enhanced Disclosure and 
Barring Service check updates. Staff complete regular risk assessments with 
children. This helps children to know and understand any risks in the environment 
and how to keep themselves safe. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n enhance the information gathered when children join the nursery, to help staff 
know as much as they can to support all children's learning right from the start.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2663233

Local authority North Yorkshire

Inspection number 10299460

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 37

Number of children on roll 68

Name of registered person Baldersby Park Montessori Nursery Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2663232

Telephone number 07841705171

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Baldersby Park Montessori Nursery registered in 2021 and is situated on the same 
site as Queen Mary's School near Topcliffe, Thirsk. The nursery employs 10 
members of childcare staff. The manager has a relevant early years qualification at 
level 5, and the remaining staff have relevant early years qualifications at level 3 
and above. The nursery opens Monday to Friday from 8am until 5.30pm. It closes 
for two weeks at Christmas, plus one week at Easter and two weeks in August. The 
nursery provides funded early education places for two-, three- and four-year-old 
children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Michelle Lorains
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
setting and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the setting.

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n A joint observation was completed by the manager and the inspector, indoors 
during a focused activity.

n The inspector held a discussion with manager in relation to the leadership and 
management of the nursery. She looked at relevant documentation, such as 
evidence of recruitment, staff's qualifications and their suitability to work with 
children. 

n The inspector spoke to parents and obtained feedback for the inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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