
Inspection of Blueberry Nursery Early 
Learning Organisation
5 Davigdor Road, Hove, East Sussex BN3 1QB

Inspection date: 18 February 2020

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

The inspirational leadership team and dedicated staff work tirelessly to ensure all 
children reach their full potential. They go above and beyond to include all children 
and families and create an exceptionally welcoming, loving and nurturing 
environment. Children of all ages feel incredibly happy, safe and secure and 
explore the thrilling nursery setting with remarkable confidence. Highly attentive 
staff get to know children's personalities in great depth through home visits and 
learn all about children's lives and experiences. They cherish each child's 
uniqueness, and children fully celebrate and respect what makes them different 
and the same as their friends and others around them.

Leaders and staff have the highest expectations for all children, regardless of their 
circumstances, and provide an extremely ambitious and dynamic curriculum. They 
plan an extensive range of exciting and challenging experiences for children to 
explore, investigate and discover new things. Pre-school children delight in buying 
exotic fruits linked to a cultural story they are reading. They enthusiastically discuss 
their names, such as 'guava', and gleefully remember how they tasted. For 
example, one child said the fruit was 'sour' and demonstrated how it made him pull 
a funny face that the others copied hysterically. Due to the expert support from 
staff, children rapidly gain the skills needed to flourish in their future learning and 
school.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders are extremely passionate about giving children the rich set of 
experiences needed to ignite their sense of awe and wonder in the world around 
them. Children benefit from a diverse set of trips into the local community, such 
as visiting farms, the seaside and a local retirement home. Each Christmas, 
children show great care and consideration for the elderly residents and make 
them special hampers to enjoy. Children learn about their wider world and 
community continuously through books, visits from parents and engaging 
discussions. Throughout the nursery, children spontaneously count in Japanese, 
sing in Spanish and say hello in Swahili, demonstrating their great interest in the 
world.

n Outdoor learning is given high priority and is meticulously planned and delivered 
by a trained outdoor play specialist. Children thrive on inspiring experiences, 
such as forest school sessions in the local woodlands where they investigate 
wildlife, natural resources and negotiate challenging terrain. These skills and 
experiences are mirrored in the wonderfully adventurous nursery garden that 
children of all ages explore exuberantly. For example, children delight in making 
'tea' with crushed herbs and hot water and using pulleys and ropes to transport 
objects from one side to the other. Children's physical development and 
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awareness of safety and risks are supported exceptionally well outdoors. For 
instance, children benefit from closely supervised woodwork activities, and they 
confidently use climbing walls, rope swings and obstacle courses.

n Staff are expert practitioners and make full use of their interactions with children 
to guide and extend children's learning to the highest levels. For example, they 
encouraged children to make their own train tickets after choosing their 
destination in the role-play train station. Children copied letters and attempted 
to write new words, before excitedly discussing their own experiences, such as 
using the London underground. Babies delight in exploring books, and staff use 
these to extend babies' early language extremely well. For example, after 
children comfortably named the animals in one book, staff got another book 
with more diverse animals, teaching children their names. Two-year-old children 
have been learning about space and delight in sharing their excellent knowledge 
with staff and visitors. They eagerly pointed to the Earth and Mars in a display of 
hanging planets and said, 'Astronauts go into space.'  

n Staff are exceptional role models, and children behave remarkably well for their 
ages. Children are learning the language of feelings and excitedly discuss a story 
they have read that has taught them about different emotions. Children 
confidently know that it is good to talk about how they feel, think about how 
others might feel and how they can help. Staff support children's healthy 
lifestyles extremely successfully. Children take part in regular cooking activities 
focused on healthy recipes that they can continue at home using the nursery 
cookbooks. During meals, children impressively know that eating nutritious food 
gives them 'vitamins' that help them to 'have energy and be fit and healthy'.    

n Leaders support staff exceptionally well in their professional development and 
ensure they are as happy as they can be in their role. This in turn creates a 
harmonious atmosphere full of joy, in which children flourish. Staff benefit from 
continuous coaching, training and access to further qualifications and are a 
highly experienced and skilled team. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Safeguarding is given high priority and is at the heart of the nursery's procedures. 
The manager and staff have an excellent understanding of how to keep all children 
safe. Recruitment procedures are highly robust. The manager vigilantly ensures 
that all staff are suitable for their roles, including on an ongoing basis. Staff receive 
extensive training to ensure they know when children might be at risk of harm. 
They fully understand how to identify any child protection concerns and what 
action they need to take to report any such concerns. This helps to ensure children 
are safe and promotes their welfare and well-being fully.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 130672

Local authority Brighton and Hove

Inspection number 10128562

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 1 to 4

Total number of places 64

Number of children on roll 109

Name of registered person Blueberry Nursery Early Learning 
Organisation Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP526373

Telephone number 01273 733 799

Date of previous inspection 4 August 2015

Information about this early years setting

Blueberry Nursery Early Learning Organisation registered in 1994. It is privately 
owned and situated in Hove, East Sussex. The nursery is open Monday to Friday, 
from 8am to 6pm, for 49 weeks of the year. The nursery receives funding for the 
provision of free early education for children aged two, three and four years. There 
are 34 staff, all of whom hold qualifications between level 2 and early years 
teacher status.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Ben Parsons
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Inspection activities

n The inspector was given a tour of the nursery by the managers and carried out a 
learning walk to discuss the curriculum.

n The managers and the inspector discussed the play activities and children's 
learning during the inspection and undertook a joint observation of an activity.

n The views and opinions of the staff, children and parents were taken into 
account during the inspection.

n The inspector observed children's play and assessed the impact of staff teaching.
n The inspector sampled some of the setting's documentation, including staff 

suitability records.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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