
Inspection of Braunston Pre-School
Braunston Village Hall, The Green, Braunston, Daventry NN11 7HW

Inspection date: 8 March 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and excited to play from the moment they arrive at the setting. 
Staff offer them a warm welcome and talk to them about what they have done at 
home, helping them to quickly settle and feel reassured. Children benefit from the 
consistent routines and expectations staff teach them, such as practising hanging 
their coats up on their peg. Staff use what children are interested in to help them 
join in and feel assured during the transitions of the day, including those children 
with special educational needs and/or disabilities. For example, during tidy-up time, 
staff help children to put toys back where they belong using a toy crane as a 
continuation of their play. They encourage children to count each item and praise 
them for their rapidly developing independence. Children behave well and follow 
staff's instructions without hesitation. They learn good manners from staff, such as 
saying 'bless you' when others sneeze. Children patiently wait for their friends in a 
line, taking turns to pick a piece of fruit and pour their own drink. They help their 
friends when they need it.

Children enjoy playing together and develop close friendships. They develop their 
confidence and creativity while holding hands and dancing together to different 
music. Children are thrilled to tell their friends that staff have put the 'Friday song' 
on. Staff help children to develop different physical skills, guiding them to follow 
different instructions such as stretching and balancing in time to the songs. They 
help children to learn new vocabulary, such as by explaining that doing something 
at the same time is referred to as being in 'unison'.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff work alongside the parents and carers of their key children to identify what 
knowledge and skills children already have and can do. All staff assess children's 
development and progress as they play alongside them and aim to identify 
moment by moment how their teaching can extend and continue the children's 
learning. They meet as a team regularly to share this information and discuss 
what children, as individuals and as a larger group, need to learn next.

n Staff plan a wide range of activities as a team that focus on children following 
their own interests. They foster children's imagination in the role-play area, 
playing hairdressers and restaurants with them. Staff teach children the 
language they would use if they were food delivery people and explain new 
concepts to them, such as what sushi is. They start to encourage children to 
create a menu and take orders. However, as staff did not have the resources in 
the environment that they needed to extend this play, such as paper and writing 
equipment, children became distracted.

n Staff interact with children in a way that supports their communication and 
language. They have recently developed the reading area, which has helped 
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children further develop a love of books. Children imitate staff when reading to 
their friends, asking questions and retelling the story. They giggle infectiously as 
staff help them read the words in 'The Wonky Donkey' and identify other funny 
rhyming sounds. Occasionally, some staff are too prescriptive in what to do and 
how to do it during play. Therefore, they do not give children the same 
opportunities to think and follow their own ideas during all interactions.

n Staff teach children how to share and negotiate from a young age. They explain 
how to use 'kind elbows' to make sure their friends have space to play alongside 
them. Staff support children to explain to others if they do not like something 
and which words they can use to talk about how they feel. 

n Leaders place a great emphasis on working alongside the staff team and 
promoting staff well-being. This is particularly influenced by the deputy manager. 
Staff regularly observe and feed back on each other's practice to identify areas 
that could improve. Leaders use this information to provide staff with training 
and coaching opportunities to help develop their skills and abilities. 

n Parents are extremely happy with the communication and care that staff 
provide. They explain that staff use a variety of ways to ensure they are fully 
informed about children's development, including how they can support their 
children at home. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n improve how staff resource the environment to support children to develop and 
extend their learning through play

n support staff to further develop the quality of their interactions and be able to 
implement the chosen curriculum more consistently. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2689053

Local authority West Northamptonshire

Inspection number 10335914

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 26

Name of registered person Braunston Pre-School CIO

Registered person unique 
reference number 2689050

Telephone number 01788891891

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Braunston Pre-School registered in 2022. It is located in Braunston, Daventry, 
Northamptonshire. The nursery employs eight members of staff. Of these, six hold 
appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 and above. The nursery opens from 
Monday to Friday, term time only. Sessions are from 9am until 3pm. The nursery 
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lora Teague
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The deputy manager and inspector conducted a learning walk together, 
discussing the learning intention for children and how the environment is 
arranged.

n The deputy manager and inspector observed and evaluated an activity.
n The inspector observed staff and children of all ages throughout the setting.
n The inspector held discussions with leaders regularly during the inspection.
n Parents' and carers' views were taken into consideration.
n A sample of documents was reviewed, including paediatric first-aid certificates, 

suitability checks and safeguarding policies and procedures. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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