
Inspection of Busy Buddies
Poppy Field Primary Academy, Bishop Street, Hednesford WS12 4RY

Inspection date: 25 April 2023

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection
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Not Met (with actions)



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children arrive at the club happy and enthusiastic to be there. Staff are friendly 
and ask children about their day at school. Children follow the routines of the club. 
They hang up their belongings and sit down with staff to take the register. Staff 
talk to the children about the activities they have planned, such as making pirate 
hats and treasure maps. Children quickly become immersed in their play and 
interact well with children of all ages, inviting them into their play. Children are 
respectful to staff and each other. They display positive behaviours and respond 
well to staff's gentle reminders to share and take turns.

Children have lots of fun as they play games on a large interactive touch screen. 
They cheer each other on as they complete the game and check their scores to see 
who wins. Children concentrate on using small construction blocks to create 
detailed models, such as a house and pirate ship. Children are confident and have 
good social skills. They happily talk to the inspector and share their experiences at 
the club. Children follow good hygiene practices, such as washing their hands 
before eating. Staff provide healthy snacks and drinks, as part of a well-balanced 
diet. Children have opportunities to play outside in the fresh air and take part in 
physical activities. For example, they enthusiastically dance to music and join in 
with the different dance moves. Children enjoy exploring dressing up clothes. They 
eagerly search through the outfits to choose their favourite and laugh with their 
friends as they try on different hats.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The provider is passionate about her role and the experiences she provides for 
children. The provider and staff team have high ambitions and have addressed 
the weaknesses raised at the previous inspection effectively. Staff benefit from 
regular appraisals and professional development opportunities, ensuring they are 
well equipped to meet the needs of the children. 

n The provider and staff have good links with teachers at the host school. They 
exchange relevant information to support children's care and well-being. Staff 
plan activities that complement what children are learning at school. For 
example, children practise their fine-motor skills as they use scissors and 
coloured pens with good control. They use their creative skills to make dinosaur 
models out of paper, and proudly show their creations to staff. 

n The provider and staff actively involve children in the planning process. For 
example, children take part in group discussions with staff to share their 
thoughts and ideas on what activities they would like to do. This helps children 
to feel valued and know that they have a voice at the club. 

n Partnerships with parents are good. The provider recently invited parents into 
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the club for an open day, where they could view some of the activities that their 
children take part in. Parent feedback is positive. They say their children enjoy 
their time at the club and are always happy to attend. 

n The provider and staff reflect on the provision and make the changes needed to 
improve. For example, they are currently developing ways to share more 
information with parents about the activities their children take part in and the 
care they receive, to help further strengthen partnerships with parents.

n Children build close relationships with staff and their key person. They delight 
when staff join in their play and engage in meaningful conversations. Staff listen 
intently to what children have to say and extend the flow of conversation. 

n Children are confident in their surroundings and make independent choices on 
what they would like to do. However, they are not encouraged to take 
responsibility for their immediate environment. For example, staff do not always 
prompt children to tidy away the toys and resources after they have finished 
playing with them.

n Staff provide opportunities for children to learn about the wider world. They 
learn about different cultures and festivals celebrated throughout the year, 
through craft activities, conversations and food tasting. This helps children to 
learn about diversity represented in modern Britain. 

n The provider and staff know the children well and confidently talk about their 
unique personalities and interests. Staff provide support for children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities, and tailor activities to meet their individual 
needs.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The provider and staff and have reviewed their knowledge and understanding with 
regard to keeping children safe and have completed mandatory training. The 
provider and staff have a good knowledge of the signs and symptoms that may 
indicate a child is at risk of abuse, including those relating to the 'Prevent' duty. 
They are confident in the procedures to follow if they have concerns over the 
welfare of a child or the conduct of a colleague. The provider understands her 
responsibility to notify Ofsted of any significant changes and events. She follows 
safer recruitment procedures to ensure the suitability of staff working with children. 
The provider and staff carry out daily checks to ensure children play in a safe and 
secure environment. Staff talk to the children about internet safety to ensure they 
understand how to keep themselves safe when using the internet at home.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2558536

Local authority Staffordshire 

Inspection number 10258296

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 8

Total number of places 49

Number of children on roll 42

Name of registered person Krucien, Beverley Jane

Registered person unique 
reference number RP909754

Telephone number 07540149908

Date of previous inspection 19 July 2022

Information about this early years setting

Busy Buddies registered in 2019. The out-of-school club employs four members of 
childcare staff. Of these, three hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 
and one holds level 5. The club opens from Monday to Friday during term time 
only. Sessions are from 7am to 9am and 3pm to 6pm. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Angela Hulme
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n Relevant documentation was reviewed by the inspector, including evidence of 
the suitability and training of staff. 

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children as they 
engaged in activities. 

n The inspector held discussions with the provider, staff and children at 
appropriate times during the inspection.

n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their 
views. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023

Inspection report: Busy Buddies
25 April 2023 6

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

