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Inspection date: 16 December 2022

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children arrive happily at the after-school club. Staff discuss the school day with 
them. They eagerly tell staff how the school play they saw was awesome. Children 
access activities they have shown an interest in. They excitedly retell information 
from earlier activities. For example, children talk about a child doing the splits 
when they were all dancing. Children quickly settle into activities of their own 
choosing. They use paper, and various mark-making resources to make their own 
wrapping paper. Children receive support from skilled staff who provide a wealth of 
opportunities to extend their language. They talk about what colours they make 
when they mix paint together and what happens as glitter goes into the paint.

Children understand the importance of being safe. They correctly hold scissors 
when moving from one table to another. Children eat a range of healthy snacks. 
They confidently discuss with visitors the types of food provided and how much 
they enjoy it. Children's behaviour is good. Activities are provided that enable them 
to share resources and play games together. Children enjoy socialising with their 
peers. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The after-school club is managed well. The manager understands and values the 
importance of communication with parents and carers. Staff have strong links 
with the local school. Staff from the after-school club share information on a 
daily basis with the school.

n Staff reflect on what activities the children have enjoyed during the past few 
days. This enables them to continue to build on previous learning and 
experiences. Staff use a whiteboard to record activities previously enjoyed, or 
resources the children have requested.

n Parents praise the after-school club. They share that their children are happy 
and well cared for. Parents state that the staff are professional and friendly. 
Parents feel that their children are safe and secure while attending the club. 
Parents and children have the opportunity to share their views about the after-
school club. They complete questionnaires that allow the staff to make changes 
if they are necessary.

n Staff skilfully support children who speak English as an additional language. 
They use visual prompts that are easily available on lanyards. Staff value all 
languages and share words in English and other languages. For example, they 
ask parents and children to share how to say 'goodbye' in Ukrainian. Staff take 
pride in the progress all children make with their language.

n Staff have a good relationship with all children. Children happily talk to them 
about their day and the activities they would like to do. Children enjoy the 
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company of staff. For example, children laugh when staff show them paint on 
their hands.

n Staff introduce the children to visitors. This enables children to feel confident to 
approach guests. Staff recognise children who may need support while visitors 
are present.

n Staff encourage children to decide on activities they would like to take part in. 
For example, when children become restless, staff ask what they would like to 
do. Staff engage the children by playing noughts and crosses or musical statues. 

n The manager completes risk assessments and shares these with all staff. For 
example, the manager checks the outside area and shares that the playground is 
too icy for the children to use. This allows staff to plan for other physical play 
while indoors.

n Staff support all children well. Staff encourage children with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities (SEND) to take part in all activities. Staff work alongside 
the school to ensure plans are provided to support children with SEND. This 
promotes consistency for the children. Staff are confident to speak to parents if 
they have concerns about a child's development. This enables all children to be 
well supported.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff have a good understanding of safeguarding. They recognise 
the signs of abuse and understand their duty to protect the children in their care. 
All staff are clear about procedures to record and make referrals. They understand 
their role in regard to the 'Prevent' duty. Staff are clear about what they would do 
if they had a concern about a colleague.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2603631

Local authority Hertfordshire

Inspection number 10263460

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

5 to 11

Total number of places 17

Number of children on roll 29

Name of registered person Buddies Wraparound Care Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2547578

Telephone number 07788278198

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Buddies after-school club is situated within Our Lady Catholic School, Hitchin, and 
operates from one room.  It  registered in 2020. It provides a variety of activities 
for children in Reception to Year 6. The after-school club employs five members of 
childcare staff. Of these, two hold a qualification at level 3. The after-school club 
only caters for children who attend Our Lady Catholic School.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Denise Clayton
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager showed the inspector the premises and discussed how they ensure 
that it is safe and suitable. 

n Children spoke to the inspector about what they enjoy doing while at the after-
school club.  

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.  

n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Buddies Wraparound Care Ltd
16 December 2022 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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