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Met
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children excitedly enter the club after school. They show their understanding of the 
routine as they go straight to register their attendance with staff. Staff set up a 
wide range of experiences and activities for the children. These are based on 
children's interests and provide them with 'new' experiences. Children confidently 
and independently select where they would like to play. They maintain high levels 
of engagement as they play. Children enjoy sensory experiences, such as play 
dough and painting. They use the tools on hand to help construct their own 'art 
pieces'. Children smile with delight as they show staff what they have made.

Staff show high levels of care towards each child. Children state that they like 
coming to the club. They have formed positive bonds with each other and with the 
staff who care for them. Children use their imagination as they play with dolls. 
They show lots of nurture as they feed, dress, change and put the dolls to sleep. 
Staff immediately notice when children are close to 'off boundary' areas. They 
remind children of the places that are safe for them to play. In addition, staff 
quickly remind children of the rules when they make undesired choices. They talk 
to the children softly and encourage them to take turns. Children respond to this 
extremely well. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders are passionate about working with children. They take effective steps to 
ensure that the club is safe, secure and clean. Leaders are keen to ensure their 
club meets the needs of all children they care for and parents they work with. 

n Leaders understand the importance of working in partnership with others to 
ensure all children have their needs met. They state that they would make 
reasonable adjustments to ensure the environment and resources are accessible 
for all children. 

n Leaders work well in partnership with the school, particularly if they have 
concerns about a child's development. They gather and share key information 
with the school about the children. Staff use their observations to help monitor 
what support children require. This helps them to identify what they need to put 
in place to ensure all children receive the help and consistency they require. 

n Parents speak extremely positively about the club. They state that their children 
love to attend. Staff work closely with parents. They capture key information 
about each child when they first start attending. Staff keep parents informed 
about their child's day and any important notices. 

n Leaders place focus on supporting staff's well-being. They have regular meetings 
with staff. This helps staff to feel confident to ask for any help or support they 
require. Staff have opportunities to attend some training. They speak highly 
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about the support they receive from leaders.
n Staff provide lots of opportunities for children to learn how they can live healthy 

lifestyles. Children are given a wide range of choices for snack time and 
mealtimes. They think carefully about what fillings they would like in their wraps. 
Children help themselves to water. Staff talk to the children about what their 
bodies need. Children have plenty of opportunities to practise their physical 
skills, such as running, kicking or throwing balls into a range of hoops. 

n Staff deploy themselves well to ensure that children are supervised effectively 
throughout the day. They pay close attention to children who require more 
support to become fully engaged. Staff respond quickly in those circumstances 
and invite children to play with them. This helps to support children's emotional 
well-being and their sense of belonging. 

n Staff are positive role models to the children. They use a range of methods to 
help manage children's behaviour. They use distraction in the first instance. Staff 
also remind children of the club's rules and praise them for what they do well. 
Children follow staff's instructions well.

n Staff are keen for children to learn about themselves and others. They talk to 
the children about what makes them unique. Staff also support children to 
understand their differences and similarities. They use a range of celebrations 
throughout the year to develop children's understanding of the wider world.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY290044

Local authority Worcestershire

Inspection number 10362189

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 12

Total number of places 70

Number of children on roll 109

Name of registered person Castle Nursery Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP904556

Telephone number 07801 865 245

Date of previous inspection 6 February 2019

Information about this early years setting

Castle care Club at Meadows School registered in 2004. The club employs five 
members of childcare staff. Out of these, four staff hold appropriate early years 
qualifications at level 2 or above. The club opens during term time only, Monday to 
Friday. Sessions are from 7.30am until 8.45am and from 3.15pm until 6pm. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Louise Chinyuku

Inspection activities

n The inspector viewed the club and discussed the safety and suitability of it. 
n Leaders carried out a learning walk with the inspector and explained how they 

work in partnership with the school. 
n The inspector spoke to children and parents and took account of their views. 
n Staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection. 
n Leaders showed the inspector a range of documents to demonstrate the 

suitability of staff. 
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children. 
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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