
Inspection of Clerkenwell Mount 
Nursery
27-29 Amwell Street, London EC1R 1UN

Inspection date: 6 February 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and secure as they arrive with their parents and separate with 
confidence. It is clear that they have made some firm friendships with each other. 
Mealtimes are sociable occasions where children, including babies, sit on low chairs 
at the table with staff. Children show confidence in speaking and listening during 
this important time. Staff have a good knowledge of the children and plan activities 
that interest, engage and challenge them. This has a positive impact on the quality 
of teaching and children's outcomes. Children benefit from outings to the library 
where they learn about their community. Babies and toddlers seek comfort from 
familiar staff. They enjoy looking at books with staff who, for example, use props 
and sensory resources to keep them stimulated and engaged. Staff work well as a 
team and have a good understanding of their responsibilities. They have a shared 
commitment to providing a quality service for children. A major renovation of the 
building is under way following close consultation and feedback from staff and 
parents. Children have opportunities to be involved in decision making about the 
activities and resources offered. They behave well and happily share, take turns 
and involve others in their play.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Managers have accurately identified what is working well and some key priorities 
for development. They listen to and consider the views of staff, to help identify 
areas to improve. Managers have accurately evaluated the quality of care and 
education that children receive. Together with staff they continually reflect on 
the provision to identify further ways to build on good practice. 

n The skills and well-being of staff are valued by the managers. Staff have regular 
supervision meetings where they can discuss key issues. Staff report they feel 
motivated and supported, and enjoy the benefits of regular training.

n Staff promote successful two-way communication with parents to share 
information about children's development and well-being. Parents spoken to 
express how much they appreciate the efforts made by the staff and manager. 
They say their children are happy and enjoy attending.

n Staff create a positive environment for children, who respond well to familiar 
routines. They act as good role models and give children gentle reminders about 
the plans for the day. Children learn to cooperate and interact positively with 
their friends, which contributes to the development of their social skills and 
attitudes. 

n The group rooms are arranged well and staff promote good personal hygiene 
habits with children, including regular handwashing. However, some areas of the 
nursery are not so well maintained, including the communal areas. 

n Staff encourage children to be independent. For example, children take 
responsibility at tidy-up time and in preparing for lunch. Staff use everyday 
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routines to increase children's awareness of numbers. For example, children 
confidently count cups as they share with their friends. This supports children 
effectively to develop important skills that help them in their future learning. 

n Children understand what is expected of them. Older children know that they 
must line up to be counted at the end of outdoor play so that staff know 
everyone is safe. Staff make sure children are comforted and monitored when 
they sleep.

n Younger children have good opportunities to develop their growing physical 
skills. The group rooms are organised, for example, so that babies have plenty 
of space to pull themselves up on furniture and practise their walking skills. 
Older children also have plenty of opportunities to develop their physical skills. 
They enjoy regular time spent outdoors where they can be physically active. 
However, at times, staff do not provide the same level of opportunity for babies 
and younger children to practise their physical skills outside.  

n Staff speak to children about what they are doing, ask questions and encourage 
them to extend and develop their play. This helps develop children's resilience 
and problem-solving skills. As a result, children remain focused at their chosen 
activity for long periods of time. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff make children's safety a priority. They carry out ongoing risk assessments to 
help reduce any hazards. They are supported to undertake regular training and are 
encouraged to strengthen their knowledge of child protection and safeguarding, 
including the wider issues of safeguarding. They are clear about the procedures to 
follow if they are concerned about a child's welfare. Robust vetting procedures 
ensure staff are suitable to work with children. Staff deploy themselves effectively 
to supervise children during their play and to provide them with the support they 
need. Staff maintain information and records for the safe and efficient 
management of the setting, including, for example, recording changes to children's 
expected attendance.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n increase the opportunities for babies and toddlers to explore and play in the 
outside area

n improve the presentation, general maintenance and cleaning of the building 
further, with particular regard to the communal areas.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2546100

Local authority Islington

Inspection number 10132439

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 to 4

Total number of places 56

Number of children on roll 56

Name of registered person Three Little Birds Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number 2546098

Telephone number 02078335850

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Clerkenwell Mount Nursery registered in 2019. The nursery is in the London 
Borough of Islington. The nursery is open each weekday from 8am until 6pm 
throughout the year, excluding bank holidays. The nursery receives funding for free 
early education for children aged two, three and four years. Staff hold relevant 
qualifications at level 2 and above.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Catherine Greene
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Inspection activities

n The inspector took part in a learning walk with the manager at the start of the 
inspection to discuss the approach to early education.

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke to parents and took account of their views.
n The inspector looked at safeguarding policies and discussed safeguarding 

procedures with the manager and staff.
n The inspector completed a joint observation with the manager during lunchtime.
n The inspector sampled documentation, including planning, children's learning 

and assessment records and relevant policies and procedures, including those 
related to staff suitability.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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