
Inspection of Ettington Preschool Ltd
Ettington C of E Primary School, Churchill Close, Ettington, Stratford-upon-Avon, 
Warwickshire CV37 7SP

Inspection date: 30 January 2020

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children are extremely keen to learn and are eager to engage from the moment 
they arrive at this pre-school. Inviting activities spark their natural curiosity as 
learners. Older children completely absorb themselves in activities, such as 
preparing the vegetable patch in readiness for planting seeds. They explore nature 
as they do so, comparing the size of the worms they find and recalling their 
experiences of finding conkers during autumn. Children's well-being and health are 
superbly enhanced; they exert heaps of physical energy as they work hard to dig 
deep to cultivate the soil. Children excitedly share they are digging 'downer and 
downer' and take great pleasure in announcing how they are 'working so hard'. 
Children show great amounts of care and concern for one another. Pre-school 
children who bring in a toy train from home, kindly bring another, intent on sharing 
with a friend. In the breakfast club, junior school children warmly support their 
infant peers to write party invitations. Younger children also engage very well in 
their learning and all staff have high expectations of children's behaviour. Staff 
working with the youngest children in the pre-school skilfully organise short group 
activities that guide and support them in learning how to behave. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The whole environment has been thoroughly thought through to provide 
children with stimulating and challenging hands-on experiences. A rich 
curriculum tailored to children's individual interests supports them in making 
outstanding progress. Outdoor learning is given extremely high priority for all 
children. Many children choose to spend the majority of their time outside. Older 
children expertly create 'honey making machines' from a variety of construction 
materials, such as planks of wood and pipes. They take great pleasure in 
explaining the honey making process, convincingly sharing that they have to 
make sure 'it is not poisonous'.

n The manager, her deputy and the trustees share the same vision in the pursuit 
of excellence. The manager leads her team with enthusiasm and is passionate 
about providing children and their families with the highest possible outcomes. 
Following the previous outstanding judgement, continuous improvements in the 
provision remain a high priority. These include extensive time being applied to 
monitoring and the recent completion of a new outdoor learning area. 

n The highly motivated team is well qualified. The leadership team extensively 
supports staff to access training and experiences in their personal areas of 
interest, such as forest schools and special educational needs. All staff are 
included in a targeted plan of professional development. The manager closely 
monitors the staff's individual strengths and areas for improvement and utilises 
their qualities and personal attributes extremely well. Staff take on lead roles to 
cascade their expertise, for example in how to thoroughly engage children 
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through storytelling.
n Transitions on to school are superbly managed. Children are extensively 

supported through this big change in their lives at a pace that is right for them. 
Staff create role-play experiences to ease this transition and spend time with the 
children in their new school. Reception school teachers are warmly invited to 
spend time in the pre-school, getting to know the children in a familiar 
environment.

n Inclusion is a key feature in this outstanding provision. The manager has an 
extremely positive attitude and is very receptive to how the pre-school can 
continually improve. Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND), and those who are less settled, are fully supported. Staff, children and 
their families keenly engage in fundraising initiatives with the local community 
and school. As a result of this holistic approach, a defibrillator device has been 
purchased, benefitting the whole community. 

n The arrangements for partnership working with parents are exemplary. Many 
parents who spoke to the inspector, and others who provided information about 
the pre-school, overwhelmingly expressed complete satisfaction. Parents of 
children with SEND describe this pre-school as 'the perfect place' to meet their 
child's needs. All parents strongly appreciate the highly professional approach 
and that their children are exceptionally happy and making excellent progress in 
all areas of their development. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff are extremely vigilant about children's safety and supervise them well at all 
times to keep them safe. Children learn through regular reminders from staff about 
how to keep themselves safe. They learn how to hold gardening tools and the 
potential accidents that can happen if they are waved around or misused. Staff 
have an excellent understanding of child protection issues and the procedures to 
follow to safeguard children. They are confident in their understanding of reporting 
their concerns to one of the four staff who have completed designated 
safeguarding leader training. Staff understand the pre-school's whistle-blowing and 
mobile phone procedures.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY342741

Local authority Warwickshire

Inspection number 10116434

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 to 11

Total number of places 32

Number of children on roll 55

Name of registered person Ettington Pre-School Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP526570

Telephone number 01789 740919

Date of previous inspection 24 May 2016

Information about this early years setting

Ettington Preschool Ltd registered in 2007. The pre-school also offers a before- and 
after-school service. It employs 19 members of childcare staff. Of these, 12 hold 
appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 to level 6. The pre-school opens 
from Monday to Friday for 50 weeks of the year. Sessions are from 7.45am to 9am 
and 3.15pm to 5.30pm in the before- and after-school club. Sessions in pre-school 
are from 8.30am to 4.30pm, Monday and Friday, and 8am until 5.30pm, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday. The pre-school provides funded early education for 
two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Hayley Lapworth
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Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke with staff and children during the inspection. 
n The inspector completed two joint observations with the pre-school's deputy 

manager.
n The inspector held meetings with two of the trustees, the pre-school manager 

and her deputy. She looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the 
suitability of staff working in the pre-school.

n The inspector took into account the written views of parents and those spoken 
to on the day.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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