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What is it like to attend this school?

Fallings Park Primary School is a large and lively school at the heart of the local
community. Many pupils attend the school’s breakfast club each morning. Leaders
offer this provision free of charge. Thus, from very early in the day, the school is
busy and purposeful.

Leaders have a clear vision for the school: ‘learning today for tomorrow’s success”.
They have placed emphasis on developing the school’s curriculum, ensuring that
pupils learn a broad range of subjects.

Pupils behave well most of the time. They are proud of their school and display
positive attitudes to learning. Pupils in Years 5 and 6 are particularly proud to wear a
distinct upper-school uniform. As one pupil in Year 6 said, ‘It makes me look ready
for business.

Occasionally, there are incidents of bullying. The vast majority of pupils say that
these incidents are rare. They trust adults to sort matters out. This helps pupils to
feel safe.

Pupils take part in many activities that enrich their education. For example, pupils in
Year 2, Year 4 and Year 6 have swimming lessons. Pupils also engage in regular
charity projects. They recently raised over £12,000 to help families in the
community.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

The headteacher and deputy headteacher, supported by governors and the local
authority, have high ambitions for the school. They ensure that the school meets its
statutory obligations. They promote staff well-being. The vast majority of staff feel
valued and enjoy working at the school. This ensures that pupils learn in a safe,
happy and positive environment.

Leaders have set out the knowledge, vocabulary and skills they expect pupils to
learn each year, in almost all subjects. They are still developing and refining the
curriculum in a few subjects. Pupils learn key information in a logical order. This
helps them to build secure knowledge over time. For example, in science, children in
early years learn about the seasons. Pupils build on this knowledge in Year 1 when
they learn about how seasons affect the length of days. Pupils remember this
information and use it when they study light and shadows in Year 3.

Leaders place serious emphasis on developing teachers’ expertise. Each year group
is overseen by a non-class-based middle leader. These eight middle leaders coach,
train and develop staff within their year-group team. The approach is working well.
In addition, leaders have provided whole-school training in subjects such as
mathematics, science, reading and physical education (PE). However, teachers are
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not yet expert in all the subjects that they teach. For example, staff have not yet
had opportunities to develop their subject knowledge in history or geography.

Teachers provide clear explanations and examples when teaching new ideas and
concepts. They ensure that pupils have sufficient time to practise and apply their
learning. This helps pupils to build their confidence, speed and fluency. It also
ensures that pupils remember the key information they have learned.

Leaders launched a new approach to teaching phonics from January 2022. They
have ensured that adults know how to teach this new approach well. Pupils regularly
practise reading books that are well matched to their abilities. This boosts pupils’
confidence. Some pupils are behind where leaders expect them to be in learning to
read. This is partly because of the disruption to learning caused by the pandemic.
Leaders ensure that these pupils, including some in key stage 2, benefit from extra
phonics sessions and additional support. Consequently, all pupils are becoming
better readers over time.

Pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are expected and
supported to access the full curriculum. Staff make appropriate adaptions and
provide additional resources to support learning for these pupils. As a consequence,
pupils with SEND are confident and make good progress through the curriculum.
Most parents and carers of pupils with SEND are positive about the support their
child receives.

Pupils have positive attitudes to learning. They listen carefully to teachers and focus
on their work in lessons. However, some pupils do not attend school regularly
enough. Leaders proved successful in improving the rate of attendance after the
previous inspection, but some of this success has been set back by the disruption of
the pandemic.

Pupils learn about healthy relationships and friendships. They understand the
importance of respect for and tolerance of others. The school’s values of ‘Ready-
Respectful-Safe’ are promoted well. Pupils have opportunities to display these
values when working individually, and in classes and as house teams.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders make safeguarding everyone’s priority. All staff receive regular and ongoing
safeguarding training and know what to do if they have concerns about a pupil.
Leaders take swift and appropriate action to protect any pupils who need help. They
work well with families and involve external agencies when necessary.

Pupils learn how to keep themselves safe. Leaders arrange lessons, assemblies and
workshops to raise pupils’ awareness of potential risks. For example, police
community support officers hold workshops with each year group. Pupils learn about
potential risks when using the internet as part of these sessions.
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What does the school need to do to improve?
(Information for the school and appropriate authority)

® In a small number of subjects, the exact knowledge that pupils are expected to
learn is not yet set out clearly enough. This makes it hard for teachers to check
what pupils know and remember. Leaders should continue their work to develop
the curriculum intent in all subjects. For this reason, the transitional arrangements
have been applied.

B Staff have not yet benefited from training to develop their subject knowledge in
all areas of the curriculum that they teach. This means that teaching in a small
number of subjects is not as expert as it might be. Leaders should ensure that
staff know how to teach all subjects well.

B Leaders’ work to reduce pupil absence has been hindered by the pandemic. Some
pupils do not attend school regularly enough. Leaders should ensure that all
pupils attend school regularly.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.

If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you
can complain to Ofsted.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government

pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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School details

Unique reference number 104294

Local authority Wolverhampton
Inspection number 10228191
Type of school Primary
School category Community
Age range of pupils 2to 11
Gender of pupils Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll 716

Appropriate authority The governing body

Chair of governing body Chris Watabiki and Wyonnetta Spence

(Co-chairs)
Headteacher Sarah Pedley
Website www.fallingspark.org.uk
. . . 4 April 2017, under section 8 of the
Date of previous inspection Education Act 2005

Information about this school

B The headteacher was appointed in March 2021. The deputy headteacher was
appointed in May 2021.

B A new chair of governors started in September 2021. A co-chair of governors has
also been introduced to the governance structure. This co-chair started in March
2022.

B The school offers Nursery provision for two- and three-year-olds.
B The school does not use any alternative provision.

Information about this inspection
The inspectors carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.
B This was the first routine inspection the school had received since the COVID-19

pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with leaders,
and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school.
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m Inspectors held meetings with the headteacher, other senior leaders and
members of the governing body.

B The lead inspector had a telephone discussion with a local authority
representative.

B Inspectors carried out deep dives in the following subjects: early reading,
mathematics, science, PE and history. For each deep dive, inspectors discussed
the curriculum with subject leaders, visited a sample of lessons, spoke to
teachers, spoke to some pupils about their learning and looked at samples of
pupils” work. The lead inspector also listened to pupils read.

B Inspectors also spoke to leaders about the curriculum in some other subjects.

B Inspectors observed pupils’ behaviour during lessons, around the school and at
lunchtime. They spoke to pupils about their opinions of behaviour at the school.

B The lead inspector held a meeting with the leaders responsible for safeguarding.
Further discussions took place with pupils, staff and governors to check the
school’s arrangements for safeguarding. Inspectors also reviewed safeguarding
records and checked the school’s single central record.

B Inspectors considered responses on Ofsted’s Parent View, including parents’ free-
text responses. They also took account of responses to the staff and pupil
surveys.

B Inspectors visited the before-school provision and spoke to pupils who attend.

Inspection team

Jonathan Leonard, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector

Debbie Newman Ofsted Inspector

Amijid Zaman Ofsted Inspector

Gill Turner Ofsted Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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