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The quality and 
standards of early 
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inspection

Met
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inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children are happy and settled at this welcoming club. Staff ensure that they get to 
know children during the settling-in period and throughout their time at the club. 
They talk to children about their day and show a genuine interest in what children 
say. This helps staff to build close relationships with the children. As a result, 
children feel safe and secure.

Children engage well in their self-chosen activities and have positive attitudes 
towards their play. They enjoy taking part in a variety of table-top games and 
activities with their friends and staff. Staff provide lots of play activities, which help 
children to practise the skills they are learning in nursery and school. For example, 
children develop their small-muscle skills, writing, and creativity while they use felt-
tip pens to make artwork. They practise their reading when they follow a series of 
written instructions to help them to create model cars from small bricks. Children 
negotiate with staff to carry out activities they have brought from home. They 
share ideas with their friends and have a delightful time as they play together.

Children are eager to play outside and say that this is one of their favourite things 
to do. They enjoy playing with hoops and balls, and balancing on stilts. Staff 
provide children with lots of opportunities to develop their physical skills and large 
muscles. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager follows a robust recruitment process, which helps to ensure that 
staff are suitable for their roles. She encourages staff to continue with their own 
learning and development through access to short courses and qualifying 
training. As a result, staff say that they feel supported and motivated, which 
helps them to provide positive experiences for children. 

n Children are involved in choosing activities for the club. For example, the 
manager asks for children's ideas before purchasing new resources. In addition, 
children's views are included in developing the menu for snack time. This helps 
children to feel a sense of ownership and belonging. 

n Partnership working is good. For example, staff manage children's behaviour well 
by using strategies that complement those used in nursery and school. This 
helps them to keep the routines and expectations consistent for children. 
Children know what is expected and they behave well. For example, they share 
with their friends and they use good manners. 

n Staff know children well. This helps them to support children's play effectively. 
For example, staff know that in school, some children are learning about sorting 
and grouping objects. As they play, children gather leaves, sticks and stones. 
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Staff support the children to sort the items into separate groups, which helps 
them to consolidate their learning.

n Snack time is a well-organised social event. Children talk with their friends and 
to staff. The manager has already planned further improvements. For example, 
she intends to involve the older children more to help to increase opportunities 
for children to develop their independence and a sense of responsibility. 

n Children are keen to participate in conversations and are encouraged to become 
confident communicators. For example, they talk about writing poems at school 
and are proud to explain that their poems have been published in a book. They 
talk enthusiastically about their favourite activities at the club. Children say that 
they enjoy playing football and holding talent shows. 

n Children access outdoor play throughout the session. They build their physical 
skills as they practise activities, such as skipping. Children giggle as they play 
chase, and they have a wonderful time rolling down a small hill. Staff remind 
children to hydrate themselves as they exercise, and help children to learn about 
healthy lifestyles.  

n Staff encourage children to consider their own safety. For example, they talk to 
children about the best floor surface on which to use stilts. They help children to 
decide that a soft, flat surface will work best. Children develop their thinking 
skills and they build an awareness of ways to keep themselves safe. 

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are supported 
well. For example, the manager communicates regularly with teaching staff to 
discuss consistent strategies to support individual children. The resulting 
continuity in their care helps children with SEND to feel secure and have their 
needs met.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2652159

Local authority Oldham

Inspection number 10332869

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 11

Total number of places 32

Number of children on roll 52

Name of registered person S&J Childcare Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2652158

Telephone number 07805236856

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Firbank Schools Out registered in 2021 and is located in Royton, Oldham. The club 
is independently operated by a limited company and uses rooms within Firbank 
County School. It opens Monday to Friday from 7.30am to 8.45am and 3.10pm to 
5.30pm, during term time only. The club employs six members of childcare staff, of 
whom three hold a relevant early years qualifications at level 3. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lynn Richards
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the club received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the club. 

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n Children spoke to the inspector about what they enjoy doing while at the club.
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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