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aAH improving lives
Inspection date 24 August 2015

Previous inspection date 4 May 2010

The quality and standards of the  This inspection: Good

early years provision Previous inspection:  Good

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the Good

range of children who attend

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being  Good 2

of children

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the Good 2

early years provision
The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is good

B Teaching is consistently good. Managers and staff provide a wide range of experiences
that interest, challenge and motivate children. As a result, children make good progress
from their starting points.

B Managers and staff are deployed well and provide clear guidance for children about
what is acceptable behaviour. As a result, children's behaviour is good because
managers and staff are good role models.

B Children have a good knowledge of the world around them. This is because managers
and staff take them to places of interest in the local community for regular walks and
outings.

B Managers and staff value the strong partnerships they build with parents. They work

closely together to share information about children's learning which supports children's
progress over time.

B |eadership is good. Managers and staff continuously use a variety of strategies to
evaluate the nursery and have successfully addressed all previous recommendations.
This helps to continuously drive improvement, which benefits children's outcomes.

It is not yet outstanding because:

B Staff do not take every opportunity to develop children's mathematical skills fully, for
example, teaching children to measure and recognise big and small things as they
explore during play.

B Managers and staff do not always enable children to choose independently from a wide
range of resources during some creative activities.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

ensure staff take every opportunity to build on children's developing mathematical skills
and mathematical vocabulary in all their activities

extend the range of resources which are freely available to children during all craft
activities, so they are supported even further to develop their ideas and creativity.

Inspection activities

B The inspector observed the quality of teaching and the impact this has on children's
learning, both inside and outdoors.

B The inspector held discussions with the management team and spoke with children and
staff at appropriate times throughout the inspection.

B The inspector sampled a range of documentation, including staff suitability checks, the
self-assessment information, children's observation, assessment and planning records,
and documentation linked to managing children's progress.

B The inspector took into account the views of parents and carers spoken to on the day
and from written questionnaires.

Inspector

Julie Swann
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Inspection findings

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children
who attend. This is good

Managers and staff observe children's learning regularly to identify and plan their interests
and next steps in development. As a result, there is a good balance throughout the
nursery of adult-led activities and those which children choose for themselves. Managers
and staff place a strong emphasis on developing children's communication and language
skills, which means children are well prepared for their next stage in learning, including
the move on to school. For example, children enjoyed listening to stories with staff that
fully captured their interests, and proudly used words, such as 'hoist ropes' and
'hydraulics' as they built cranes using blocks. Children's mathematical skills are developing
well overall. For example, managers and staff taught children to count and recognise
numbers and letters hidden in water and sand. Children enjoy dressing-up and acting out
different experiences, such as making the dinner or going to the shops. This stimulates
their imaginative skills.

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is
good

The small nature of the nursery means managers and staff get to know all children very
well. This helps children feel a sense of belonging and form confident, secure
attachments. Children follow good hygiene routines and manage their personal care needs
well. For example, they reminded each other that they needed to wash their hands
because 'germs are yucky' throughout the day. In addition, managers and staff support
children's good health as they provide meals and snacks, which are varied and nutritious.
Children have daily opportunities to benefit from fresh air and exercise. For example,
children are currently developing their vegetable allotment and enjoy being outside and
exploring the garden area. This supports children's physical development and well-being.

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years
provision is good

Managers and staff have attended safeguarding training and have a good knowledge and
understanding of the procedures to follow should they have a concern about a child's
welfare. The manager monitors children's development and has an overview of the
progress of each child, to ensure any gaps in children's development are closing. The
manager monitors staff performance through induction, supervisions and appraisals. This
helps to identify training needs, such as communication and language training. Managers
and staff then share their training at staff meetings, in order to improve further the
learning experiences for children. Managers and staff have established good partnerships
with a wide range of professionals. This promotes continuity in children's learning,
including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY399193

Local authority Wiltshire
Inspection number 830951

Type of provision Full-time provision
Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic
Age range of children 0-8

Total number of places 71

Number of children on roll 35

Name of provider First Friends Ltd
Date of previous inspection 4 May 2010
Telephone number 01722 743 119

First Friends Day Nursery registered in 2009. The nursery operates from a converted
school in the village of Barford St Martin, Salisbury. The nursery operates all year round,
Monday to Friday, from 6.30 am to 7 pm. There are nine members of staff, one of whom
holds Early Years Professional Status, and six hold appropriate early years qualifications at
level 3 or above. Two are currently undertaking a scheme to gain appropriate
qualifications.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long
as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any
way.

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school
inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’.
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