
Inspection of Half Pint Nursery 
Pump Lane, Purleigh, Chelmsford, Essex CM3 6PJ

Inspection date: 28 June 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children appear extremely happy and show very high levels of engagement in this 
welcoming nursery. They are supported exceptionally well by a devoted team. As a 
result, children develop extremely good communication and social skills and 
thoroughly enjoy exploring and playing. They are very interested in a wide variety 
of high-quality activities. Children demonstrate excellent levels of independence 
throughout the day. They are very confident to make choices about their play 
either inside or outside. Children's communication and language development is 
excellent, and they are supported to make rapid progress. Staff introduce children 
to an increasingly wide vocabulary through a variety of ways, such as songs, 
rhymes and books.

Children behave extremely well and respond quickly to prompts from staff. They 
learn from staff who are excellent role models. For instance, children talk about 
using calm and gentle voices when their friends are nearby. If they are far away 
children know to go and find them to chat, rather than shouting across a room. 
Children develop high levels of respect for each other. The atmosphere inside and 
outside is gentle and extremely busy as children engage wholeheartedly in learning 
and having fun. For example, they work collaboratively to create their very own 
'bird hide', using camouflage netting and deciding on the optimum spot for this.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The management team and staff make excellent use of any additional funding 
available. This is spent well and has a highly positive impact on children's lives. 
For example, one-to-one support for children experiencing communication 
difficulties ensures that targeted intervention helps to swiftly narrow or close 
gaps in their learning. Children are exceptionally well prepared for the move on 
to school.

n Staff encourage children to understand the importance and benefits of good oral 
hygiene. They also ensure that children learn about healthy eating through daily 
conversations that challenge their existing knowledge. Snack time is an excellent 
learning experience for children. Staff help them to make choices to develop 
their independence, as they choose what they would like to eat. Children 
understand the nursery routines and, from an early age, respond exceptionally 
well to instructions.

n Staff supervision meetings are completed regularly and taken seriously. All staff 
work very effectively with children. They talk confidently about their workload 
being managed and feel that their well-being is fully protected by the provider. 
They all say that the nursery is an exceptional place to work. Recruitment 
procedures are robust to ensure that those working with children are suitable.

n Staff observe and assess children's progress very well. They show a 
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comprehensive knowledge of children's individual learning and development 
needs. The support for all children, including those with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities, is highly effective. Staff work closely with other 
professionals and take on board any suggestions to help with children's 
development. This inclusive approach helps all children to achieve their full 
potential.

n Parents speak very highly of the provider and staff. They comment positively 
about the ongoing support they receive and the excellent range of information 
that is shared with them. They are very clear that the systems used by the 
nursery help them to learn about their children's ongoing progress and enable 
them to extend this learning further at home. Parents are keen to share 
photographs and provide written observations of their children's achievements. 
Staff use this information very effectively to develop further learning 
opportunities that enable children to build securely on all that they know and 
can do.

n The provider leads with dedication and enthusiasm. She has secure plans to 
ensure the continuous development of the nursery. There is a clear focus on 
training that is targeted to continue to improve staff's knowledge, understanding 
and skills. The management team works effectively with other agencies and 
schools. This includes making reviews of current practice and developing new 
and more effective ways of working together.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The management team has put in place very effective policies and procedures that 
are well understood by all staff. Staff's safeguarding knowledge is excellent and is 
highly relevant to the needs of the children and the community. All staff are well 
trained and highly vigilant. They know how to share any concerns or worries about 
children's welfare. Staff act swiftly and determinedly to ensure every child is safe 
and well protected. They make sure that the nursery remains safe and secure and 
promote children's understanding about how to manage risk for themselves.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2519024

Local authority Essex

Inspection number 10207978

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 36

Number of children on roll 36

Name of registered person Romero, Elizabeth

Registered person unique 
reference number 2519023

Telephone number 01621 828 734

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Half Pint Nursery re-registered in 2019. The nursery employs seven members of 
childcare staff, all of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 or 
above. The setting is open Monday to Friday during term time. Sessions run from 
7.30am to 5.30pm. The setting provides early years funded places for two-, three- 
and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lynn Clements
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk of the nursery, inside 
and outside.

n Children spoke to the inspector about what they enjoy doing in the setting.
n The inspector reviewed relevant documentation, including the suitability checks 

of all adults working in the setting. 
n Parents and staff spoke with the inspector at appropriate times during the 

inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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