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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children are welcomed into nursery by the caring and attentive staff. They
embrace the many opportunities provided for them to be physically active. Children
discuss their experience at the forest school with a member of staff. They talk
about how they build stick men, climb rope bridges, and play hide and seek. All
children learn to take risks as they play. Toddlers carefully hold onto the rail as
they negotiate the changing levels of an outside walkway. Pre-school children are
agile and confidently climb the slide, pedal trikes, and jump on tyres. Babies squeal
with delight as they climb the steps to the 'baby gym' and slide down the other
side.

Children are enthusiastic learners, who thrive when they are presented with new
experiences. They play together purposefully as they explore activities and work
out problems in games. Children behave exceptionally well, and are motivated to
have a go and persevere in their chosen activity. For example, children are keen to
learn how to use tools effectively and safely, to open up and investigate fresh
vegetables. Children are highly curious as to what is inside the vegetables. This is
because the staff use effective teaching techniques and questioning, to engage
children in their play and to extend their knowledge. Children eagerly watch and
delight in each other's achievements, for instance, as each child opens a vegetable
their friends look in awe at the number of seeds inside. They discuss between them
what they could do with the seeds.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

m Staff support children's language and communication effectively. They listen to
children and use well-placed questions to prompt children's additional thinking,
allowing them time to respond. Children independently use words, such as
'disgusting' and 'delicious’, to describe a potion they have made. Staff introduce
new words, such as 'pestle' and 'pipette’, to extend children's good vocabulary
further.

m Children's behaviour is exemplary, and they show respect for each other as they
patiently take turns during play. For example, children show excitement and
curiosity as staff teach them about a ladybird. They gently place their hands
next to each other to see where it will go next. Children watch with interest as it
crawls onto the next hand. This enriches their understanding of how fragile
insects are and how to be careful and kind.

m Staff intend for children to become independent. Older children serve
themselves food at breakfast, snack, and lunchtime, while babies attempt to
spread margarine onto a teacake. Older children take off their shoes and coats
and go to the toilet themselves. However, staff do not consistently encourage
toddlers to pour their own drink or encourage them to try and take off their coat
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and hang it on their peg.

m Staff take steps to support children who speak English as an additional
language. They work together with parents to extend children's development of
English, as they know this will help school readiness. For instance, staff use key
words in the child's home language alongside English words. This helps to
communicate with and build on children's understanding and correct
pronunciation of English words.

B Mathematical development is supported well throughout the setting. Older
children, with support from staff, learn the difference between full, half, empty,
high, and low when they explore mixing paint and water. Younger children recall
names of shapes, such as oval, rectangle and triangle, as they build a tower with
staff.

B Occasionally, during play, some staff do not build on what children already know
and can do. An example of this is when children join in with water play. The
children immerse a cloth in the water and lift it up high to watch it drip into a
bucket. Staff did not engage with the children and extend their curiosity or
learning further.

B Leaders and managers are strong and reflective. They are constantly reviewing
the learning environment. Time is given to staff to reflect and assess their own
professional development, in order to improve the nursery practice further. For
instance, leaders invested in taking staff to Italy to explore the benefits of
natural learning environments for children. Staff have now reduced the number
of resources on offer. This creates a more calming environment and children's
concentration levels have increased.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff have a strong understanding of their responsibility to report
concerns about children's safety. They complete regular safeguarding training,
including the 'Prevent' duty. Staff knowledge on child protection is regularly
checked during supervisions and team meeting quizzes. The manager ensures all
adults working with children have the necessary suitability checks in place to work
with children. Staff know what to do should they have any concerns about the
conduct of a colleague. Staff carry out risk assessments to provide a safe
environment for children to play in.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B make sure staff use as many opportunities as possible to develop toddlers'
independence skills
B strengthen staff's interactions with children so they build and extend on what
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children already know and can do.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection humber

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

2560534

Nottinghamshire County Council
10205574

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Full day care
Oto 4

110
136
Hollies Day Nurseries Ltd

2560531

01159608700
Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Hollies Woodthorpe Drive Day Nursery re-registered in Oct 2019. The setting
operates Monday to Friday from 7.30am to 6pm, closing on all bank holidays, in
between Christmas and New Year and for the summer half term. The nursery
employs 30 members of childcare staff. Of these 11 hold an appropriate
qualification at level 3 or higher. The nursery provides funded education for two-,

three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Susan Hyatt
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Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the provider received since COVID-19
(coronavirus) pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the
pandemic with the manager and has taken that into account in the evaluation of
the provider.

B The inspector completed a learning walk with the manager and discussed how
she organises and implements the curriculum.

B The inspector and the manager took part in a joint observation. The inspector
considered the quality of education during activities and the impact this had on
children's learning.

B The inspector spoke with the provider, manager, staff and children at
appropriate times throughout the inspection. The inspector observed interactions
between staff and children and considered the impact these have on children's
learning.

B The inspector took account of the views of parents by speaking to them during
the day and viewing written comments.

B The inspector reviewed relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of
the staff.

B The inspector had a discussion with the managers and directors about staff
training and how they evaluate their practice.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2021
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