
Inspection of Lime Tree Nursery 
(carlton)
90 Doncaster Road, Carlton-In-Lindrick, Worksop, Nottinghamshire S81 9JU

Inspection date: 17 December 2024

Overall effectiveness Inadequate

The quality of education Requires improvement

Behaviour and attitudes Requires improvement

Personal development Inadequate

Leadership and management Inadequate

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is inadequate

Leaders do not ensure that staff receive the coaching, monitoring or support they 
need to be able to fulfil their roles and responsibilities. For example, risk 
assessments are not always effective. Staff fail to identify emerging risks or take 
prompt action to maintain children's safety. On occasion, this is further 
compounded by poor staff deployment in the toddler and pre-school rooms, which 
results in children receiving limited support and interactions during their play. This 
sees some children flitting around the room rather than engaging with activities 
and others who prefer to seek interaction from visitors. Furthermore, on these 
occasions, staff do not supervise children adequately, and they do not notice 
physical disagreements between children or their risk-taking behaviours. While staff 
attempt to encourage positive behaviour, they do not always pursue this. This sees 
children continue their risky play.

Nonetheless, children enjoy the sensory experiences that staff provide for them. 
For example, staff provide reassurance as younger babies tentatively explore sand. 
Staff introduce words such as cold and soft, and show babies how to sprinkle the 
sand from their fingers. Pre-school children and toddlers readily work with staff to 
make 'snow'. Children are helped to measure out the ingredients on weighing 
scales. Staff know that children are not yet able to recognise the larger numbers, 
and so they break it down for them into single digits. Children carefully pour 
ingredients into large bowls and take turns to pour in water and stir the mixture. 
They use their hands to scoop up and feel the mixture, while others enjoy flicking 
the sticky substance off their fingers. Older babies are supported to hold chunky 
brushes and dip them in paint to create colourful Christmas tree decorations. This 
helps children develop the muscles they need for early writing.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Risk assessments are not always effective, meaning that staff do not recognise 
hazards or take prompt enough action to maintain a safe environment. For 
example, staff allow large amounts of clutter to accumulate on playroom floors. 
As a result, children trip as they attempt to move around the room. When food 
that is brought into the pre-school room is too hot, children jump as they touch 
the hot food to their mouths.

n Staff supervision of children is not always effective. After lunchtime, pre-school 
room staff prioritise completing necessary chores and do not notice when 
children are not playing safely. For example, children remove pen tops with their 
mouths. They then walk around the room with the pen tops in their mouths. 
This presents a risk of choking. Furthermore, lack of engagement from staff 
results in children preferring to run around the room and disengage from 
learning. As a result, not all children are making good progress in their learning. 
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n Leaders recognise the variable staff practice across the setting. Room leads and 
newly appointed managers undertake regular supervisions with staff. However, 
this is not yet focused sharply enough on supporting staff to fully understand 
and implement their roles and responsibilities. 

n Pre-school children are helpful. They hand out plates at lunchtime and tidy away 
musical instruments when song time has finished. Older babies show kindness, 
gently hugging their friends during play. However, staff do not consistently help 
children understand what is expected for their behaviour. As a result, rules and 
boundaries are not reinforced. For example, children throw unwanted resources 
to the floor, and they push their friends when they want the same toy and they 
ignore staff requests for them to stop running and shouting indoors.

n Staff ensure even the youngest children receive fresh air and exercise daily. Pre-
school children are supported by staff to balance as they walk on low beams and 
gain confidence as they use stilts. Toddlers use their muscles as they kick balls 
and throw bean bags. Indoors, staff provide activities at different levels to 
encourage babies to gain confidence on their feet and pull themselves up so 
they can independently access activities.

n Children are developing their early independence skills. Pre-school children use 
tongs to serve themselves lunch, and older babies are supported to put their 
own aprons on. Toddlers wash their hands before meals, and they peel their 
chosen fruit at snack time and they are supported to pour their own drinking 
water. This helps children learn to do things for themselves.

n Overall, parents are positive about the nursery. They state that their children 
have grown in confidence, have made early friendships and get the chance to 
participate in new experiences. However, parents feel more communication 
would be useful to help them to understand how their children are progressing 
and what their children will be learning next. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are not effective.

There is not an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage and 
Childcare Register the provider must:

Due date
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ensure staff have a secure 
understanding of how to identify and 
minimise all risks to children, so that 
children's safety and well-being are 
maintained at all times  

14/01/2025

improve the deployment of staff to 
ensure that children are adequately 
supervised at all times to help keep them 
safe, and to enable staff to engage with 
children effectively to support and 
extend their learning

14/01/2025

ensure that there is effective oversight of 
the setting and support staff through 
supervision, support and coaching so 
that they can fulfil their roles and 
responsibilities

14/01/2025

implement behaviour management 
strategies, which support staff to be 
consistent in their approach, and which 
build on children's understanding of 
behaviour expectations.

14/01/2025

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n improve information-sharing with parents so that parents understand what 
children are learning next and how to support ongoing learning at home.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY555663

Local authority Nottinghamshire County Council

Inspection number 10375046

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 11

Total number of places 60

Number of children on roll 79

Name of registered person Lime Tree Day Nursery (Rotherham) Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP536175

Telephone number  01909 730333

Date of previous inspection 10 July 2019

Information about this early years setting

Lime Tree Nursery (Carlton) is based in Worksop, Nottinghamshire. It registered in 
2017. The nursery employs 13 members of childcare staff. Of these, 10 hold 
appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 and above. The nursery opens from 
Monday to Friday all year round. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. The nursery 
provides funded early education for children aged nine months to four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Susan Hyatt
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Inspection activities

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The senior manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the 
inspector about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn. 

n Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector spoke with the nominated individual about the leadership and 

management of the setting.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity with the 

manager.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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