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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Introduction 
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the 
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years 
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children 

from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group). 
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory 
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 
The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the 
setting where reasonably practicable.  The provider must provide a copy of the 

report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service 
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10). 
 

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We 
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we 
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of 

registration. 
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Description of the setting 
 

The little Browser's Playgroup was re-registered in 2009. It operates from two 
rooms in a purpose built building within the grounds of Cinnamon Brow Church of 
England Primary School in Warrington. Children have access to an enclosed 

outdoor play area. The playgroup is open from 9.15am to 11.45am and 12.30pm 
to 3pm Monday to Friday, term time only. The setting also provides a lunch club 
between 11.45am and 12.45pm for children who attend the school nursery.  
 

A maximum of 24 children may attend at any one time. The playgroup is 
registered on the Early Years Register and there are currently 62 children on roll. 
Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are supported at this 

setting. 
 
There are four members of staff, all of whom hold an appropriate early years 

qualification. One staff member is undertaking an Early Years degree. The 
playgroup is supported by Warrington Sure Start. 
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
 

Overall the quality of the provision is good. 
 
All children make excellent progress in their learning and development because of 

the challenging and innovative activities provided. The educational programme is 
very well organised and children are supported extremely well in an inclusive 
environment. They are safe and secure, and their health is generally promoted 

well. Staff work closely with parents and most systems are in place to ensure a 
good two-way exchange of information. Excellent links have been forged with 
other provisions and professionals to oversee continuity of care and the meeting of 
children’s individual needs. The monitoring of the provision and the planning for 

continuous improvement greatly enhance the children’s achievements and well-
being. 
 

What steps need to be taken to improve provision 
further? 
 

To further improve the early years provision the registered person should: 
 

 ensure the premises are clean and tidy prior to children arriving  

 build on the systems used for obtaining initial information about the 
children’s achievements, in collaboration with parents, and link to the areas 
of learning  

 develop further self evaluation by assessing what is provided against robust 
and challenging quality criteria, with contributions from parents, and use as 
the basis of ongoing review.   
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The effectiveness of leadership and management of 
the early years provision 
 
Staff have a good understanding of safeguarding children and all relevant policies 

and procedures are in place in order to protect children from harm. Robust risk 
assessments are used to identify any potential hazards and suitable standards of 
hygiene are maintained. However, carpets are not always cleaned before children 

arrive in the morning. The manager has started to use self-evaluation to identify 
areas for improvement, but this is still in the early stages.  
 

Staff have an exceedingly good understanding of how children learn and use every 
opportunity as a learning experience. The play space is utilised fully with very good 
consideration given to children's needs, in regards to organisation of resources 
which promote children's independence. All children are well integrated and 

positive steps are taken to promote equality and diversity. Parents receive good 
quality information and have many opportunities to contribute their views and 
ideas. They speak very positively about the provision and the care provided.  

 

The quality and standards of the early years provision 

and outcomes for children 
 
Enthusiastic staff motivate the children’s learning, providing them with constant 
support and well balanced activities. Children are allowed time and space to 
explore and experiment, independently making choices about their play. Activities 

are very much based around the children’s individual interests and needs, their 
learning is also reinforced through extended planning. For example, after children 
express an interest in animals and pets, staff organise a ‘Pets of the week’ theme. 

Children draw pictures and bring in photographs of their pets, and even bring in 
their unusual pets, such as giant snails. Books and stories on different pets are 
introduced and staff members from the ‘Pets at home’ shop are invited to talk to 

the children about how to care for their pet.  
   
Children excitedly enter the provision and eagerly explore new play opportunities, 

such as the role play area being transformed into a fire engine. They sit on chairs 
under the ‘fire engine’ canopy and run around pretending to extinguish fires, using 
their imagination. Children demonstrate excellent concentration as they complete 

puzzles, construct with blocks and paint pictures. Their independence is fostered 
particularly well. They freely decide when to have a snack and make up their own 
sandwiches, helping themselves to bread, cheese, jam and fresh fruit. Staff 
successfully use observation to track the children's progress and record their 

findings to monitor their development. Initial profiles are completed through 
discussion with parents and 'All about me' booklets, although the information does 
not fully reflect the children's level of attainment on entry into the playgroup.  

 
Children develop extremely well in their communication, language and literacy 
skills and their mathematical development through constant reinforcement. On 

arrival children self-register, they find their name card and display it against a 
number. The same number is used to identify their bottles of drinking water to 
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further support their learning. Children mark-make and practise their early writing 
skills. They make notes during role play, and 'talking pictures' are used to help 
children make connections. Staff work closely with speech and language 
consultants, in particular to support those children who require additional support.  

 
Excellent activities enable children to develop a knowledge and understanding of 
the world in which they live. Preparations are made for those children moving on 

to school with photographs of the school, their uniform and their teacher. Children 
have visits from the community support team, such as police and road safety 
patrol. Parental involvement is also encouraged. Children learn about nature and 

examine wildlife, such as the life cycle of a frog. They freely access a computer 
and a good range of interactive and programmable toys, to support their learning 
of information and communication technology. 

 
Healthy lifestyles are encouraged and planned dance and sports based physical 
activities help children to develop excellent co-ordination, balance and stamina. 

The food provided is generally well balanced and children learn about personal 
hygiene and how to effectively wash their hands. They are taught to be safety-
conscious during play and practise fire evacuation. They show a strong sense of 
belonging with excellent behaviour. Close relationships with staff are forged, 

helping children feel safe and secure.  
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements 
 
The key inspection judgements and what they mean  
 
Grade 1 is Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality  
Grade 2 is Good: this aspect of the provision is strong  
Grade 3 is Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound  
Grade 4 is Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough  
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
How well does the setting meet the needs of the 
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage? 

2 

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 
improvement 

2 

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early 
years provision 
How effectively is the Early Years Foundation Stage led 

and managed? 
2 

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 
ambition and driving improvement 

2 

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 2 

The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 
diversity 

2 

The effectiveness of safeguarding 2 
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 
steps taken to promote improvement 

2 

The effectiveness of partnerships 1 
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 

carers 

2 

 

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation 
Stage  
The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage 2 

 

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 

Stage 
2 

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning 1 
The extent to which children feel safe 2 
The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles 2 
The extent to which children make a positive contribution 1 
The extent to which children develop skills for the future 1 
 

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the 

procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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