
Inspection of Little Footsteps 
Explorers Pre-school
Scout Association, 1st Leighton Buzzard Scout Group, Grovebury Road, Leighton 
Buzzard LU7 4SW

Inspection date: 18 March 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children show their enjoyment of being at this setting and respond to the exciting 
resources and the many opportunities to explore. They settle quickly and build 
secure, trusting relationships with the staff. They frequently mirror staff's positive, 
encouraging attitudes. For example, older children show younger ones how to walk 
across a plank balanced on logs, initially holding their hands, and then standing 
nearby and offering verbal encouragement. This encourages children to persevere 
and they quickly grow in confidence.

Staff sensitively support children to understand their own and other people's 
emotions. For example, children gave out bunches of daffodils in their community, 
helping them to appreciate the effects of acts of kindness. Children respond to 
staff's high expectations and their support. They show a mature approach to 
sharing and independently settling minor disputes. Thoughtful daily practice aids 
children in gaining a good awareness of safety and how to assess risks. For 
instance, children use their senses when handling resources, carefully observing 
and touching them to check the weight and determine whether they are breakable. 
Activities and discussions support children in gaining a clear understanding of 
healthy lifestyle practices. For example, children play simple card games that help 
them to consider which foods are good for their teeth.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager is enthusiastic and is committed to the setting's ongoing 
improvement. She shares her enthusiasm with staff and acts as a good role 
model, helping them to develop their practice. Staff receive effective supervision 
sessions, further supporting them in building on their work and supporting all 
children to make good progress. 

n Staff use their assessments of children well to understand what children are 
learning and plan what they need to learn next. Their good knowledge of the 
children enables staff to offer them play opportunities that relate to their 
interests. The manager's robust monitoring means that any weaker areas in 
children's learning are quickly addressed. Staff understand the roles of other 
professionals and work well with them to ensure that children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities receive pertinent support. 

n Staff are aware of the importance of supporting children to develop their 
language and communication skills. They offer them interesting activities that 
spark conversation. For example, children exploring flour, salt and water describe 
the changing texture of their mixture and use their mathematical skills as they 
count scoops of flour. Young children bury their hands in the mixture and eagerly 
exclaim 'Where are my hands?'

n Staff successfully support children to play in mixed-age groups. They are aware 
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of children's needs and make sure these are met, while supporting children to 
interact and learn from each other. For example, younger children copy older 
ones as they make large, circular movements to create circles on an outdoor 
easel. They develop additional physical skills as they join older children in 
selecting and moving strips of wood to make a road. 

n Children are developing a practical awareness of differences. For instance, they 
play daily with artefacts and household items from other countries. These 
frequently spark discussions about different ways of life. 

n Staff pay close attention to the provision of resources, ensuring that these can 
be used in many ways. For instance, children develop their imagination and 
creativity as they use lengths of material to fashion dressing-up costumes. They 
refer to nearby associated books to further support this.

n Parents think highly of the setting. They particularly commend the 'caring, loving 
staff' and note the good progress their children make, including developing their 
confidence and independence. Parents report that staff communicate well with 
them. This enables them to share updates about their children's progress at 
home and understand what children have been learning at the setting and build 
on this.

n Children thoroughly enjoy their play and interactions. Staff generally support 
children to build on their learning. However, on occasion, staff do not make the 
best possible use of opportunities to encourage children to think further and fully 
extend their knowledge and skills.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to consistently offer children opportunities that aid them in thinking 
further and building on their learning. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2645789

Local authority Central Bedfordshire

Inspection number 10332907

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 28

Number of children on roll 33

Name of registered person
Footsteps Day Nursery And Pre-School 
Partnership

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901320

Telephone number 07939881846

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Little Footsteps Explorers Pre-school registered in 2021. The setting employs five 
members of childcare staff. Of these, four hold appropriate early years 
qualifications at level 3 or above. The setting opens from Monday to Friday during 
term time only. Sessions are from 8am until 4pm. The setting provides funded early 
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kelly Eyre
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting. 

n The floor manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked about their 
curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n The inspector observed staff interaction with children during activities indoors 
and outdoors and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector completed a joint observation with the floor manager. 
n Meetings were held between the inspector, the floor manager, the area manager 

and the registered owner. The inspector looked at relevant documentation and 
saw evidence of the suitability of staff.

n The inspector held discussions with staff, children and parents at appropriate 
times during the inspection and took account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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