
Inspection of Planet Kids CIC - 
Orchard
Methodist Church, North Road, Southampton, Hampshire SO45 4PG

Inspection date: 7 January 2022

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
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Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children clearly enjoy themselves at the Orchard club. As they arrive after school, 
there is an air of happy chatter as children and staff settle in for the afternoon. 
Children are confident communicators with staff and the other children. They play 
cooperatively with children of all ages. Staff are positive role models for children, 
who behave well. 

Children benefit from a caring and sensitive staff team. They enjoy sociable snack 
times and a good range of engaging activities. Children have a say in what 
activities they would like to do at the club. They eagerly suggest cooking and craft 
projects to explore in the coming weeks. Staff listen attentively to what children 
say and respond with enthusiasm to children's input. All children are highly valued 
at the club. 

Children have the opportunity to relax and unwind after their school day in the 
comfort and safety of the club. Since the COVID-19 pandemic, changes have been 
made to the club routines. Parents no longer enter the building. However, staff are 
effective communicators and parents comment very positively on the feedback they 
receive from staff. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff provide opportunities to complement what children learn at school. For 
instance, children identify peg letters and try to spell out their names. Staff offer 
warm praise and encouragement as children keep on trying. Staff support 
children to count the elastic bands they add to a nail frame effectively. Children 
confidently sort out the big and small bands, practising their mathematical skills. 
Children laugh with delight as staff make musical sounds with the elastic bands. 
Staff support children's self-confidence effectively.

n Staff help children to recognise similarities and differences, such as through 
exploring different festivals and cultural celebrations. This helps children develop 
an understanding of the diversity of the wider world. 

n Staff help children to celebrate their achievements at school with their friends at 
the club. Children enjoy their moment to shine and take pride in telling staff and 
the other children what they have done to deserve the awards. Staff support 
children's sense of self-esteem effectively. 

n Children benefit from an established key-person system to ensure their 
individual needs are met. This helps children to settle in quickly to the club. 
However, occasionally, staff do not inform parents about their children's key 
person in a timely manner. Parents, who have children that are new to the club, 
do not know who their children's key person is. 
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n Staff, parents, and children all contribute to evaluating the club. Their views, 
and those of the managers, help to identify ways to improve the club for 
children. Children have the opportunity to run and play energetically at the local 
park on the way to the club. Staff are reflective and identify their outdoor space 
needs further development to make it more attractive for children to enjoy. 

n Children are curious about the inspector. They ask her name and why she is 
there. Children confidently tell the inspector about the club and what they enjoy 
doing there. They tell her about making their club rules and enjoying the variety 
of snacks they have to eat. 

n The staff at the club have developed close links with the school, as well as the 
parents of the children who attend the club. Some of the staff team work at the 
school during the day. This provides children with a familiar face when they 
attend the club. There is a highly effective three-way communication system 
between the school, the club and the parents. 

n The staff team is experienced and well established. They work together 
effectively to make the club an enjoyable experience for children after their 
school day. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager uses safer recruitment procedures to ensure staff are suitable to 
work with children. Ongoing checks on staff and regular supervision are part of a 
robust approach to keeping children safe. Staff are aware of their responsibility to 
promote children's well-being at all times. They know what actions to take if they 
have any concerns about children's welfare. Staff understand the procedures to 
follow if they have concerns about other members of staff. The manager ensures 
all staff have regular opportunities to attend training to keep their knowledge up to 
date. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY553315

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10130890

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 10

Total number of places 32

Number of children on roll 37

Name of registered person Planet Kids Community Interest Company

Registered person unique 
reference number RP903133

Telephone number 02381780200

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Planet Kids CIC - Orchard registered in October 2017. The club is located in Dibden 
Purlieu, Hampshire. The club is open from 3pm to 6pm, Monday to Friday, during 
school term times only. There are six staff who work with the children, of whom 
five are qualified at level 2 and above. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Emma Dean

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken this into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector talked to staff and the children at appropriate times during the 
inspection. 

n A meeting was held between the inspector and manager. The inspector looked 
at relevant documentation and saw evidence of suitability of staff. 

n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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