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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children happily arrive at the nursery and immediately choose from the variety of
motivating resources on offer. Staff know children very well and identify the things
that excite them. They then use these interests to offer evermore stimulating and
challenging experiences for children. The staff work hard to develop secure
relationships with children and their families. When children are unsettled, staff
offer extra support and comfort. This helps children to feel safe and secure which
supports their readiness to learn. Staff use appropriate questioning and
commentary of children's play which consolidates their learning further. They
model language and correct pronunciation of letter sounds, which aids early
literacy skills. Leaders offer opportunities for staff to improve the ways they teach
and care for children. This has a positive impact on children's learning and well-
being. For example, staff have accessed training in safer sleep practices, sign
language and safeguarding. This has led to improvements in the development of
communication skills, and staff awareness of how to keep children safe. Leaders
and staff are reflective of practice in the nursery and use their evaluations to plan
improvements. Parents say they are kept well informed about how children are
progressing, for example, through daily feedback or the regular parents' evenings.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

m Staff skilfully extend children's curiosity to help them gain new knowledge. For
instance, when playing outside children notice the leaves falling from the trees.
Staff describe that this is what happens in autumn. They encourage children to
collect the fallen leaves to explore later.

m Children are aware of the safety measures in place at the nursery. They explain
the fire evacuation procedures, including alternative exits and the assembly
point outside the setting. They remind one another to sit nicely on chairs to
prevent falling. Staff have arranged the resources and furniture to promote
safety in the nursery.

m Staff ably support children's speech and language development. Children know
and sing many songs and rhymes together with staff from the earliest age. They
access a wide variety of books and stories which they enjoy sharing with one
another. Staff embed advice from speech and language therapists to support
children who have a delay in their language development.

B Children are well behaved. Staff skilfully use positive reinforcement to promote
good behaviour. They distract children who may otherwise demonstrate
unwanted behaviour. They remind older children to make allowances for
younger children who are not yet as well versed in the expectations for
behaviour, while continuing to reinforce these.

m Staff effectively use their assessments of children's progress to identify areas of
teaching practice which need to be enhanced. Recent evaluations have
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highlighted that mathematics development needs further improvement.
Consequently, staff have reviewed how they teach mathematics and are
accessing appropriate training.

B The cook prepares meals and snacks for children which are healthy, nutritious
and balanced. Children who have special dietary needs are catered for
effectively. Staff teach children to recognise the changes in their bodies as a
result of exercise, such as becoming hot and thirsty. Children are offered
opportunities to play actively outdoors. Prescribed medications are administered
safely if children need them. These factors promote children's health and well-
being.

m Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are well supported.
Staff work alongside other professionals to understand and meet the specific
needs of these children. As a result, all children are making good progress.

B Where staff have a role as a key person, these arrangements work well to
support children and build relationships with parents. However, due to recent
staffing changes, some parents are not aware who their child's key person is.
Nevertheless, they say all staff are friendly, caring and knowledgeable about
their children.

B Very occasionally, not all staff demonstrate the same high-quality teaching
practice. Leaders are supporting this by ensuring that all staff are offered regular
opportunities to discuss their practice and performance.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff and leaders demonstrate a sound knowledge and understanding of
safeguarding matters. They know the local arrangements for making appropriate
child protection referrals if they have concerns about children. They are equally
knowledgeable about how to manage allegations made against staff. Children are
taught the fundamentals about consent in a suitable way, according to their level
of understanding. For example, staff explain that 'no means no'. Staff promote
children's welfare as they ask children to recall the rules which help keep everyone
safe. Children know and understand these rules and are able to explain them to
one another.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

m further strengthen the successful aspects of the key-person system
B use the existing monitoring and coaching processes to support the consistency
of good teaching practice for all staff.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection nhumber

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children
Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

EY342254

Barnsley

10079078

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Full day care

Oto 11

54

128

Railway Children Day Care Limited

RP901725

01226 744 440
17 February 2016

Information about this early years setting

Railway Children Nursery Elsecar registered in 2006. The nursery employs 14
members of childcare staff, all of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications
at level 2 or above, including one member of staff qualified to level 6. The nursery
opens from Monday to Friday, all year round. Sessions are from 7am until 6pm.
The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old

children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Louise Goodger
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Inspection activities

B The inspector and the deputy manager completed a learning walk of the
nursery. The deputy manager explained how the curriculum is implemented in
the nursery.

B The deputy manager and the inspector jointly observed and evaluated a
planned, adult-led activity.

B The inspector tracked the experiences of children in the nursery.

B The inspector observed activities in all areas of the nursery, indoors and outside.

B The inspector spoke with staff and children throughout the day.

B The inspector spoke to parents to gain their views of the nursery.

B The manager and deputy manager met with the inspector and discussed the
leadership of the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

Ofst

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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