
Inspection of Seascape creche
Seascape Primary School, Ellison Road, Peterlee SR8 5NJ

Inspection date: 21 May 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are very happy in the creche. The small family atmosphere that staff 
create helps children to feel at home quickly. They settle quickly. Parents comment 
that after only a few days, children go in happily and do not want to leave. As 
children's parents work in the school, they often come and see their children 
throughout the day. Parents bring in favourite toys from home and comment that 
this has helped their children develop communication skills. Parents also comment 
on the support that staff give them in relation to sleeping and toileting.

Staff keep children safe in the creche. They supervise them well. They use 
strategies, such as electronic doors and stair gates, to ensure that children cannot 
leave the premises unattended. The curriculum for all children is ambitious and 
staff identify precisely what they want children to learn. For example, they focus on 
supporting children to develop single words. Staff have clear expectations for 
children's behaviour. Children behave well. Two-year-old children follow 
instructions. They tidy up when asked and listen when other children are talking. 
Staff model key skills, such as taking turns, consistently throughout the day. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The provider has not followed the correct process for promptly notifying Ofsted 
of a change to the person who is managing the creche. However, relevant forms 
had been submitted before the inspection. The impact on children is minimised 
as this individual has been subject to a Disclosure and Barring Service check and 
other suitability checks by the governing body in her role as headteacher.

n Staff have a good relationship with parents, overall. They communicate with 
them about what children are doing. Parents talk to staff about what their 
children like doing and their favourite toys at home. This helps staff to 
understand and plan for children's interests in the creche in support of their 
learning.

n Staff know children well and plan a range of motivational activities to support 
children's interests. For example, they plan activities to support children's 
communication skills. They consider how they can adapt their environment to 
support children's stages of development. An example of this is the adaptations 
that staff have made to the environment to support babies who are taking their 
first steps.

n Staff have a good understanding of how they can promote children's language 
and communication. For example, they use single words, such as 'spoon' or 
'more', to help to develop children's vocabulary. Staff also take children to the 
two-year-old provision in school because they have identified that children 
benefit from a larger group and are more talkative in this provision. 

n The new management team have identified that staff need to further develop 
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their knowledge and skills. It has devised a programme of professional 
development to develop these further. However, the plan is in its infancy and the 
team now need to ensure that staff have time to attend the training available to 
them and implement key messages from training. This aims to raise the quality 
of the provision to the highest level. 

n Staff teach children about how they can keep themselves healthy. For example, 
children learn the importance of washing their hands from an early age. They 
enjoy lots of fruit and vegetables with their meals. The provider is currently in 
the process of revising the menus to support children's oral health. Children love 
playing outside, particularly taking risks as they climb up the hill and slide down 
the slide.

n Children quickly adapt to the routines of the creche. Babies eagerly anticipate 
mealtimes and crawl over when staff put chairs around the table. Older children 
help staff to tidy up when asked. They develop good attitudes to learning, for 
example they are highly engaged as they squeeze sponges and splash in the 
bubbly water.

n Staff do not always obtain sufficient information from parents about the skills 
that babies and toddlers learn at home, particularly in relation to their 
independence. For example, staff feed some children when they are capable of 
trying to do this themselves. They show surprise at what children can do. This 
reduces opportunities for children to practise and extend their skills further.

n Children develop very good relationships with staff. For example, they greet their 
key person with enthusiasm and follow her when she leaves the room. Staff 
notice what children are doing and use techniques, such as copying, to help 
support the development of their communication. One-year-old children laugh 
and giggle in delight when staff make babbling sounds into a cup to copy babies' 
interactions.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n implement a programme of professional development to raise the quality of 
practice to an even higher level

n gather more information from parents about children's development of skills at 
home to ensure that children have opportunities to practise their skills in the 
creche.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2670160

Local authority Durham

Inspection number 10339504

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 3

Total number of places 3

Number of children on roll 7

Name of registered person Seascape Primary School Governing Body

Registered person unique 
reference number 2670159

Telephone number 01915864186

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Seascape creche registered in 2022 and is located within Seascape Primary School, 
Peterlee. It provides childcare for the school workforce. The creche operates term 
time only from Monday to Thursday, 8am to 4.30pm. There are two staff who both 
hold qualifications at level 3 and a manager with qualified teacher status.  

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Elizabeth Fish
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager showed the inspector around the creche and explained how she 
organises the provision.

n Parents spoke to the inspector and explained their views of the creche.
n The inspector observed children playing and evaluated the impact on children's 

learning.
n The manager evaluated an activity with the inspector.
n The inspector spoke to children and staff at appropriate times during the 

inspection.
n The manager showed the inspector a range of documentation including those 

relating to suitability.
n The manager explained how she keeps children safe and how she manages the 

creche.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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