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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Scallywags is a happy and fun place to be. Children include visitors to the setting 
by saying, 'Welcome to our club,' as they invite them to play. Children join in the 
activities available that are suited to their age and stage of learning. Older children 
enjoy playing pool together. Younger children find treasures hidden in the sand. All 
children work cooperatively. For example, they sort jigsaw pieces and ask friends 
for help to complete the puzzle before they go home.

Children enjoy a range of healthy snacks. They are encouraged to try new foods 
and flavours. Staff listen to the views of children when they say they do not like 
waffles and offer an alternative. Children are often asked for feedback to improve 
the provision. Planned activities are based on this feedback and also on children's 
interests.

Children behave well. Staff support them to sort out any difficulties or friendship 
issues that may arise. Children are confident to talk to staff and ask for help if 
needed. Staff support children to work out problems and communicate their 
worries. They do this in a way the children feel comfortable with and by listening 
carefully. Staff get to know the children well. They provide children with 
opportunities to be physically active in safe spaces, for example, playing football 
outdoors or sports on computer games. Children are able to make their own 
choices and voice their opinions. This gives children ownership of the club and 
makes them feel valued.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children show a positive attitude to trying new activities. Staff support them to 
learn new skills, such as playing chess. Adults play alongside the children. They 
give them experiences that are linked to themes. For example, children look for 
bugs in autumn or make firework pictures for bonfire night. This enables 
children to build on their experiences over time. Children are excited to return to 
these projects on different days.

n Children enjoy spending time playing outside with their friends. They enjoy 
playing tag or spending time in the forest area or mud kitchen. Staff ensure the 
children are safe. They use hand-held radios if support is needed when they are 
away from the setting. However, managers now need to consider additional 
procedures for staff when they work alone outside. 

n Staff encourage children to be healthy and make good lifestyle choices. Children 
know to wash their hands before food and after using the toilet. Children are 
independent and know the rules and routines of the setting, for example, 
removing your shoes indoors and putting the lids on pens.
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n Children are able to use technology and play together on the computer. Time is 
limited and shared fairly among the children. Staff use these opportunities to 
talk to children about staying safe online. They also discuss about the safe use 
of devices at home.

n Managers of the setting work together to improve the experience for children. 
They regularly evaluate their practice and make improvements if needed. 
Managers communicate with the team and parents clearly. This ensures 
messages are passed on from school and notices are received. Managers work 
with staff during supervisions to reduce workload. Well-being is also a high 
priority, meaning staff feel appreciated. The manager now needs to prioritise her 
own workload and consider how to reduce the paperwork she maintains. 

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are well supported. 
Children speak fondly of their time in the club and their favourite people to 
spend time with. Staff give consideration to the activities children will benefit 
from most. Staff support children to access the activities on offer so they are 
included. Staff work closely with the specialist unit within the school. This 
ensures communication and strategies to help children are consistent.

n Parents speak highly of the setting and would recommend it to friends. They like 
the flexibility of attendance and how school clubs can also be accommodated. 
Parents report that their children really enjoy the craft activities, including when 
children recently made Halloween houses together. They feel this is important 
because as parents do not have time to include this type of play at home. They 
report that it gives the children a contrast to the work they do in school.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff understand and can recall the signs and symptoms of abuse. They understand 
when a child or family may be at risk from harm. Staff know how to record and 
report their concerns. They know how to escalate concerns about staff, using the 
local authority for advice. Staff are aware of issues, including the 'Prevent' duty, 
grooming and county lines. They know what to look out for in children's behaviours 
and language. Staff know how to challenge stereotypes and online concerns. The 
setting has a detailed safeguarding policy. Staff can apply the policy to scenarios. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 220149

Local authority West Northamptonshire

Inspection number 10233575

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 44

Number of children on roll 84

Name of registered person Senlis Scallywags Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP522959

Telephone number 01604 702636

Date of previous inspection 7 November 2016

Information about this early years setting

Senlis Scallywags Out of School Club was registered in 1995 and is managed by a 
voluntary committee. The club is based in the ground of Simon de Senlis Primary 
School, Northampton. The club employs seven members of childcare staff. Of 
these, six hold appropriate qualifications at level 6 and level 3. The club opens from 
Monday to Friday, for 51 weeks of the year. Sessions during term time are from 
7.50am until 8.45am, and from 3.15pm until 6pm. Sessions in school holidays are 
from 8am until 6pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Donna Edwards
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The manager and the inspector discussed how the provision and activities 
support the children in the club.

n The inspector assessed the suitability of the new premises.
n The inspector observed the children and staff during activities indoors and 

assessed the impact this has on the provision.
n The inspector spoke with the staff, children and parents during the inspection.
n The inspector held discussions with the managers. 
n The inspector reviewed a sample of documentation, including the suitability of 

staff and first-aid qualifications.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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