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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

The well-qualified, established and experienced staff provide a fun and relaxed 
atmosphere for children to attend after school. Children enthusiastically greet staff. 
They share their learning with staff and talk excitedly about what they have been 
learning at school. Staff listen to the children, liaise with teachers regarding current 
lesson topics, and plan activities in the club that complement children's learning. 
This helps staff to build on children's existing experiences and helps children to 
develop their understanding further. 

Children are enthusiastic and lively on arrival at the club. They settle quickly and 
show that they are happy and feel safe and emotionally secure. Children choose 
from a selection of stimulating and age-appropriate activities that staff set out 
around various tables to encourage children's sociability. For example, children take 
part in painting and card games, while others enjoy stencilling and make models 
from plastic bricks. These activities encourage children to talk to each other, 
develop their turn-taking skills and strengthen their hand muscles. Older children 
encourage the younger ones to join in with their play and support them in 
developing their creations by offering suggestions.

Children talk about how much they enjoy the activities on offer and meeting up 
with their friends from other year groups. Children comment that they particularly 
like the art and craft activities, especially the recent pancake activity that took 
place for Shrove Tuesday. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The club buzzes with energy as children chatter, laugh and play together. 
However, at times, the noise levels can become distracting, especially for 
younger, quieter, more sensitive children. As a result, this can affect the way 
some children access the resources and activities available to them. Staff are 
mindful that noise levels can be distracting and are considering ways to reduce 
noise levels during busier periods, as well as support children to learn how to be 
more respectful of others as they play.

n Relationships with the host school are strong. Club staff exchange daily 
discussions with teaching staff to ensure that important information is shared to 
support children's well-being and is passed on to parents and carers when 
necessary. Parents comment that they appreciate this joined-up and supportive 
communication between sites.

n Children have daily opportunities for energetic play. They play outdoors in the 
large playground. Children choose what play and equipment they would like 
when outside. For instance, some choose a football and enjoy a game with their 
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friends. Others play tag or use their imaginations to create a game based on a 
video game. Staff skilfully support those that want to learn the rules and 
movements of hopscotch. Children express their delight once they have 
mastered the skills needed.

n Staff support children well in their personal development. They form strong 
relationships with all children, through which children develop high levels of 
confidence. This is clear when younger children in the group stand up and share 
their news or books during circle time. They speak loudly and clearly, comforted 
by staff who encourage them warmly. Children learn to treat each other with 
respect. They are encouraged to listen to each other's contributions, which can 
promote healthy discussions.

n Staff establish strong working relationships with parents. Parents complete all 
necessary information about their child at the start of their child's placement. 
They receive daily verbal feedback that keeps them up to date on their children's 
day. Parents highly compliment the staff and activities on offer and describe the 
club as 'amazing'. They also comment that they find the level of consistency with 
staff 'rewarding and reassuring'.

n The manager actively seeks the views of parents and children and uses their 
views to improve the activities and services on offer. Staff comment that they 
feel supported and valued in their roles by the manager. As a team, they 
undertake daily discussions about their work and use their reflections to inform 
planning. The club owners have recently introduced further measures to support 
staff's professional development and well-being, as they recognise the 
importance of their staff's welfare.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a strong understanding of how to keep children safe. They complete 
safeguarding training and the manager ensures that their knowledge is kept up to 
date. They have a strong knowledge of the process to follow should they have any 
concerns regarding children's welfare. They can confidently identify possible signs 
of abuse and neglect, as well as wider safeguarding issues, such as identifying 
children who may be at risk of exposure to extreme views and behaviour. Staff 
regularly review and revise policies and procedures regarding safeguarding 
effectively. For instance, following a recent review, they implemented newer 
strategies for the collection of children. This was because they recognised that, due 
to additional clubs and groups running simultaneously to the after-school club, 
other persons were on the premises. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY365666

Local authority Portsmouth

Inspection number 10071832

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children 4 to 10

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 211

Name of registered person Schoolfriend Clubs Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901397

Telephone number 07789334342

Date of previous inspection 10 December 2015

Information about this early years setting

Schoolfriend Clubs@ Wimborne Junior registered in 2007. It is owned by 
Schoolfriend Clubs, a national organisation which provides out-of-school care. It 
operates from a classroom within Wimborne Junior School, in the Southsea area of 
Portsmouth, in Hampshire. The children have access to an outdoor area. The club 
opens Monday to Friday from 7.45am to 9am and 3.15pm to 6pm, during term 
time only. There are three members of staff, and all hold appropriate early years 
qualifications at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sarah Denman
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Inspection activities

n The inspector had a tour of the premises accessed by children and staff. 
n The inspector observed the activities, indoors and outdoors, and the interactions 

between staff and children. She considered the impact of these interactions on 
children's behaviour and well-being.

n The inspector held discussions with the manager, staff and children at 
appropriate times throughout the inspection.

n The inspector viewed a small sample of documentation, including staff suitability 
documents and qualifications of staff working in the setting.

n Discussions were held with parents. The inspector took their views and opinions 
into consideration. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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