
Inspection of Shining Stars Daycare & 
Club 
St. Helens Primary Academy, St Helens Way, Barnsley, Yorkshire S71 2PS

Inspection date: 8 February 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Met



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and settled in the nursery and are very familiar with the 
routines that staff have implemented. Children listen well and follow instructions 
throughout the day. For example, they begin to tidy up when they hear a familiar 
song. Children are self-assured and inquisitive. They show respect towards others 
and behave well. Children, including babies, form close attachments to staff and 
have good attitudes to learning.

Staff help children to explore their own creative ideas. For example, children 
thoroughly enjoy making cards for Valentine's Day and discuss their loved ones at 
home. Staff successfully promote a love of books and reading. Children tell staff 
that a book has a cover and a spine. They listen intently to the story of 'Stickman'. 
Children repeat key words and begin to predict what they think might happen next.

Children are learning how to care for others and how to keep themselves safe. 
They take turns to look after the tortoise and know not to put their fingers near its 
mouth. Children speak about penguins living in Antarctica and whales living in the 
sea. They relish exploring ice and how it melts.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff make ongoing assessments through observing children, which informs the 
curriculum and what they want children to learn next. All staff know the targets 
for all children and talk at length about how they are helping their key children 
to always learn something new. For example, individual children are provided 
with specific tailored support to develop their confidence in playing in small-
group activities. 

n The manager and staff support children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities well. They liaise closely with other professionals, settings and parents 
to ensure all children make good progress in their learning and development.

n Staff recognise the importance of supporting children's communication and 
language development. They engage in conversations with children as they play. 
Staff introduce, model and repeat the correct use of words. They ask children 
questions and listen to what they have to say. This helps children to build on 
their listening and speaking skills.

n Children are independent and are encouraged to try and do things for 
themselves. Staff give children time to 'have a go', particularly when putting on 
and fastening their coats, or when washing their hands after using the 
bathroom. This helps to ensure that children have the self-help skills needed in 
preparation for school.

n Parents speak highly of the setting. They value the wealth of information they 
receive about their children's progress and ideas on how to support children's 
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learning at home. Parents feel they can approach staff for help and support. 
n The manager monitors and evaluates all aspects of the nursery provision 

effectively in order to improve outcomes for children. Staff are very well 
supported through good-quality supervision meetings and observations of their 
practice. Staff are encouraged to attend courses to maintain their professional 
development. This helps to drive improvement for all children's care and 
learning.

n Staff support children's emotional development well. They take time to get to 
know children and their families. Comprehensive information is gathered from 
parents prior to children attending, to help children settle quickly. The 
stimulating and well-organised environment enables children to make choices 
and enjoy their learning. However, less focus is given to the outdoor area, which 
is less exciting.

n Staff to implement the curriculum for mathematics effectively to help further 
enhance children's understanding of mathematical concepts, such as numbers 
and counting. Children listen perceptively during circle-time activities and 
confidently talk about their favourite things and their home life. They are gaining 
the skills needed for the next steps in their learning, such as starting school.

n Children are beginning to learn about the world around them. However, children 
are not always best supported to understand the diversity within their local 
community. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Robust recruitment and vetting procedures help to check the suitability of staff 
working with children. The manager and staff regularly update their safeguarding 
knowledge through training, discussions and staff meetings. Staff can identify the 
signs that indicate a child may be at risk of harm from abuse or neglect. They 
understand how to report child protection concerns and how to follow the whistle-
blowing procedure if concerned about the practice of other staff members. Staff 
are deployed effectively. The children are well supervised as child-to-adult ratios 
are always followed.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop an outdoor curriculum that excites and motivates children in their 
learning

n strengthen staff knowledge of how to teach children about similarities and 
differences between themselves and those in their communities. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY555089

Local authority Barnsley

Inspection number 10220059

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 10

Total number of places 32

Number of children on roll 38

Name of registered person Goodier, Amanda Jane

Registered person unique 
reference number RP555088

Telephone number 07932612939

Date of previous inspection 4 February 2020

Information about this early years setting

Shining Stars Daycare & Club registered in 2017 and is situated in Barnsley. The 
setting employs seven members of childcare staff. Of these, four hold appropriate 
early years qualifications at level 3. The setting opens from Monday to Friday all 
year round, except for bank holidays and two weeks at Christmas. Sessions are 
from 7am until 6pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Ruth Moore
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspection was carried out unannounced following the risk assessment 
process.

n The inspector and the manager completed a learning walk across all areas of the 
setting to understand how the early years provision and the curriculum are 
organised.

n The inspector held a meeting with the nursery manager and looked at a sample 
of the setting's documents. This included evidence of staff suitability and 
training.

n The inspector spoke with staff and children during the inspection.
n The inspector completed a joint observation with the nursery manager. 
n The inspector spoke to a number of parents during the inspection and took 

account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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