
Inspection of Sunshine Community 
Nursery
Shine, Harehills Road, Leeds, Yorkshire LS8 5HS

Inspection date: 26 August 2021

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children thrive in this rich and inspiring provision. They benefit from high-quality 
learning. Staff use their knowledge and experience to provide a stimulating and 
challenging curriculum. Babies spend long periods of time exploring textures and 
sensory materials. They show eagerness and curiosity as they look for toy animals 
hidden under cereal. Staff understand what children need to learn next and 
observe them with skill. Children acquire new knowledge and build on what they 
already know and can do.

Children develop a strong sense of right and wrong. They consistently display 
excellent behaviour due to well-established boundaries and carefully structured 
routines. Children celebrate each other's achievements with a 'high five' and pats 
on the back. All children respect and value each other, as they cooperate and 
negotiate as they play. There is a very strong focus on friendship and kindness. For 
example, children are encouraged to serve each other food and pull out chairs for 
their friends to sit on.

Managers are sensitive to the impact that COVID-19 (coronavirus) may have had 
on the children and their families, and on staff. Staff engaged in consistent 
communication with children and their families throughout COVID-19 restrictions. 
For instance, they held regular telephone calls and sent activity packs to children to 
support their learning at home. Managers offer flexible and sensitive support to 
staff as they return to work.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Many of the staff are multilingual. They support children's home language, as 
well as English, exceptionally well. Staff repeat rhymes, use key words and 
repeat both languages to help children to settle quickly. Children engage with 
attentive staff and friendship groups throughout the day. This helps to boost 
children's confidence and supports their communication skills. During story time, 
staff are highly successful in creating anticipation. They introduce animated 
voices for each of the characters to bring the story to life.

n Staff are exceptional role models, and children behave extremely well for their 
ages. The very youngest children willingly show patience and wait their turn. 
Older children confidently remind each other of the rules and treat one another 
with respect. Children think about how others might feel and how they can help.

n Staff plan relevant activities to help children learn about healthy lifestyles. 
Children take part in regular cooking activities with the nursery chef. These 
activities focus on healthy recipes. Children take part in yoga sessions and learn 
about the physical effect of exercise on their bodies. During meals, children 
learn that eating a balanced diet and nutritious food helps them grow. They 
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identify that calcium is in milk and understand it is good for healthy bones and 
teeth.

n Staff plan a curriculum to give children excellent opportunities to develop their 
speech and language skills. For example, children learn new words, such as 
'harvest and 'ripen', when watering tomato plants. Staff ask children questions 
that encourage detailed replies. This helps extend their thinking and vocabulary 
further.

n Parents are very complimentary about the nursery. They stress how confident 
they feel when leaving their children. Staff closely consult with parents about 
their children's experiences at home. Staff incorporate these in their planning to 
inspire children to learn. Parents know what staff are working on to support their 
child's development. They receive exceptional support and guidance from staff. 
This includes high levels of support for children with special educational needs 
and/or disabilities. Parents say that they 'would not choose anywhere else'.

n The management team are exceptionally committed. Staff benefit from a wealth 
of training opportunities and share what they have learned with each other. 
Supervision sessions are targeted and used effectively to support the needs of 
individual staff. All staff agree that they receive high-quality investment from the 
management team. This ensures high levels of staff motivation and well-being.

n Funding for eligible children is very well targeted. Managers work closely with 
parents. They agree on how the funding should be used to help make the 
biggest impact on children's learning. Children benefit from the manager's and 
staff's commitment to establishing effective working relationships with external 
professionals and local schools. As a result, transition to other settings, including 
school, is seamless. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Safeguarding and children's well-being are a top priority for everyone at this 
nursery. There is a strong culture of safeguarding. Staff receive rigorous 
safeguarding training. They discuss safeguarding updates during monthly 
meetings. Managers test their knowledge through regular quizzes. Staff confidently 
identify possible indicators of abuse and understand about the 'Prevent' duty. They 
are knowledgeable about topics, such as witchcraft, internet safety and county 
lines. Robust recruitment procedures ensure only those suitable to work with 
children do so. Children have rich opportunities to learn how to keep themselves 
safe. For example, they help staff complete highly effective risk assessments of 
play areas outside.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY557530

Local authority Leeds 

Inspection number 10194189

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 60

Number of children on roll 110

Name of registered person Sunshine Community Nursery Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP557529

Telephone number 0113 3880074

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Sunshine Community Nursery registered in 2018. The nursery employs 20 
members of childcare staff. Of these, 18 hold appropriate early years qualifications 
between level 2 and 6. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, all year round. 
Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. The nursery provides funded early education 
for two-, three- and four-year-old children. There are children on roll in receipt of 
early years pupil premium and also children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Julie Dent

Inspection report: Sunshine Community Nursery
26 August 2021 4



Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
(coronavirus) pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the 
pandemic with the setting and has taken that into account in her evaluation of 
the setting.

n A learning walk and joint observation were completed with the manager to 
understand how the provision and the curriculum are organised.

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning. 

n A number of parents were spoken to during the inspection and the inspector 
took account of their views. 

n The inspector spoke with staff and children during the inspection. 
n The inspector held meetings with the manager and director. She looked at 

relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff working in the 
nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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