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Introduction

The inspection was carried out by three Additional Inspectors.

Description of the school

This urban junior school has designated provision to support pupils with statements
of special educational need. The majority have severe learning difficulties (SLD),
moderate learning difficulties (MLD) or autism. One tenth of all pupils in the school
are entitled to this provision. Most enter during Year 3 and Year 4 from mainstream
schools which are unable to meet the special needs of these pupils. Over one third of
all pupils have learning difficulties or statements of special educational need, which
is significantly higher than average. Over two thirds come from areas where there is
a higher-than-average level of deprivation. Over one quarter of the teaching staff
have changed in the last two years, including the longstanding headteacher. Two
headteachers were appointed to lead the school from September 2005.

Key for inspection grades

Grade 1 Outstanding
Grade 2 Good
Grade 3 Satisfactory

Grade 4 Inadequate
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 2

The strong and cohesive leadership of the two headteachers is a significant factor in
the overall effectiveness of the school being good. It has enabled the school to improve
since it was last inspected and to have good capacity to improve further. Good
leadership and management at all levels ensure that the good personal development
and well-being of pupils has high priority. One parent commented, ‘The school is well
led, takes the views of parents and the community on board, but is centrally focused
on the whole child.' The care, guidance and support given to all pupils are good. The
pastoral care is outstanding because Studfall Junior School is a school where every
child really does matter. Its mission statement of ‘Valuing All' is evident on a daily
basis because it is a truly inclusive school. Pupils with learning difficulties and
statements of special educational need work alongside pupils of all abilities and have
the same good curriculum that others have. Practical activities which meet the needs
of each individual and effective support from adults and other pupils enable these
pupils in particular to make good progress. As one parent said, 'l can't believe the
difference in him since he started at this school; he has confidence and a smile on his
face.' Pupils enter the school at the start of Year 3 with standards which are broadly
average. However, because a significant number of pupils with statements of special
educational need join later on, standards overall in the lower part of the school are
below average. The good progress of pupils of all abilities, as they move up through
the school, results in broadly average standards overall at the end of Year 6. If the
national test results for pupils with statements of special educational need are not
included, standards are above average in English and science. The achievement of all
pupils is good because good teaching and learning happen in nearly every lesson.
Teachers plan interesting tasks which generally build very effectively on what pupils
already know. This is done particularly well in writing, where standards have improved
significantly in the last two years. Pupils do not make quite so much progress in
mathematics because, in a small number of lessons, the work is not challenging enough,
particularly for those of average ability. In addition, not all of the marking helps pupils
to understand how they can improve. The school is aware of the need to give pupils
regular opportunities to be more involved in the assessment of their own progress in
all subjects so that they can take greater responsibility for their learning. A number
of different visitors to the school and a very wide range of clubs help to develop pupils'
skills and interests and enjoyment of school. The music and information and
communication technology (ICT) clubs, for example, offer excellent experiences to
pupils to learn how to write a musical score to support their drama activities, and to
make a pop video. The school's encouragement for pupils to have a healthy lifestyle,
especially through participation in many sporting activities, means that this aspect of
their development is outstanding.

What the school should do to improve further

- Raise standards in mathematics by ensuring that work is sufficiently challenging
for all levels of pupils' ability and that marking helps pupils to understand what
they need to do to improve.
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+ Increase the opportunities for pupils to be involved in the assessment of their own
progress so that they become more independent in their learning.

Achievement and standards
Grade: 2

The achievement of all groups of pupils throughout the school is good. Pupils with
learning difficulties and those with statements of special educational need achieve
particularly well. Pupils join at the start of Year 3 from the partner infant school with
standards which are broadly average. However, because a significant number of pupils
with statements of special educational need enter later in Year 3 and during Year 4,
standards overall are below average in the lower part of the school. The vast majority
of pupils of different abilities make good progress as they move up through the school
so that standards by the end of Year 6 are broadly average. If the national test results
for pupils with statements of special educational need are not included, standards for
the last two years have been above average in English and science. Pupils make good
progress in their writing. Standards are lower in mathematics than in English and
science because a few pupils in each class, particularly those of average ability, do not
make as much progress as they might.

Personal development and well-being
Grade: 2

Pupils' personal development and well-being are a strength of the school because of
very good relationships between everyone. Staff work hard to ensure that pupils’
behaviour is always good and, for some, it is often exemplary. Pupils feel safe and
develop a keen sense of responsibility for others, particularly those who find learning
difficult. They contribute well to the wider community by raising large sums of money
for charity and by practical activities such as planting trees and bulbs at a local hospice.
Pupils are keen to say how much they enjoy school, with one pupil remarking, 'This is
a good place to be.' As a result of recent strategies, pupils' attendance has improved
so that it is broadly average, but the school is aware of the need to continue to work
hard with the few families where attendance is less than satisfactory. The school
provides excellent opportunities for pupils to share and reflect on their experiences
and feelings. This helps to ensure that their spiritual, moral, social, emotional and
cultural development is good in all respects and that pupils have a growing
understanding of other faiths and cultures in particular. Although pupils’ skills in
numeracy are not developing quite as quickly as in other areas, life skills such as
working in a team and taking responsibility are developing well.
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Quality of provision

Teaching and learning
Grade: 2

Consistently good quality teaching and the good attitudes of pupils to their work
enable nearly all pupils to make good progress. Adults use praise well to motivate
pupils. Lessons move at a good pace, with teachers using careful questioning to assess
pupils’ understanding. The positive relationships between adults and pupils are a
particular strength of teaching and result in pupils feeling confident to learn and to
seek help when needed. Teaching assistants are valued members of the teaching team
and make a significant contribution to the progress made by pupils, particularly those
with learning difficulties and with statements of special educational need. Pupils,
particularly those of average ability, do not consistently make the progress of which
they are capable in mathematics. This is because the tasks planned for them, based
on their previous learning, are not always sufficiently challenging. While marking is
used well in literacy to indicate to pupils what they need to do to improve, this is not
always the case in mathematics. There are not yet enough opportunities for pupils to
make their own assessments of progress which would help them to become more
independent in their learning.

Curriculum and other activities
Grade: 2

A wide range of practical tasks enables all pupils, and particularly those with learning
difficulties and with statements of special educational need, to be interested and
involved in their work and to make good progress. Carefully planned topics broaden
pupils' knowledge and understanding of the world, different cultures and the arts.
Good links are made across the subjects, helping especially to develop pupils' skills in
writing. ICT is sometimes used well to support learning and teaching, but there aren't
yet enough opportunities for pupils to make full use of it in different subjects of the
curriculum. Provision for pupils’ personal, social and health education is good overall,
with Year 6 pupils benefiting from workshops such as those on solvent abuse. This
type of event means that the curriculum to help pupils to lead safe and healthy lives
is outstanding.

Care, guidance and support
Grade: 2

The school has an excellent partnership with a range of outside agencies, as well as
parents, which ensures the outstanding care and good support for all pupils, including
those most at risk. Health, safety and well-being are high priorities and rigorous
procedures for safeguarding pupils are in place. Pupils confidently express their opinions
and say that they feel safe and very well cared for. They know they have adults to talk
to about any worries. There are good systems in place for target setting, and targets
to help pupils improve their work are very much in evidence in classrooms and in their
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books, particularly in literacy. Pupils' awareness and understanding of these targets
are sometimes limited and the school has rightly identified this as an area for
development.

Leadership and management
Grade: 2

The headteachers have built up a thorough understanding of the strengths and
weaknesses of the school. Their detailed and precise self-evaluation makes good use
of an excellent analysis of assessments of pupils' progress. Rigorous systems for
checking on the performance of the school are enabling them to measure the impact
of improvement strategies, such as those to raise standards in mathematics. The
headteachers' development of a new team of senior managers reflects their commitment
to a joint approach to leadership. They recognise that, in order to help raise standards
further, these leaders now need to develop their use of the increased information
available about pupils' progress. The vast majority of all parents express extremely
positive views about the school, praising in particular the good communication, how
pupils are treated as individuals and how they are listened to in helping the school to
become even better. Despite a number of recent changes on the governing body, it
works very effectively under good leadership. Governors have supportive links with
staff and pupils and are developing their role in the school's self-evaluation.
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures
set out in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection’, which is available from Ofsted’s
website: www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Annex A

Inspection judgements

Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3 satisfactory, and grade 4 School
inadequate Overall

Overall effectiveness
How effective, efficient and inclusive is the provision of education, integrated
care and any extended services in meeting the needs of learners?
How well does the school work in partnership with others to promote learners' 1
well-being?
The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation
The capacity to make any necessary improvements 2
Effective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last Yes
inspection

N

Achievement and standards
How well do learners achieve? 2

The standards' reached by learners 3
How well learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations between
groups of learners

How well learners with learning difficulties and disabilities make progress

Personal development and well-being
How good is the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?
The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
The behaviour of learners
The attendance of learners
How well learners enjoy their education
The extent to which learners adopt safe practices
The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles
The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community
How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

W IN[=|NINJWININ| N

The quality of provision
How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of the 5
learners' needs?
How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs 5
and interests of learners?
How well are learners cared for, guided and supported? 2

' Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none significantly
below average; Grade 3 - Broadly average to below average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally low.
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Annex A

Leadership and management

How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement 5

and supporting all learners?

How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading 5

to improvement and promote high quality of care and education

How effectively performance is monitored, evaluated and improved to meet 5

challenging targets

How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination tackled so 5

that all learners achieve as well as they can

How effectively and efficiently resources, including staff, are deployed to 5

achieve value for money

The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their 5

responsibilities

Do procedures for safequarding learners meet current government Yes

requirements?

Does this school require special measures? No

Does this school require a notice to improve? No
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Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection

We enjoyed visiting your school recently and are grateful to you all for being so friendly and
polite. It was very clear that you go to an extremely caring school where you go out of your
way to look after each other, especially those who find learning difficult. You go to a good
school and everyone, including the adults, was keen to tell us how much they enjoy going to
it. You have good relationships with all the staff, and teachers make a real effort to find
interesting ways of helping you to learn. Many of you talked to us about all the clubs that are
on offer and we were impressed at some of the things that you achieve in these activities. We
were also impressed at how knowledgeable you are about how to lead a healthy lifestyle. Pupils
of different abilities make good progress in their work. This is because the teaching is good
and nearly all of your activities are based well on what you already know. For some of you in
mathematics, there is not quite enough challenge to help you make the progress of which you
are capable. We have asked your teachers to make sure this happens and also that when they
mark your work they explain what you need to do to improve. We want you to take more
responsibility for your own learning, thinking carefully about your targets but also assessing
how much progress you have made and how you could do better. We have asked your teachers
to make sure that they give you opportunities to do this, but you can help by asking yourself
at the end of each lesson what you have learned and what else you could do to improve your
work. Your two headteachers, with the support of all the staff and governors, check carefully
to see how much progress each of you makes and how well the school is doing. As a result of
your headteachers doing this so thoroughly, your school has continued to improve since it was
last inspected. We are sure that with the good attitudes and responsibility that you show, it
will improve even further.



