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PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT
INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Bramcote Park is amixed comprehensive school for pupils aged eleven to sixteen. The school has
609 pupils, thisis well below the average size for secondary schools nationaly. Since 1997 the
school has been steedily increasing in Sze despite the loss of its Sixth form. Bramcote Park School is
Stuated in the Bramcote ward in the digtrict of Broxtowe but mainly takes pupils from the three
primary schoolsin Stapleford North which is designated as an area of socid disadvantage. It hasa
low percentage of adults with a higher education qudification. In addition a growing number of
pupils attend the school from the inner city areaof Nottingham. Approximately 20% of pupilslivein
the inner city. The percentage of pupils entitled to free school medsis above the nationd average at
19.5% and the percentage of pupils speaking English as a second language is higher than in most
schools at 4.6%. One out of eight pupils are from ethnic minorities. The percentage of pupils having
gpecid educationd needsiswell above the nationd average a 34.9% and is steadily risng but the
percentage of pupils with statements of pecia educationa need is broadly in line with the nationd
average. Pupils attainment on entry to the school continues to be below average and the school has
been identified as a* School in Chdlenging Circumstances by the local education authority.

HOW GOOD THE SCHOOL IS

Thisis an improving school with many very good feetures. The overdl standard of attainment,
athough below the nationd average, isimproving and is high compared to schools serving smilar
locdities. The progress made by pupils, sarting from alow base, isgood. The qudity of teaching is
good, with much that is very good. The leadership and management of the school are excellent.
Improvement since the last ingpection isgood. Although attendance remains low overal good
progress has been made. The school provides good value for money.

What the school doeswell

The headteacher, governors, senior saff and middle managers manage the school very well
and provide excellent leadership.

The whole school community has a cdear, shared vison for the school. This has a powerful
impact on progress.

A very committed staff provide good teaching and enable good learning in dl years.

Pupils want to come to school. They behave well and learn.

A very caring staff provide good support for pupils.

The Student Support Centre is an excellent resource, which has a positive effect on the
progress of dl pupils.

The library provides a very good learning environment which iswell used.

Improvements in standards of attainment at the age of 14 are good.
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What could beimproved

- Standards of attainment overall but particularly the achievement of girls, at the age of 16 years.
The opportunities for pupils to develop investigative and independent research kills.
The conggtency in implementing new grategies to challenge the more able pupils..
The use of pupils skillsin information and communication technology to support other subjects
of the curriculum.

The areas for improvement will form the basis of the governors’ action plan.

HOW THE SCHOOL HASIMPROVED SINCE ITSLAST INSPECTION

Bramcote Park School has significantly improved since the last ingpection in October 1997. Much
of thisimprovement has taken place in the last two years snce the gppointment of the new
headteacher. Standards have continued to rise and results at the end of Year 9 are now well above
the nationd average in English. In mathematics and science improvement isrisng faster than nationd
improvement so the gap isclosing. GCSE results have improved with the national trend but there is
il agap between what the schoal is achieving and average results nationally. Leadershipisnow a
srength of the school and governors are fully involved in the process. The school now has avison
of the sort of schoal it wantsto be. It has very sgnificant strengths in the way that it cares for pupils
and the new Student Support Centre is centrd to the improvement in thisarea. Thereisastrong
climate for learning in the school based on the beief that everyone has the right to achieve their
potentiad. The school has aso successfully tackled attendance and behaviour issues and this has
helped the schoal to improve. The requirementsto have adaily act of collective worship and to
teach religious education to dl pupilsin Years 10 and 11 have till not been complied with.

STANDARDS

The table shows the standards achieved by pupils at the end of Year 11 based on average point
scoresin GCSE examinations.

Compared with Key
. smilar
Performancein: all schools <chools well above average
1999 2000 | 2001 | 2001 above average
average
GCSE examinations E E E C below average
well below average

mooOoo >

Standards in national tests and examinations are below nationa averages at the ages of 14 and 16
years with the exception of English a age 14 which iswell above the nationd average.

Standards are improving rapidly in Y ears 7-9 where the gap with the nationd averageis closing.
English isthe strongest subject at the end of Year 9. Pupils dso make good progressin
mathematics and science from Years 7-9 and their results, athough below the nationa average, are
average in comparison to Smilar schools. Standardsiin literacy are average. This indicates good
progress as pupils enter the school with low levels of literacy. Standardsin numeracy are above
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average. Pupils enter the school with average stlandards in numeracy and they make good progress
in the schoal.

There has been a steady improvement over the last four yearsin the GCSE results at the end of
Year 11. Although results are below the national average, they are average when compared to
amilar schools. Ambitious targets have been set for pupils attainment in GCSE in 2002 and 2003
and stlandards seen in lessons suggest that these are achievable. Much work seenin lessonswasin
line with national averages. Considerable strengths were seen in English, information and
communication technology, physical education, history, geography, Spanish and science. Girls are,
however, performing less well than boys.

Pupils with specia educationa needs make good progress and benefit from additional support
provided by the school. Progress made by more able pupils is unsatisfactory as too few pupils
achieve the higher grades with the exception of English at the end of Year 9in 2001.

PUPILS ATTITUDESAND VALUES

Aspect Comment

Attitudes to the school Pupils have good attitudes to learning and take advantage of the
activities provided. The mgority are keen to learn and are proud of
their schoal.

Behaviour, inand out of | The mgority of pupils behave wel in lessons aswell as around the
classrooms school at bresk and lunchtimes. There are a small number who cause
problems but in most cases they are dedlt with effectively. Behaviour
has improved sgnificantly since the previous inspection.

Persond development and | Relationships in the school are good. However, there are too few
relationships opportunities for pupils to undertake positions of respongihility and to
become more actively involved in the life of the schoal.

Attendance Wl below the nationd average but improving. Recently attendance
has risen to just below the national average, a sgnificant incresse
since the last ingpection.

The mgority of pupils respond well to good teaching. Relationships between staff and pupils are
good and contribute significantly to pupils learning and to the caring ethos within the school. Low
levels of attendance remain an issue for the school. Despite improvements, it is an obstacle to some
pupils performance and a congraint on the school’ s performance overdl.

TEACHING AND LEARNING

Teaching of pupils:. Years7-9 Years10-11

Qudity of teaching Good Good

Inspector s make judgements about teaching in the range: excellent; very good; good; satisfactory; unsatisfactory; poor; very
poor. ‘Satisfactory’ means that the teaching is adequate and strengths outwei gh weaknesses.
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The quality of teaching isgood. During the ingpection, of the 126 lessons seen, teaching was dmost
aways a least satisfactory. It was good or better in four out of five lessons and very good or
excdlent in amogt a quarter of lessons. Overdl teaching was dightly better in Years 7-9 than in
Years 10 and 11.

Teachers have agood knowledge of their subject. They plan lessons thoroughly, making it clear to
pupils what they are expected to do to be successful. They have high expectations of both
standards of work and behaviour. Relationshipsin lessons are good and the mgjority of teachers
demongtrate good classroom management. Use of homework is generdly satisfactory. The
teaching of pupilswith specid educationa needsis good and sometimes very good. Teachers have
agood knowledge of their pupils needs and believe they can be successful. However, there are
occasions where the work set does not meet the needs of the more able pupils. In some areas of
the curriculum pupils are given insufficient opportunity to take part in research based and
investigative activities. Pupils respond well to effective teaching and make good progress overdl.

The teaching of mathematicsis good in Years 7-9 and satisfactory in English and science. In Years
10 and 11, it isgood in English and science and satisfactory in mathematics. In other subjects
teaching is good overdl with the exception of information and communication technology in Years
10 and 11 and art and designin Years 7, 8 and 9 where it is very good.

The reinforcement of literacy skillsin different subjects is good and makes a positive impact on
standards. The teaching of numeracy and information and communication technology in mathematics
and information and communication technology lessonsis good. However these skills are not
reinforced in other subjects.

OTHER ASPECTS OF THE SCHOOL

Aspect Comment

The quality andrangeof | The curriculum is generally broad and balanced but does not meet
the curriculum gatutory requirements for religious education, design and technology
and amodern foreign language in Years 10 and 11. The school
provides agood range of activities and experiences designed to meet
the needs and interests of pupils of al abilities and backgrounds.

Provigon for pupils with Provison for pupils with specia educationa needsisvery good in
gpecia educationd needs | Years 7-9 and good in Years 10 and 11. Support staff in the
Student Support Centre are very effective and provide for awhole
range of needs, ensuring that pupils are very wdl cared for and
included in al aspects of schoal life.

Provison for pupilswith | The few pupils requiring help are well supported and make good
English as an additiond progress.
language
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Aspect (contd)

Comment

Provison for pupils
persond,, including
Spiritud, mord, socid and
culturd development

There is an effective persona and socid education programme.
Opportunities for socid and mora development are good and for
culturd development they are satisfactory. Although there are clear
plansto improve pupils spiritua development these have not yet
been implemented.

How well the school cares
for its pupils

The school has a very good pastora system and Student Support
Centre. The pupils are very wdll looked after. Ther progressis
monitored closely and appropriate intervention occursif problems
aise.

The school offersarich and interesting curriculum that has & its centre the learning needs of the
pupils. Asaresult, dongsde the more traditiond curriculum, pupilsin Years 10 and 11 can sudy
vocational and work related courses. In order to study the new courses some pupils choose not to
study a modern foreign language or a design and technology subject during these years. All pupils
study information and communication technology throughout Years 7 to 11. Thereis an effective
personad and socid education programme in place but the schodl is less effective in developing
pupils spiritua awareness. The curriculum contributes pogtively to the qudity of education dl

pupils receive.

HOW WELL THE SCHOOL ISLED AND MANAGED

Aspect Comment

Leadership and Excdlent leadership and management. The management team hasa
management by the very strong vison for the school and they have the support of the
headteacher and other key | whole school community. There is a shared commitment to

gaff improvement.

How wdll the governors
fulfil their respongbilities

The governors share the school’ svison and ams. They know the
school wel and take an active part in the management of the schoal.
They have avery effective committee syssem. Arrangements for
monitoring the school’ swork are thorough. However, they need to
ensure that al statutory requirements are met.

The school’ s evauation of

Very good. The work of each subject arealis reviewed thoroughly

its performance and systematicaly. The school’ s sandards and results are eva uated
effectively. Findings are well used in planning further developments.

The drategic use of Effective and well documented use of resources. The school’s

resources improvement plan is very good and funding iswell used to enable the

targets to be met. Good use is made of arange of funding.

Thelevd of gtaffing in the school is good and it enables an gppropriate curriculum to be taught.
Accommodation and the provison of learning resources are a'so good.
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The leadership and the management of the school are both excdlent. The gppointment of the
headteacher two years ago has been the key factor in the improvement that has taken place in the
school. He hastaken astrong lead in cregting a culture where work and people arevaued in a
caring environment. The headteacher, his management team and the governors have a shared
commitment to succeed and have the skills and experience to ensure that this happens.

PARENTS AND CARERS VIEWSOF THE SCHOOL

What pleases parents most What parentswould like to see improved
Standards have improved. - Diguptive pupilsin Year 9.
The anti-bullying policy — bullying is dedt - Incongstent setting of homework.
with quickly. - Thelong timeto wait for reportsin - Year
The school has improved since the new 7.
headteacher arrived — the school is now - Information about progress.

welcoming and thereisa‘can do’ culture.
The teaching is good.

The school expects their children to work
hard.

The school iswdl led and managed.

The schoal is heping their children to
become mature and responsible.

A small number of parents attended the pre-ingpection meeting but 46% of questionnaires were
returned. Inspectors support the positive views expressed by the parents. However, the ingpection
team did not find information about pupils progressto be poor. Annud reports to parents are of a
good standard. Although there are some inconsistencies in the setting of homework the ingpection
judgement is that, overal, the provison of homework is satisfactory and supportive of pupils
learning. Although reportsin Year 7 are produced towards the end of the academic year, parents
do have the opportunity to attend an end of first term meeting for Year 7. Ingpectors recognise that
there are a minority of pupils who do sometimes disrupt the learning of others. However, the school
has clear procedures for deding with them.
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PART B: COMMENTARY

HOW HIGH ARE STANDARDS?

The school’ sresultsand pupils achievements

1

Overdl the achievement of pupils throughout the schoal is satisfactory. The sandards
attained by pupils a the age of 14 areimproving. English is above the average for dl
schoolsin England. Standards in mathematics and science are below the nationd average
for dl schools but high in comparison to smilar schools. The overdl standard attained by
pupils at the age of 16 iswell below the average for al schoolsin England but it isaveragein
comparison to schools smilar to Bramcote Park. One out of three pupils enter Year 7 with
gandards of atainment in literacy significantly below average. They make very good
progress from thislow leve as they move through the schoal.

A third of pupils enter Year 7 with levelsin English that are below the nationa expectation of
Levd 4. In mathematics a quarter of these pupils enter the school below Level 4 and in
science afifth of pupilsfal below thisleve. All pupils are assessed during therr first termin
Year 7 usng commercia tests. The results of these tests show that athird of al Year 7
pupils have low literacy skillsthat make it difficult for them to read and write effectively in dl
the subjects taught in school.

In 2001 the proportion of pupils who had reached the expected standard of Level 5in
English by the age of 14 (end of Year 9) was wdll above the nationd average for the first
time. Nearly haf the pupils dso achieved the higher Level 6 that is above the nationa
expectation. This demonsgtrates very good progress snce the last inspection when English
results were well below the nationa average. Pupils are making very good progressin
English from Years 7-9. Support for pupils with specia educational needs and for pupils
with English as an additiona language makes a good contribution to improved standards.
Also an increasing number of subjects are being effective in developing literacy skills. These
include information and communication technology, art and design, design and technology,
geography, history and modern foreign languages. Overdl pupils are making good progress
in literacy and the standard is now satisfactory.

In 2001 the proportion of pupils reaching Level 5 at the age of 14 in nationd mathematics
tests was below the nationd average but above the average for smilar schools. This reflects
steady improvement since the last ingpection and standards seen in lessons dso confirms
this. The standards in numeracy within mathematics are a the nationd average athough the
work on developing numeracy skills across the curriculum has only just sarted in the schoal.
However, the number of pupils achieving Leve 6 iswdl below the nationd average and
below the average for smilar schools.

The proportion of pupilsreaching Leve 5 at the age of 14 in the 2001 national science tests
shows consderable improvement in comparison to the results at the time of the last
ingpection. The results are improving a the same rate as the nationa test results but they are
gill below the nationa average and at Level 6 they are well below the nationa average. In
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both science and mathematics the average point scores in the subjects are low asthe
proportions of pupils reaching Level 6 are below the national average and below those for
amilar schools. However, pupils were seen to make satisfactory progressin science
lessons.

The standards of attainment recorded by the school for pupils aged 14 in the foundation
subjects are varied. These standards achieved are based on teachers assessments. In
modern foreign languages pupils are assessed to be achieving 13% above the nationa
average but 15% below in design and technology and 14% below in geography. History
matches the nationa average while the other subjects are below the nationa average by a
few percentage points. In some lessons these standards do not equate with the standards
seeninlessons. Inspectors judged that the proportion of pupils reaching Leve 5 by the end
of Year 9iscloseto the nationd average in most subjects. An exception ismusic where
standards are below averagein Year 9, but near averagein Years 7 and 8. The department
had been experiencing some gaffing difficulties until recently and the new subject leader is
now working hard to improve sandards. Standards in boys physica education are also
low. There are dso considerable strengths in information and communication technology.

The overdl progress that pupils makein Years 7-9 is & least satisfactory in most subjects
given the number of pupils who enter Year 7 with low levels of atainment. Pupilswith
specia educationa needs make very good progress. In 2000 boys' results were better than
those of the girlsin the three core subjects but in 2001 girls outperformed boys and the
difference was largest in English. Thereis currently insufficient deta to indicate the Sandards
achieved by pupils of different ethnic origins and there are insufficient pupils in each ethnic
group to provide atrend thet is statistically sgnificant. However, the school analysesthe
specific learning needs of pupils on an individua basis regardless of gender or ethnicity.

In 2001 the proportion of pupils who gained five or more grades A*-C in GCSE
examinations was 28% which iswell below the nationd average. However, thiswas
average in comparison to schools where 14 year old pupils had achieved smilar resultsto
Bramcote Park. Thisresult is 9% below the figure achieved in 1997 when the last
inspection took place. However, the report acknowledges that this was a very able group
of pupils and that their performance did not reflect the trend before 1997. After that date
the results returned to the previous pattern. The school did not meet its targets in 2001 and
the results do not reflect the progress currently being madein Years 7-9. Poor attendance
has had a sgnificant impact on some pupils GCSE performance, and so on the school’s
average results. Indeed the failure to attend school of four Year 11 girls, excluded from
other schools and put onto the roll at Bramcote Park, had a Significant negative impact on
the school’ sresultsin 2001, Although the school hasimplemented very good strategiesto
improve attendance it is too early for this to have an impact on these results. The 89% of
pupils gaining five or more grades A* to G in 2001 was very good compared to the nationa
average and excellent in comparison to Smilar schools. However, 92% achieved one A* to
G grade which iswdl below the nationd average and the average for smilar schools. 8% of
pupils therefore left the school with no qudifications. This reflects the impact that poor
attendance is continuing to have on standards. The average tota point score in 2001 for
GCSE examinations of 30.7 indicates a steady upward trend over time. Thisis below the
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11

national average of 38.1 but average in comparison to Smilar schools.

Overdl the standards seen by inspectorsin lessonsin Year 10 and 11 are better than these
figuresindicate. The satisfactory sandard of work seen indicates that currently the schoal is
well placed to meet the governors' target of 36% A*-C grades in 2002 and 40% in 2003.
There were strengths seen in English language, science, history and physical education with
weeknesses in mathematics, music, English literature and art and design. The standard of
literacy seen across the curriculum is good and thisis having an impact on standardsin
history, geography, science, physica education Spanish and information and communication
technology. The examination results are not yet indicating the impact that better teaching,
high expectations, strategies to improve atendance and a more gppropriate curriculum are
having on learning. Improved support for study skills and the wider use of new technology
to support and monitor learning dso need time to make an impact on results.

Most pupils now make satisfactory progress. Those pupils with pecia educational needs
make good progressin Years 10 and 11. Thereis, however, someindication of boys and
girls performing differently in different subjects. In 2000 and 2001 girls have appeared to
perform less well than boys overdl. Thisis, in part, accounted for by the non-attendance of
some girlsbut girls overal results in mathematics in 2001 were very poor. Girlsdid not
achieve the higher grades and their performance in mathematics was adso very poor in
comparison to other subjects. Thereisasmilar picture emerging in design and technology
and in higtory. In English literature no girls achieved the highest grades. Overdl few pupils
are achieving the highest gradesin GCSE. The schoal is aware of this and has started to
work on improving its provison for more able pupils. Improved provision for these pupils
would raise standards. Currently the standards achieved by more able pupils are
unsatisfactory.

Standards arerising in Years 7, 8 and 9 with English attaining standards above the nationa
average and good progress being made in mathematics and science. Pupils aged 14
perform better than pupilsin smilar schools. Pupils with specid educationa needs also
make good progress. Standards are dso rising in Years 10 and 11. Although the school’ s
results are below the nationa average the results are average in comparison to smilar
schools. The school has implemented a good range of strategies to improve standards.
These will take some time to impact on results but there is now sound evidence to indicate
that these Strategies have started to have an impact in the lower school. Parents recognise
that the standards are improving in the schoal.

Pupils attitudes, values and per sonal development

12

13

The mgority of pupils have good atitudes to the school. They behave wel inlessonsand in
and around the school and relationships are good. All these aspects have improved since
the previous inspection. Persona development is satisfactory. Attendance hasimproved
congderably but is still below the nationd average.

The pupils enjoy coming to school and take part in the wide range of activities available.
The Harry Potter Club run by the librarian is particularly successful and badminton at
lunchtimesiswell supported. Over the last two years Saff have worked hard to develop in
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14

15

16

their pupils adesire to succeed. The pupils response has been good. Thereisapostive
sense of purpose and determination in the schoal. It is evident that the pupils are happy to
be in schoal.

Behaviour in and around the school isgood. At lunchtimes, there is consderable pressure
on the dining hal, partly because of the short lunchtime (to alow pupilsto go homein the
daylight) and partly because of the Sze of the accommodation. The school sensibly has
arranged two shifts. This meansthat pupils have to wait outsde the dining hal until their
gttings. During the ingpection, the older pupils waited very patiently in quite along queue
and it isacredit to the school that they just talked to each other and behaved well with little
supervison. At other times during lunchtimes and bresk times, the pupils are given the
freedom to use which parts of the school they like but are not alowed to go into the park.
They regpect this freedom and have taken responsibility for their own behaviour in amature
way. Thisis particularly evident in the three year groups who have their own socid bases
(Years 7,10 and 11). The pupilsenjoy having their own bases, make good use of them,
look after them and respond well to this additiond freedom and respongbility. The schoal is
looking into the posshility of extending this to the other year groups. The wide corridors are
well used and at times become very busy, particularly between lessons. Thereis limited
supervison at the main junctionsin the corridors but the pupils move between lessonsin a
purposeful and mature manner.

In lessons, attitudes to learning are good. The pupils gpply themsdves diligently and
maintain their concentration for long periods of time. They participate in lessons well, are
motivated and committed to learning. This enables them to make good and sometimes very
good progress. In the few lessons where attitudes and behaviour were unsatisfactory, the
pupils were often insufficiently challenged. A smdl minority of pupils misbehaved in lessons
during the ingpection but incidents, for the most part, were dedt with effectively. During the
ingpection the pupils were respectful and courteousto adults. The parents fed thet the
school promotes good vaues and teaches their children respect, helping them to become
mature and responsible. They fed that behaviour overdl is good but that there are ill some
examples of poor behaviour and occasonaly bullying but that these are dedlt with quickly
by the school. The inspectors endorse thisview. Permanent exclusions, eg., for extreme
misbehaviour and theft, have reduced in the last two years and there have been none so far
thisyear. Temporary exclusions for aggressive and ingppropriate behaviour have reduced
condderably.

There are some good examples of pupils being given the opportunity to show initiative and
take respongibility. For example, the Y ear Council and School Council contribute to the
loca Broxtowe Council meetings. Reception duties and assistance at parents meetings
demondtrate responsibility and the pupils respond very well to being given the chance to
participate. The year group socid basesillugtrate thiswell. However, gpart from these
examples and hel ping teachers get ready for assemblies (Year 8), there was little opportunity
given during the week of the ingpection for pupils to show how well they can respond, in the
daly life of the school. Similarly, in lessons seen, very few activities dlowed the pupils the
freedom to take responghbility for their own learning and teachers are sometimes over-
supportive. There are indications, however, that some of the newer teachers to the school
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are garting to develop this aspect. Rdationships within the school are harmonious and the
gaff provide good role modd s for the pupils. These relaionships are reflected in the
common purpose to succeed and commitment to hard work that pervades the school. This
Spirit contributes to the good levels of mativation evident in lessons and planned activities.
The pupils are developing a good awareness of how their actions may affect other people
and how to respect their vaues and bdliefs. Thisis done through assemblies, tutor times,
persona and socid education and religious education. No oppressive behaviour was seen
during the week of the ingpection and the atmosphere was positive and purposeful. This
resultsin a good learning environment, which contributes consderably to the progress and
achievement of the pupils.

At the time of the previous ingpection, attendance was poor. Thisimpacted severdly on
pupils atainment. However, attendance has improved considerably since then asthe
school has successfully used arange of Strategies that encourage pupils to come to schoal.
Poor attendance of some pupils, particularly in Years 10 and 11, has continued to hinder
their learning and to affect the school’ s average examination performance. So far thisyear,
attendance is a ahigher level than it has ever been and has made alarge contribution to the
improvement in sandards. It is till, however, below the nationa average and the school’s
am isto achieve thisin the next two years.

HOW WELL ARE PUPILSOR STUDENTSTAUGHT?

18

19

20

The qudity of teaching and learning is good overdl and a strength of the schoal. Of the
lessons seen during the ingpection 97% were satisfactory or better, 62% were good or
better and 23% very good or excdlent. These figures represent an improvement since the
previous ingpection when teaching was judged to be satisfactory. The considerable amount
of monitoring of teaching that has taken place, and the subsequent actions to spread good
practice and reduce weaker teaching, have contributed significantly to thisimprovement.

Very good teaching was seen in art and designin Y ears 7-9 and information and
communication technology in Years 10 and 11. The overal quality of teaching across all
yearsis good in design and technology and history. It isgood in Years 7-9 in geography,
information and communication technology, mathematics, music and rdigious education
whilst good teaching was seenin Years 10 and 11 in art and design. In dl other year groups
and subjectsit was at least satisfactory. These successes are atribute to the hard work of
the gaff. Teachers have agood knowledge of their pupils needsincluding those with
individua education plans, which are wdll used. Most importantly teachers were seen to
have a drong belief in their pupils ability to succeed. The qudlity of teaching of physica
education, which was unsatisfactory at the time of the previous ingpection is much improved.
It was good in the mgority of lessons seen.

Teachers demongtrate a consistent approach to planning. 1n many lessons good resources
have been produced to support the teaching. For example in information and
communiceation technology, there were good examples of worksheets, guides and
asessment schedules. When teaching assigtants are availaole, they share the planning with
the class teacher or are thoroughly briefed. This collaboration makes a positive impact on

Bramcote Park School - 19



21

22

23

24

25

access and learning for pupils with specid educationd needs. Teachers present clear
learning objectives to pupils giving them a sense of purpose to lessons and in many lessons
teachers revigt these objectives during the plenary. This occurs regularly in mathematics and
has a pogitive effect on pupils understanding. In many lessons teachers make good use of
time and pupils generdly respond with enthusasm and commitment. All teachers have high
expectations of behaviour coupled in the mgority of lessons with effective behaviour
management strategies, in line with the school code. InaYear 10 lesson, where asmall
number of pupils were disengaged, good classroom management techniques ensured they
did not hinder the progress of other pupils.

A good variety of teaching strategies are used to motivate pupils and ad their understanding.
For examplein aYear 10 information and communication technology lesson on the use of
logos, pupils engaged in a good whole class discusson which was made essier by the
teacher’s use of the interactive whiteboard enabling al pupils to see the presentation and
participate. InaYear 7 higtory lesson focusing on the collapse of the Roman Empire the
teacher used a strategy that required pupilsto work in groups to deepen their understanding
of the decisions made by the Emperor. The pupils entered into a hested debate and were
confident to give reasons for their decisions aswell developing their independence as
learners.

In anumber of subjects, however, pupils are not given the opportunity to investigate, engage
in independent research or qualify their alguments. More able pupils are often congtrained
and prevented from developing their own idess through |lessons that are too highly structured
and worksheets that are too prescriptive. Good progress has been made to improve pupils
investigative skillsin geography, which were criticised a the time of the previous inspection.

Theteaching of literacy overdl is good and as a result this promotion of literacy skills, both
in English lessons and sawhere, is beginning to have a good effect on standards and
progressin other subjects. Thereis evidence that a number of subjects now focus on words
pertinent to the subject and use writing frames to support learning. Speaking and listening
skills are promoted widdy and enable pupils to explain their thinking and incresse their
confidence.

Basic numeracy skills are improving as aresult of good teeching Strategiesin the
mathematics department building on pupils experiencesin primary school. Numeracy skills
in other subjects are developing but in many subjects tasks are low level and make
insufficient demands on pupils.

Pupils with specid educationd needs learn very well throughout the school. The specidist
team has a high leve of expertise and provides very good support. Support staff intervene
appropriately and enable pupils to concentrate and learn effectively. The targeted teaching
of literacy skillsfor those pupils who have low levels of literacy at the beginning of Yeer 7 is
effective asis the teaching of dl the key skillsincluding information and communication
technology, thinking and the evauation of their own learning. The highly effective provison
for pupilsin the Student Support Centre includes the management of behaviour based on the
encouragement of reflection and the re-building of self-esteem. The teaching of pupils with
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gpecid educationd needsis particularly good in art and design, design and technol ogy,
history, information and communication technology and mathemétics.

Basic information and communication technology skills are taught effectively through well-
planned activities with a strong emphasis on encouraging pupils to become largely
independent in their use of information and communication technology. Apart fromin
GNVQ and higtory, the opportunities seen for pupils to use and reinforce their information
and communication technology skillsin other subjects were very limited. In these areas
progress was reduced and as a consequence, standards of attainment.

Rdationshipsin lessons are good and teachers manage the learning of their pupils well,
generating high levels of motivation and good behaviour in the mgority of lessons. Pupils
generdly work at a productive pace improving their skills and underganding. Thisis
particularly true in mathematics where teachers settle pupils quickly with the Sarter activity
and move on swiftly to the main activity, encouraging pupils to work hard. Inascience
lesson on the interaction of two variables, pupils were guided to think about variablesin
rusting whilst completing the experiment. As aresult pupils were challenged and engaged.

HOW GOOD ARE THE CURRICULAR AND OTHER OPPORTUNITIES OFFERED
TO PUPILSOR STUDENTS?

28

29

30

The curriculum provison is good and includes a suitable range of activities and experiences
designed to meet the needs, interests and aspirations of the pupils at the school. The
curriculumin Years 7, 8 and 9 covers dl Nationa Curriculum subjects and drama. The
curriculum for Years 10 and 11 is designed to meet the specific learning needs of the pupils
of Bramcote Park School but fails to meet the statutory requirements with regard to the
provison of religious education. In addition a Sgnificant number of pupils do not sudy a
modern foreign language or design and technology so the schoal is not fully complying with
the requirements of the 1996 Education Act.

There have been improvements in planning the content of the curriculum since the previous
ingpection, particularly in geography and English. The provison for information and
communication technology is now much improved. The curriculum meets the needs of the
magority of pupils, enabling them to achieve a levels gppropriate to their abilities and
alowing lower ability pupils to achieve higher than expected levels. However, in terms of
planning schemes of work and lessons, it currently does not challenge the most able.
Although thereis good practice in some subjects, for examplein science, the overal
provison is unsatisfactory. The school recognises thisissue and has aready appointed a co-
ordinator to look at the provision for these pupils Although pupils now receive well-
organised teaching of information and communication technology in timetabled lessons each
year there remain weaknesses with regard to the use and further development of pupils
information and communication technology skillsin other areas of the curriculum.

The curriculum provisonin Years 10 and 11 isgood. It isreviewed annualy to ensure that

itisappropriate. The decisgon to devise a curriculum that meets pupils interests and
therefore supports the school’ s drive to improve, what was previoudy, poor motivation and
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attendance is a strength. Pupils are guided to make appropriate choices of subjects through
the programme of persond and socid education and through individua discussions that
include parents. Optiond courses now include some with alarge element of practica work,
including agood GNVQ course on Leisure and Tourism and a good range of work-related
activities. The introduction of these courses has resulted in reduced time for modern foreign
languages and design and technology. However, these curriculum decisions have reduced
the numbers of disaffected pupils over the last two years.

The overdl provison for pupils with specid educationd needs has improved considerably
since the previous ingpection. It is now very good in Years 7-9 and good in Years 10 and
11.

InYears 10 and 11 some successful curriculum aternatives within the work-related
curriculum, have enabled the schoal to provide an gppropriate programme for pupils with
behavioura problems as well as those with learning difficulties. The Student Support Centre
makes avery positive contribution and is a strength of the schoal. It provides effective help
and support to pupils with arange of learning and behavioura difficulties.

Pupils of dl ahilities and backgrounds are welcomed into the school and where pupils have
experienced difficultiesin adjusting, the staff have worked hard to gradualy integrate them
into the school. The schooal is good at making sure that pupils with specid educationa
needs, and those pupils whose home language is not English, can benefit from al the
opportunities avallable.

The provison for the few pupils with English as an additiond languageisgood. They are
well supported by the school and make good progress.

InYears 7-9, the National Literacy and Numeracy Strategies have been implemented in
English and mathematics lessons. In English lessons, the provison is good as are the catch-
up programmes for pupils who have low levels of literacy in Year 7. Many subjects
contribute to the good development of literacy skills. For example, inaYear 11 geography
lesson a practicd task was successfully used to develop extended writing skills aswell asto
explain locationd factors. In mathematics lessons the provison for numeracy is good,
athough, asyet, numeracy skills are lesswell developed in other subject areas and the
magority of examples seen required generaly low levd kills.

The arrangements for persona, socia and health education are good. Thisis organised
through a new course, taught by a specidist team, which includes the statutory elements of
sex education and the consequences of drug misuse as well as careers education. Form
time iswell used to improve study skills and to review persond targets. The school has
plansto introduce teaching about citizenship but as yet, these have not been implemented,
athough the school has a good school council that develops an understanding of democracy
and shared responsibility. Careers education is planned into the programme from Year 7.
Every year pupilstake part in a‘World of Work’ Day. The provison isgood, asit was at
the time of the previous ingpection.
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The school works closdly with its family of schools to ensure that the transfer of pupils from
Year 6to 7 issuccessful. Links between the schools are very good. They beginin Year 5
and continue through Y ear 6 and include taster lessons.

Post-16 links are also very good. Pupils are given awide range of information to aid their
decison-making. Good links are being made with local Colleges of Further Education in
order that the provision for Years 10 and 11 are extended, for example, vocationa GCSE
subjects. Thework related curriculum is developing quickly. Thereisavariety of provison
which includes programmes of work related and key skillsteaching for Year 10. All pupils
are given the opportunity to take part in work experiencein Year 10. Overal thisprovision
is good.

Thereisasatisfactory range of extra-curricular activities which include sporting, musical and
information and communication technology activities. Pupils aso have the opportunity to
take part in dramatic and musical productions. Vists outside school include geography and
history field trips, outward-bound activities and visits to the pantomime. Out of school hours
activities (OOSH) are provided and include a variety of clubsincluding homework, help
with coursawork aswell as amore recent club for the more able.

The equdity of access and opportunity to the curriculum is satisfactory. In persond and
socia education, pupils learn about equa opportunities and discrimination of al types. The
Student Support Centre does pioneering work to enable al pupils access to the curriculum.
This centre is a gpecidly devel oped area where pupils can be sent by teachers, or alowed
to go themsalves when gppropriate. Here they receive additiona support and guidance for
arange of learning and behaviourd difficulties. The organisation of the curriculumin Years
10 and 11 is designed to meet the needs of the pupils, asthefirgt priority. Despite these,
there are some areas where the needs of dl pupils are not met. Higher ability pupils are
often given insufficient opportunities to undertake individua investigative work and
demondtrate higher levels of achievement. The withdrawa of some pupils from lessons at
the start of their secondary education il causes some disruption to curriculum access but
there are, on baance, very podtive outcomes in terms of the effects on pupils' literacy and
socid skills. These outcomes are designed to improve access and equdlity in the longer
term. The ingpection team agreed that overdl thisis gppropriate as it benefits both the
individuals and the class who are able to move forward. Thisis a school that seeksto
include dl pupilsin the life of the schoal, regardiess of ther ability, gender or ethnicity.

The school’s provison for pupils spiritud, mora, socid and cultural development is
satisfactory with severa strengths but some weaknesses. An audit of how each subject can
contribute to this area of pupils development has taken place recently but most departments
have not included these aspectsin their planning of the work that pupils do. The provison
for pupils spiritud development is unsatisfactory in the mgority of subjects. In the library,
the use of music creates a haven of tranquillity for pupils and gaff - providing the
opportunity for thought and reflection as well as enhancing the learning environment.
However in assemblies and in lessons seen there were few instances when pupils were given
the opportunity to reflect on religious issues or to congder the persond implications of the
topic they were studying. The school provision for collective worship does not comply with
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dtatutory requirements.

The provison for pupils mord development is good, particularly in persona and socid
educetion when they do have the opportunity to discuss mora issues. The whole school
community effectively promotes the principles that distinguish right from wrong and provide
amora code asabadsfor behaviour. All pupils, but particularly those with educationa
behaviour disorders, are encouraged to reflect on the effect of their own actions. In history
lessons pupils regularly consider and explore ‘persecution’ both in ancient and modern
times. Ininformation and communication technology pupils discuss the issues of computer
viruses and hackers. In ascience class pupils took part in agood discussion on selective
breeding and cloning.

The provison for pupils sociad development isaso good. Although the opportunities for
initiative and persond responghility are limited in the work they are usudly givenin class,
they do show positive attitudes to learning and have opportunities to explore socid issues
and express their own views clearly and confidently. Pupils have opportunitiesto work in
small groups, for example, in music and Spanish. When given these opportunities they work
enthusagticaly, listening to, and respecting, the contribution of others.

The provison for pupils to gppreciate their culturd traditionsis satisfactory. In art and
design they have the opportunity to look at the work of artists from different cultures. In
severa subjects pupils are able to consider other cultures, for example they are able to meet
anaive Spanish speakersin Spanish lessons and in history pupils have the opportunity to
study other cultures from near and far, old and new.

Mora and socid development has improved since the previous ingpection when it was
described as satisfactory but shortcomings in the provision of spiritual development and to a
lesser extent culturd development remain agap in pupils persond development.

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL CARE FOR ITSPUPILS?

46
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The school has very good procedures for child protection, health and safety and the welfare
of the pupils. Parents are pleased with the way the schoaol cares for their children and
athough this aspect was well regarded at the time of the previous inspection, it appearsto
have improved even further. Indeed, the pastord arrangements are very good with a
pastora manager, heads of year and form tutors adl well involved in the process. The
Student Support Centreis an excellent facility and provides centrd support for dl pupilsin
the school.

The procedures for hedlth and safety are very good. Governors, the premises manager and
outsde agencies are involved in the regular and rigorous ingpections of the buildings and
grounds. All statutory requirements are met, and the care and attention in this area ensures
that the pupils have a safe and secure environment. Child Protection procedures are fully
complied with and are addressed with much sengitivity and care by the school. The pastora
manager isthe designated person. She has had very recent training and ensures that al staff
have ahigh leve of awareness of thisissue. Thereisvery good liaison with outside agencies
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and ample specidist support for the school. First aid procedures are very good with a
number of qudified first aiders in addition to the nominated people. Incidents seen during
the ingpection were dedlt with efficiently and with ahigh level of care and consderation.

The staff know the pupils very well and the pastord careis of ahigh standard. All adultsin
the school contribute to the care of the pupilsincluding the lunchtime supervisors. Thereisa
good persond and socid education programme which is ddivered by a carefully selected
team of very competent and caring taff. Thisworkswell. The procedures for introducing
new pupils to the school ensure a smooth start to their education. Pupils records are kept
centraly in the Student Support Centre. The records are of agood qudity and provide a
centrally located and easily accessible system for use by dl staff in the school, but
particularly the pastoral team.

The school has very good procedures for monitoring and improving attendance. First day
monitoring is undertaken by the office saff and one of them is part of the pastord team. She
provides the pastoral manager, heads of year and form tutors with excellent and frequent
information on attendance, which is used for monitoring and reward purposes. The close
monitoring and effective rewards system are making a cond derable contribution towards
improving attendance and, consequently, standards in the school. Very good use is made of
the computerised system for this purpose. Thereis close liaison with the educetiond welfare
officer who has praised the efforts of the school and feds that the attendance will improve
once again thisyear. The offering of more attractive option choices for older pupilsisaso
contributing to the improvement.

There are well-established procedures in place for monitoring and promoting good
behaviour. These have been very successful in the last two years and have brought the
behaviour to the leve that now exigtsin the school. There is agood baance of rewards and
sanctions and the pupils are very proud to receive their awards at specia assemblies. They
respond positively to the rewards and encouragement and this contributes to the good
learning atmosphere in the school. Similarly, the procedures for diminating oppressive
behaviour and bullying are equally successful and the good behaviour observed in the school
during the ingpection confirms the success of the procedure. Governors are fully involved in
the very good procedures for dedling with exclusons.

The school’ s arrangements for the assessment of pupils' attainments and progress are good.
Upon entry, pupils skills and needs are assessed carefully and suitable use is made of
information from their previous schools. All statutory requirements are met in relaion to
assessment at the end of Key Stage 3 and 4 and specific targets are set for each pupil,
which seek to challenge pupilsto do their best. The support needs of pupils for whom
English isan additiond language are identified and met, enabling the smal number of such
pupils to make very good progress. Monitoring of pupils performancein relation to their
ethnic background has just started and is being used appropriately to identify pupils skills
and needs. The needs of pupilswith specid educationd needs are identified very effectively
and information is used wdll, in line with guidance in the national Code of Practice and the
school’s and local education authority policies. Overdl the co-ordination of assessment is
effective and progress towards the targets identified in the school improvement planis
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monitored regularly.

The school has a very good database relating to the attainment of al pupils and it makes
good use of this assessment information. During Year 7, every subject teacher setstargets
for each pupil’s likely performance by the end of Key Stage 3, using thisdata. The school
has andysed pupils strengths and wesknesses and has provided training for saff on
teaching approaches to improve learning based on this. These procedures are relatively new
and are not yet in place securdly in dl subjects, dthough they are sarting to have positive
effects, particularly in English, mathemeatics, science, information and communication
technology and the humanities. The school’ s procedures for monitoring and support of
pupils progress are good. The progress of dl pupils againg their targets is monitored
regularly by subject teachers and tutors and individua feedback and intervention take place
appropriately. Thisinformation is used to raise pupils expectations of what they can
achieve. Pupils receive effective advice and support and understand the targets set for them.
Marking is clear and congtructive and rewards effort. Annua reportsto parents are
informative and advise parents as to how their child’ s work in each subject can be
improved.

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL WORK IN PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS?

53

The school has good links with parents who are pleased with the work of the school. They
are provided with good information, which keeps them informed about events in the school
and their children's progress. Many are involved in the work of the school and make a good
contribution to their children's education.

The parents who responded to inspectors enquiries are supportive of the school and fedl
that tandards, particularly in the last two years, have improved. They used to have
concerns about bullying but are now happy that incidents are dedlt with quickly and
effectively. Since the new headteacher arrived, the school has developed a more postive
gpproach and thereisa‘can do’ culture in the school. They told us that the teaching is good
and that the school expects their children to work hard. They fed that the school iswell led
and managed and is helping their children to become mature and responsible adults.
Inspectors agree with al of the comments above but they believe the leadership and
management of the headteacher and key staff to be excellent. There are afew areas where
parents indicated some concerns. They felt that there were some disruptive pupils in one of
the year groups. This was consdered very carefully during the ingpection and dthough there
was some evidence of this, ingpectors found that it was dedlt with effectively. Parents dso
expressed concern about homework. Although some inconsistencies were identified it was
found to be satisfactory overal. However, it was noticed that some pupils do not return
homework and the use of planners as amethod of communication between parents and the
school does not work aswell asit should. Parentstold us that dthough the pupils' reports
were good, in Year 7, there was along wait to find out how their children were progressing.
However, the school does hold an end of first term meeting for the parents of Year 7
children to inform them about how their children have settled in school and how well they
aredoing. Theinformation about progressin annua pupil reportsis good.
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Since the previous inspection, a Parents and Friends Association has been formed. They
help with a number of the school’ s events and organise fund-raising events themsalves.
They have painted the main corridor and organised the new parents information evening.
The school hasregular parents' evenings and open days and keeps parents well informed
through weekly and termly newdetters. The school progpectusis a comprehensive
document and is supplemented by the governors annua report to parents.

The induction arrangements for new pupils are very good and the Parents and Friends
Asocigtion are fully involved in this process. They arrange a softball match for Year 6
pupils and parents and have a barbecue at the same event. They attend parents induction
mesetings, talk to new parents and provide refreshments a many school events. Thereis
regular contact between parents and form tutors, year managers, staff of the Student
Support Centre and office staff in relation to pupils progress and problems. The school
welcomes visitors and parents in particular.

HOW WELL ISTHE SCHOOL LED AND MANAGED?

57
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The leadership and management of the school are excellent. Thisisakey factor in the
improvement of the school since the previous ingpection. Weaknesses in this aspect of the
school were akey issue for action in 1997. Much of the progressin this area has taken
place inthe last two years.

Excdllent leadership from the headteacher provides very clear educationa direction for the
school. Thereisashared bdief by dl members of the school community thet * everyone
involved in the school will fulfil their potentid’. This mission statement is known to everyone,
including pupils, and is part of the shared vison. Thisis strengthened by a shared
commitment amongst saff to making learning rdevant and enjoyable, and to involving adults
aswdl as pupilsin the learning process. Thereisaso avery strong commitment to high
standards of behaviour, good interpersond relationships and the care of pupils. The
grounds and the school building are maintained to a high standard and help to creste a good
learning environment of which pupils are proud. The pupils, with the support of an artig,
painted the attractive murasin the school. Musicisaso used very effectively to creste
amosphere. Inthelibrary quiet classca music is played, which has a caming effect on
pupils, while in the canteen popular music creates an atmosphere that appedls to the pupils.
The ams and vaues of the school are fully reflected in its work.

The headteacher provides exceptionally strong leadership. Many representetives of the
school community have praised his contribution to the success of the school. He has been
ingrumenta in the introduction of the ideas and plans that have alowed the school to
respond well to the many chalenges coming from both the needs of the school and nationd
initiatives. Heisa rong presence within the school and he has aregular teaching
commitment. This has earned him the respect of staff and pupils who respond well to his
expectations of high standards, and to the praise and encouragement that he provides.
Despite heavy workloads, staff moraeishigh. The headteacher isvery well supported by
an able and effective management team. They are very strong teachers who are able to lead
the implementation of agreed Strategies. The deputy headteacher effectively leads and
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manages the curriculum team-leaders group. He has been crucid in the development of the
imaginative Year 10 curriculum. The pastoral manager has successfully introduced the
improvementsin the pastoral system and the provision for pupils with specia educationa
needs. Subject leaders and year managers are a o effective leaders. No areawas
identified as having week leadership. The delegation of responghility in the schoal is good.
However, the assistant headteachers have additiona responsbilities that are cregting very
heavy workloads.

At the time of the previous inspection, the ingpection identified a need for governorsto
become more fully involved in many aspects of the work of the school. Over the last two
years, the governors have played an increasingly important part in the school’ s devel opment
and financid planning, the management of the buildings and the evauation of performance
data. The monitoring of the school’ s progress in implementing its improvement plan is
exemplary, and there is agood system to ensure that al governors are informed of the
findings. Governors have an excdlent knowledge of the strengths and weaknesses of the
school and know what needs to be done in order to meet the targets and improvement
priorities that they have set out. They play afull part in the decision-making process of the
school. The governors and staff regularly review pupils progress and results againg the
schoal’ s prior performance and that of Smilar schools. They are dso effectively identifying
the value for money supplied by different contractors. Thisis demongrated by their rolein
relation to reviewing cleaning contracts for the school. They are aware that not al statutory
requirements are met by the school but they are clear why thisis the case, and jugtify some
lack of compliancein the Year 10 and 11 curriculum by the need to have acurriculum
relevant to the needs of their pupils. The governors have a very active role in shaping the
direction of the school, and their work is now a strength of the school.

There is awell-established system for school self-evaluation, which links effectively to the
annud cydle for planning further developments. This system includes thorough reviews of
the work of departments, year teams and of teaching throughout the school. Thisisvery
well documented and demongtrates rigour and high expectation. The school’s current
development plan contains ten priorities for improvement, supported by a detailed action
plan. Thereisdso a‘Raisng Achievement Plan’ that is required from schools that are part
of thelocal education authority’s * Schools in Challenging Circumstances initiative. These
relate directly to the five ams for the school and to the drive to raise sandards in the schoal.
Each subject department has a departmenta improvement plan. These are well linked to the
school improvement plan with priorities mainly focused on raising sandards.

The office manager very efficiently manages the school’s adminidrative sygems. Thelink
between development planning and financia planning isgood. All the additiond grants
received by the school are used very effectively for their specific purpose. Wherethereis
additiond investment in non-teaching saffing, the intention is to relieve the teachers of
workloadsin order for them to be more effective in the classroom. Thisworkswell.
However, the auditors report for January 2002 reports that: *dthough arrangements for
financid management are generdly satisfactory there are some key areas where there is
scope for improvement’. One of these areas for development is the annua submission to
the local education authority’s School Finance Section of a statement of best value. Thisis
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recognised by the school and currently being addressed.

63 The school has agood match of suitably qudified saff to teach the full range of the Nationd
Curriculum. There has been alarge turnover of staff since the previous inspection but
careful selection has served to improve the qudity of staff. Thereisagood cross-section of
age and experience in the school’ s teaching staff. The school is fortunate to have a
chartered librarian who is providing an excellent service to saff and pupils. Support staff
provide good help in anumber of areas but particularly for pupils with specia educationd
needs. The arrangements for professional development are good and are linked to the
priorities of the school’ s school improvement plan and to the needs of the staff identified in
professond development interviews. Arrangements for the performance management of
teachers have been set up correctly and are working well. The rigorous systemetic
monitoring of teaching contributes to this process. This demongirates excellent progress
since the previous ingpection where it was reported that the appraisal system had been
‘discontinued’.

64 The schoal is Stuated on avery dtractive Stein parkland. Thereis plenty of space
generdly with wide corridors and, for the most part, large atractive classsrooms. The
buildings are well maintained and provide agood learning environment. Mogt areas are well
decorated with the exception of those for physica education. Thisareaisin poor condition
internally but there are, some very good outside facilities. Thereis good provison for
performing arts (dramaand music) in a separate building. Information and communication
technology suites have been developed more recently and are very good. Thelibrary isan
excdlent facility. Itislight and airy and is used for lessons including religious education and
persond and socid education. 1t houses the careerslibrary. It also provides a potentialy
very good area for independent learning for the pupils which is not dways used effectivey
by the subject areas. Apart from the subject-related books and a good sdlection of fiction
and reference books, there are a number of computers connected to the Internet for
research purposes and story tapes are available. Accommodation for most subjectsis
good. Although, art and design has one very good room available, the other classsoom is
inadequete. It is some distance away from the other room and is small and with poor
acoudtics. It isunsuitable for the subject. The dining hal istoo small for the number of
pupilsin the school.

65 Overdl, learning resources are good. They are very good for music and in the library. The
resources for mathematics, information and communication technology, modern foreign
languages and specid educationa needs are dl good. In history, the audio-visua resources
are good and the staff make many resources themsdlves. In physica education the GCSE
resources are very good athough overal in the department they are satisfactory. Resources
for dl other subjects are satisfactory with the exception of art and design and design and
technology. Art and design does not have sufficient artefacts or CD-ROMs and there is
insufficient storage space.

WHAT SHOULD THE SCHOOL DO TO IMPROVE FURTHER?

66 Thisisaschool committed to continuous improvement. The school governors, in
conjunction with the headteacher and staff, should take the following actions to raise
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Standards:
1) To raise dandards of attainment of al pupils by:

Ensuring that teaching and learning strategiesin place in Y ears 7-9 are extended
and embedded into pupils experiencesin Years 10 and 11.

(9, 11, 21, 91)

Extending the present strategies to improve levels of attendance by ensuring that
al gaff regularly stress to parents and pupils the rel ationship between successful
learning and good attendance.

(10, 17, 85, 97, 113, 135)

Extending the school’ s monitoring system to evaluete the relative progress of
girlsand boys, and to take action on the findings. (7)

2) Deveoping pupils independent learning skills by:

Ensuring that opportunities for investigation and research activities are built into
each subject’ s schemes of work. (9, 22, 109)

Identifying and sharing with pupils the skills needed for independent study and
research and reviewing pupils developmentsin thisarea. (22)

3) Improving the extent to which the learning needs of al more able pupils are fully met
by:

Building on the current work in school to ensure that tasks set in lessons have
the scope to chdlenge the more able pupils.

(22, 29, 40, 153, 165, 181)
Devising monitoring and evaluation drategies to track the progress of the more
able pupils and ensure that best practice currently in place is disseminated
throughout the schoal. (7)
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4) Using pupils very good skills in information and communication technology to
support their development in al subjectsin the curriculum by:

Ensuring that all subjects identify opportunities for information and
communication technology in their schemes of work. (26, 146, 158, 162)
Identifying best practice in using informetion and communication technology in
the school. (29)

Deveoping drategies to monitor and evaluate the implementation of information
and communication technology in dl subjects and its impact on learning and
pupil motivation.

67 In addition, governors and staff should also:

Extend pupils spiritud development. (41)

Address the lack of rdligious education in Years 10 and 11. (28)

Take gteps to comply with the requirement to provide a daily act of worship for
al pupils. (41)

The numbersin brackets relate to the main paragraphs of this report where these issues are
mentioned.
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PART C: SCHOOL DATA AND INDICATORS

Summary of the sources of evidence for the inspection

Number of lessons observed 143
Number of discussons with staff, governors, other adults and pupils 53

Summary of teaching observed during the inspection

Excellent Very good Good Satisfactory | Unsatisfactory Poor Very Poor
Number 2 A 57 46 3 1 0
Percentage 1 24 40 32 2 1 0

The table gives the number and percentage of lessons observed in each of the seven categories used to make judgements about
teaching.

I nformation about the school’ s pupils

Pupils on the school’sroll Y7-Y11
Number of pupils on the school’sroll 609
Number of full-time pupils known to be eigible for free school medls 101
Special educational needs Y7-Y11
Number of pupilswith statements of special educational needs 3
Number of pupils on the school’ s special educational needs register 173
English asan additional language No of
pupils
Number of pupils with English as an additional language 37
Pupil mobility in the last school year No of
pupils
Pupils who joined the school other than at the usual time of first admission 37
Pupils who left the school other than at the usua time of leaving 35
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Attendance

Authorised absence

%

Unauthorised absence

%

School data 9.9 School data 14
Nationa comparative data 1.7 Nationa comparative data 11
Both tables give the percentage of half days (sessions) missed through absence for the latest complete reporting year.
Attainment at the end of Key Stage 3 (Year 9)
Year | Boys | Girls | Totd
Number of registered pupilsin find year of Key Stage 3 for the 2001 59 50 109
latest reporting year
National Curriculum Test/Task Results English Mathematics Science
Boys 35 32 30
Numbers of pupilsat NC Girls 43 35 34
level 5 and above
Tota 78 67 64
Percentage of pupils School 72 (61) 61 (59) 59 (43)
a NClevel 5 or above National 63 (63) 65 (62) 59 (55)
Percentage of pupils School 45 (23) 24 (28) 16 (12)
a NC level 6 or above National 28 (28) 42 (38) 30 (23)
Teachers Assessments English Mathematics Science
Boys 16 37 31
Numbers of pupilsa NC Girls 43 37 31
level 5 and above
Total 59 74 62
Percentage of pupils School 54 (49) 68 (60) 57 (30)
a NClevel 5 or above National 64 (64) 66 (64) 62 (60)
Percentage of pupils School 25 (11) 29 (26) 22 (17)
a NC level 6 or above National 31 (31) 39 (37) 29 (28)

Percentages in brackets refer to the year before the latest reporting year.
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Attainment at the end of Key Stage 4 (Year 11)

Year | Boys | Girls | Totd
Number of registered pupilsin fina year of Key Stage 4 for the 2001 | 58 42 100
latest reporting year
GCSE reaults Sor more 5or more lor more
gradesA*-C grades A*-G grades A*-G
Boys 14 53 55
Numbers of pupils
achieving the standard Girls 14 36 47
Specified
Totd 28 89 102
Percentage of pupils School 28 (27) 89 (87) 92 (96)
achieving
the standard specified National 47.4 (46.6) 90.6 (90.9) 95.6 (95.8)
Percentages in brackets refer to the year before the latest reporting year.
GCSE results GCSE point
score
Average point School 31 (30)
score
Per pupil National 39 (38.4)
Figuresin brackets refer to the year before the latest reporting year.
Vocational qualifications Number | % success
rate
Number studying for gpproved vocationd qudifications or School 0 na
units and the percentage of those
pupils who achieved al those they studied National na
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Ethnic background of pupils Exclusionsin the last school year

No of Fixed Permanent
pupils period
Black — Caribbean heritage 19 Black — Caribbean 2 0
heritage
Black — African heritage 4 Black — African heritage 1 0
Black — other 11 Black — other 1 0
Indian 4 Indian 0 0
Pakistani 30 Pakistani 0 0
Bangladeshi 0 Bangladeshi 0 0
Chinese 2 Chinese 1 0
White 534 White 26 5
Any other minority ethnic group 5 Other minority ethnic 1 0
groups
This table gives the number of exclusions, which may be different from the number of pupils excluded.
Teachers and classes Financial information
Qualified teachers and classes: Y7 -Y11
Total number of qualified teachers 35.6 Financid year 2000
(FTE)
Number of pupils per qualified 17
teacher
Education support staff: Y7-Y11 £
Tota number of education support 9 Tota income 1,638,857
staff
Total aggregate hours worked per 280 Tota expenditure 1,581,818
week
Deployment of teachers: Y7 -Y11 Expenditure per pupil 2,877
Percentage of time teachers 77 Balance brought forward from 32,037
spend in contact with classes previous year
Average teaching group size: Y7 -Y11 Balance carried forward to next year 89,076
Key Stage 3 23.7
Key Stage 4 21.7

FTE means full-time equivalent.
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Recruitment of teachers

Number of teachers who left the school during the last two years 14
Number of teachers appointed to the school during the last two years 13
Total number of vacant teaching posts (FTE) 0
Number of vacancies filled by teachers on temporary contract of aterm or more (FTE) 0
Number of unfilled vacancies or vacancies filled by teachers on temporary contract of less 0

than one term (FTE)

FTE means full-time equivalent.
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Results of the survey of parents and carers

Questionnairereturnrate

Per centage of responsesin each category

My child likes school.
My child is making good progress in school.

Behaviour in the school is good.

My child gets the right amount of work to do at
home.

The teaching is good.
| am kept wel informed about how my child is
getting on.

| would feel comfortable about approaching the
school with questions or a problem.

The school expects my child to work hard and
achieve his or her best.

The school works closely with parents.

The school iswell led and managed.

The school is helping my child become mature and
responsible.

The school provides an interesting range of
activities outside lessons.
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Number of questionnaires sent out 609
Number of questionnaires returned 278
Srongly | Tendto | Tendto | Strongly | Don't
agree agree | disagree | disagree | know
4 50 6 2 1
a4 50 4 1 2
28 4 9 2 7
31 47 16 5 2
32 58 4 0 5
32 47 16 4 1
54 39 4 1 2
63 32 2 1 2
29 51 14 2 4
47 45 2 1 5
42 51 5 1 1
36 48 7 1 8




PART D: THE STANDARDSAND QUALITY OF TEACHING IN AREASOF THE

CURRICULUM, SUBJECTSAND COURSES

ENGLISH

Ovedl, the qudity of provison in English is good.

Str

engths
Risng stlandards at the end of Year 9.
The head of department is providing effective leadership. His colleagues are supportive of him
in trying to improve standards and ready to implement new idess to help to do that.
L essons have good pace and structure.
Beow average pupils achieve well, reaching higher sandards than are indicated by their earlier
results.
Speaking and listening skills are developed wdl in English lessons

Aress for improvement

Higher sandards at GCSE.

Opportunities for pupils to develop their own ideas and responses.

Gregter chalenge for above average pupils.

The use of information and communication technology to support pupilS learning.
Linkswith primary schools.

68

69

70

Standards on entry to the school are below the nationa average but pupils resultsin Year 9
Nationd Curriculum testsin 2001 were well above average when compared to results
nationally and to resultsin smilar schools. Thiswas avery sharp rise on the 1998 to 2000
trend that was below the nationad average but close to the average for smilar schools. Girls
have achieved higher results than boys have over the past three years but both boys and girls
achieved results above the nationa average in 2001. 1n 2000 the school’ s performance was
closeto the nationd average but well above in comparison to Smilar schools. The sgnificant
improvement in 2001 results indicates that changes introduced by the head of department

are having a positive impact.

In the 2001 GCSE English examination the proportion of pupils achieving agrade C or
higher was well below the nationd average. About haf the girls achieved agrade A*-C
while two-thirds did so nationaly. Only a quarter of the boys atained higher grades while
just over hdf did so nationdly, though it was notable that boys attained the highest gradesin
English in the school. 1n English literature, results were aso well below the national average
with only just over afifth of pupils achieving the higher grades. Girls results were higher
than boys resultsin English literature. Nearly al pupils, however, atained a pass gradein
both English and English literature. Overdl, they performed lesswell in both English and
English literature than they did in other subjects.

Standards observed in lessons and the scrutiny of pupils work show that pupils are ataining

well inYears 7, 8and 9. Year 9 pupils are able to develop characters and settings well in
narretive writing and they are beginning to adapt the style of their writing to suit audience and
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purpose. Most pupils are able to spell with reasonable accuracy and use arange of
punctuation in their writing. Pupils can write persuasively on arange of topicsincluding
bullying, globa warming and foxhunting. They are able to read chdlenging texts, induding
Shakespeare plays, with understanding and someingght. They aso show an understanding
of arange of textsincluding non-fiction and fiction texts. InaYear 7 lesson, pupils were
able to identify key differences and smilarities between an article from a broadsheet
newspaper and an article from atabloid newspaper. They could give thoughtful and well-
devel oped responses and select sentences, phrases and relevant information to support their
views. However, there was insufficient evidence in English lessons of opportunities for
pupilsto develop inferentia and deductive reading skills aswell asliterd reading skillsin
Years 7 and 8 or opportunities for pupils to develop their own responses to their reading.

Pupils are encouraged to enjoy reading for pleasure through arange of imagindaive
programmes developed by the school librarian. These include areading trail designed to
encourage pupils to read awide range of fiction, a group which reads the books short listed
for amgor children’s book award and the provision of awide range of dternative reading
materia such as magazines and graphic novels.

InYear 11 standards are below average. However, considering the low starting point at the
beginning of Year 10 and they have made good progress, particularly in writing. Standards
of speaking and listening are good. Pupils make thoughtful and confident contributions on a
range of textsin lessons. Reading Sandards are average. Higher attaining pupils make
good progress. The work they do in their ability-based groups iswell focused in terms of
textsand tasks. In particular, they apply knowledge and understanding well to support their
argument when discussing chalenging literary texts such as The Sherlock Holmes Sories
by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. One group of Year 10 pupils made thoughtful and perceptive
comments and showed good close reading skills when discussing in groups a pre-twentieth
century poem - The Beggar Woman by William King - as part of their preparation for their
GCSE examination.

Higher attaining pupils are developing confidence in their writing and most are producing
coursawork at grade C or better. Their vocabulary and sentence structure are varied and
paragraphing is sound. Average and below average pupils lack the consistency of accuracy
and range of phrasing of above average atainers. A smal number of pupils are well below
average and their work contains arange of errors. Nevertheless, with support and
guidance, they are making good progress. Coursework assignments are detailed and
extended showing good understanding of the given tasks.

The standard of teaching overdl isgood. Thereis better consstency of chalenge for more
able pupilsin Years 10 and 11. During Y ears 7-9, the department is more effective in
improving the standards of pupils who enter the school with low standards in Engllish.
Teachers plan their lessons thoroughly with clear teaching objectivesin mind. Lessons are
well structured and have a brisk pace and teachers show good classroom management
skills. Group discussion is used in lessons to promote and support learning. InaYear 10
class the teacher’ s thoughtful management of group talk enabled pupils to work with a
variety of their peers on the ‘Hearts and Partners cluster of poems from the GCSE
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Anthology. Theteacher'suse of alist of statements about the poems helped pupilsto
initiate and sustain sengtive discussions about the poets use of language and structure and
how this helped to convey mood, atimosphere and meaning. In Years 7-9, thereis not
cons stent evidence of tasks being adapted to meet the needs of higher and potentiadly higher
attaining pupils despite very good resultsin the 2001 tests. Teaching was less effective
when the tasks set for pupils were too prescriptive, giving pupils limited opportunities to
develop their own ideas and responses. Inone Year 7 class, pupils were asked to write a
newspaper article but the worksheets provided gave them too much information so there
was not sufficient scope for pupils to develop their own writing skills. There was some
evidence of the use of moving image technology and digita cameras in the GCSE media
Sudies lessons but over dl thereis not sufficient use of information and communication
technology to support and promote pupils learning in English.

Teachers marking is generdly thorough and detailed and it gives pupils good guidance on
what they need to do in order to improve. Nationa Curriculum criteriaare shared with
pupils who find thisinformation useful when they are checking their work. Moderation
procedures have been devel oped to help to ensure that teachers assessment of pupils
work is congstent but the outcomes of assessment are not alway's effectively used to plan
lessons and set curricular targets for pupils. This aspect of the department’ s work,
however, is currently being developed. Homework is set regularly in order to help
consolidate and extend pupils learning.

A new head of department was appointed just under two years ago. He provides effective
leadership for the team and the morale of the teachersin the department isgood. The
teachers are working together to plan for the new Nationd Literacy Framework and the
department intends to forge closer links with feeder primary schools in order to ensure that
pupils build on and develop the skills which they have. Staff have worked hard to establish
and maintain good rel ationships with pupils and to create an environment which will support
and promote learning; lessons have a sense of pace and purpose. Classrooms are bright,
attractive and colourful. A good range of book resources is available and the department
has purchased some new equipment such as overhead projectors, which will help teachers
to develop anew range of teaching strategies. Solid foundations have been laid and the
department is now well placed to secure further improvement.

Overd| arrangements for the development of literacy are good. Pupils who join the school
inYear 7 with literacy skills below the nationd average are well supported to catch up as
quickly as possible through a structured programme of literacy teaching. The qudity of this
teaching is good; the pace and structure of the lessons is appropriate and pupils learn well.
However, the process of monitoring the effectiveness of this programme needs to be more
rigorous. There has aso been a school wide focus on developing literacy strategiesto
support learning in subjects across the curriculum. An emphasis on subject specific
vocabulary is gpparent in arange of subjects and writing frames are used in lessons such as
design and technology, art and design and geography. In music, pupils are asked to write
poems in response to classica music. Information and communication technology |essons
encourage pupils to use features such as spelling and grammar checkers to help improve the
technica accuracy of their writing. Spesking and listening activities are widdly used to
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promote and support learning. The best practice seen during the ingpection was in history
where a strong emphasisis placed on the teaching of literacy skillsto promote learning in the
subject and awide range of strategies including group discussion, debates, key words and
writing frames are used.

Drama
78 All pupils study dramain Years 7, 8 and 9 and it is a popular GCSE option.

79 Standards and teaching in dramain Years 7, 8 and 9 are satisfactory. Pupils enjoy the
activitiesinlessons. In Year 7 lessons, pupils crested a * soundscape’, using arange of
sounds to create a mood or an atmosphere. Pupils demongtrated high levels of
concentration and a clear focus on the task dthough some were unable to maintain
concentration for asustained period. InaYear 9 lesson, pupils used Shakespeare's ‘All the
World'sa Stage’ speech to work on dramatic representations of different stages of life.
Pupils found the language of the speech difficult and were unable to engage effectively with
the dramdtic activities.

80 Teaching in Years 10 and 11 in dramais good. Pupils are encouraged to work in arange of
Stuations and lessons are structured well to promote learning. Ina'Year 10 lesson, groups
of pupils performed improvisations that represented work in progress. Pupils showed good
control of voice, movement and facid expression and the teacher ensured that dl pupils had
the opportunity to evauate their own performance and that of others. Pupils made
thoughtful and condructive criticd comments.

81 Drama has its own accommodeation, but there islimited use of costumes and props. Drama
is part of the performing arts department but schemes of work do not, as yet, identify clear
links with other subjects such asmusic. However, the subject makes an effective
contribution to pupils extra-curricular and cultura development through itswork, in
collaboration with music, on school productions and its organisation of theetre trips and
vigts to the school by thestre groups.

MATHEMATICS
Overdl, the qudity of provison in mathemdticsis good.

Strengths
The qudlity of teaching is good.
Very good |leadership and management by the head of department
Effective systems for assessment and the monitoring of pupils progress
Improvements in standards at 14.

Aress for improvement
Standards in Key Stage 4 are unsatisfactory — particularly amongst girls.
Panning for the development of pupils skillsin using and applying mathematics, investigations
and problem solving
Appropriate provision for al the pupils in some classes — particularly the more ablein Yeer 7.

82 Standards are below the nationa averages, but this overdl judgement hides a complex
picture.
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In the Key Stage 3 testsin 2001, the proportion of pupils achieving Level 5 and above was
below the nationd average but well above that for schoolsin amilar circumgtances. Girls
performed better than boys and there was a bigger difference between their results than
nationally. The proportion of pupils achieving Level 6 was well below the national average
and below that for smilar schools. Pupils work seen during the ingpection shows an
improving trend. Pupilsin Year 9 are currently performing well, elthough thereisawide
range of attainment. Some of them are working with Pythagoras' Theorem and lines of best
fit, which might enable them to achieve Level 7. Others are chdlenged by Level 5 work
such as multiplying decimas by 10, 100 and 1000. Pupilsin Year 8 are doing well and have
amogt caught up with Year 9, but they too have awide range of attainment in lessons,
Higher attaining pupils can ded with straight line graphs and angles associated with pardld
lines, whilst lower attainers can write rules for generating smple sequences. In Year 7, the
average attainment isin line with the expectations of the new Key Stage 3 Nationd Strategy.

The provision for lower ataining pupils and those with specid educationd needsis good,
and enables them to make good progress. In Years 8 and 9, higher attaining pupils are
making good progress but in some Y ear 7 classes they are doing work which istoo easy for
them and as aresult, they are not achieving aswell asthey could. Results over the last few
years have been improving and are sgnificantly higher than a the time of the previous

ingpection.

In Key Stage 4 in 2001, standards of atainment were well below the nationd average and
aso wdl below those of smilar schools judged on the proportion of pupils achieving grades
A*-C. Within the school, pupils performed lesswdll in mathematics than in any of ther
other subjects. Boys were under haf a grade lower than the school average and girls were
three-quarters of agrade lower. In the previous ingpection, there was concern that some
boys were underachieving. Thisis il the case, but the performance of girls of dl abilitiesin
2001 isacausefor concern. Inthe current year 11 girls of average attainment are not
working hard enough.

Overdl, sandards of attainment in lessons are above average and pupils are making good
progress in the top set, where they can do smultaneous equations and transformations. In
the lowest s&t, pupils successfully subtract negative numbers and make good progress. Al
pupils are on track to achieve a GCSE pass a grade A*-G if they maintain their efforts.

The upward trend in results since the previous ingpection was not continued in 2001. This
was a least partly attributable to staffing changes. However, Year 10 pupils started their
GCSE course from a higher base at Key Stage 3 than their predecessors and are making
good progress. Standards of work seen during the ingpection confirm this improvement.

Sillsin basic numeracy are improving because drategies for teaching them in mathematics
lessons are good and the school is building on the work done in Key Stage 2. Numeracy
sandards a Key Stage 4 were criticised at the time of the previous ingpection, these are
now satisfactory. There are many good examples of other subjects contributing to the
development of numeracy by expecting the pupilsto use and apply their skills. For example,
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pupils planned a party with abudget of £80 usng a spreadsheet in information and
communication technology and calculated forces on leversin science. In other aress, such
as art and design and history, more opportunities could be offered by planning them into the
scheme of work.

Mot pupils have a positive attitude, are willing to work and rise to chalenges when offered.
They are confident in explaining how they got their answers, they listen to each other’s
explanations, and will seek help. Most are happy to be guided through investigative work to
make generdisations, but are less confident without support.

Progress since the previous ingpection has been satisfactory overall. The positive aspects
have been maintained. The department identified the main issues and most weaknesses have
been tackled. Teachers now make clear what pupils should learn, numeracy killsare
improving, as are Sandards of attainment generdly and particularly in Key Stage 3. The
department still needs to develop consistent approaches to investigative, independent and
group work.

Overdl, the qudity of teaching isgood. Itisgood in Key Stage 3 and satisfactory in Key
Stage 4. During the ingpection, teaching was good or very good in about two thirds of the
lessons seen and only one lesson was unsatisfactory. Teaching has improved since the
previous ingpection when it was sound. The main reasons for this are that the department
has adopted many of the ideas from the Key Stage 3 Strategy which have helped to
improve teaching and there has been a high turnover of saff resulting in the gppointment of
some new taented teachers. These improvements in teaching are bringing about the higher
attainment, particularly in Key Stage 3.

Teaching generdly meets the needs of pupils. Pupils with specia educationa needs,
including visudly impaired and those just acquiring English, are well supported and provided
with appropriate work which enables them to progress. There are some more able pupilsin
Y7 who are not being chalenged because the work is repetitive and al pupils do the same
tasks.

In the best lessons seen, the starter activity was short, involved the whole class and required
them to think, such as counting up the three and four times tables smultaneoudy. Teachers
moved quickly to the main part of the lesson where carefully planned steps built up
understanding. For example, a'Year 7 class was asked to gather together examples of co-
ordinates which lay on agtraight line, then asked to find some common pattern or rule for
each set. Plenary sessions were well done in some lessons when the teacher used good
guestioning to probe misconceptions and refer pupils back to the objectives of the lesson.
The subject contributes to pupils persona and socia development when, for example,
pupils explain and demondtrate their answers and others listen and watch or they are asked
to work in pairs on a problem or game.

In less effective lessons, the Sarter activity did not involve al the pupils quickly enough and

was too long, cutting down the time for the main teaching. Teachers sometimes did not
concentrate on helping the pupils to remember facts, such as names and properties of
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quadrilaterds, so they were unable to complete a comparative table. Sometimes planning
was week and teachers migudged what could be done in thetime. There are severa
sensble policiesin the departmental handbook , which if followed, would improve qudity,
but these are not followed consgtently. There are inconsistencies, for example in the quaity
of marking, particularly on how work could be improved.

Thereis very good leadership and management from the head of department, who knows
what is needed to improve the qudity of teaching further and thereby raise sandards. He
leads by example, is ready to embrace new initiatives and the team of teachers a present in
the school support him. The new scheme of work for Year 7 and the associated
collaborative planning has aready moved the department forward, as have the lesson
structure and classroom practices adopted from the Key Stage 3 Strategy. Continued
development of the schemes of work is planned, currently, they do not integrate or build up
the skills needed for using and gpplying mathemetics and problem solving nor focus clearly
on objectives. Monitoring the work of the department iswell done, within the time
available, usng arange of methods. There are very good systems for assessment and
tracking pupils progress. The department does not currently focus on developing and
sharing good practice and ensuring that some of the agreed policies and procedures, such as
the range of teaching and learning styles, planning, marking and homework, are being
consgtently followed.

SCIENCE

Overdl, the quality of provision in the science department is good.

Str

engths
The provison and organisation of practica work is a strong feature of the teaching.
The relaionship between pupils, and between pupils and staff is good.
Assessment is used effectively to check pupil progress and identify areas for future devel opment.
Thereisgood technicd back-up for teaching staff.

Areasfor improvement

Work, in Y ears 7-9, often does not match pupils needs— particularly for the more able.
Standards at age 16 — particularly those achieved by girls.

More effective use of information and communication technology.

More effective support for specid educationa needs pupils.

96

97

Standards of attainment at age 14 are well below the nationa average but above those of
amilar schools. Pupils attainment on entry to the schoal is below the nationd average.
Results for 2001, however, show the mgjority of pupils make good progress by Year 9 and
athough results are ill below the nationd average they are improving.

Results a age 16 have shown agradua improvement since the previous ingpection, athough
in 2001, 34.4% of pupils achieved grade A*-C, well below the nationa average. Pupils
achieving grades A*-G in science, were Smilar to the nationd average. At age 16, boys are
achieving higher sandards of attainment than girls.
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Standards of work seen during the ingpection show that pupils are making satisfactory
progressin lessons, dthough levels of achievement are till low compared to nationa
averages at the age of 14 and 16. In dl yearswork from above average pupils was well
presented, and demonstrated good organisationa skills. Within the middle and lower ability
groups, work was not as well presented, and, at times, work was not matched to different
pupils needs and abilities. The mgority of pupils are able to demongtrate their practica
skills. For example, some members of a'Year 9 group in an open-ended experiment were
able to determine that massis conserved during the dissolving process. This experiment
provided an example of independent learning and produced a wide range of ideas from the
groups taking part. Year 10 pupils made smple sdts by neutralisng acids, and were able to
produce word equations for these reactions. Year 11 pupils discovered that reaction rates
are changed by the concentration of the chemicas and used the results of the reaction to
congtruct agraph. They were able to use the graph to make predictions and check these
predictions experimentaly. The work of pupils with specia educationa needsis satisfactory
athough amore active identification of the needs of these pupils would lead to more postive
support within the department. Throughout the ingpection there was little evidence of the
use of information and communication technology to support learning.

The department meets the demands of the National Curriculum and has detailed schemes of
work. PupilsinYear 11 work towards the double award in science. Pupilsin Year 10
work towards the core award of asingle GCSE certificate in science, in addition some
pupils opt for the double awvard. This provision meets the needs of the pupils.

The qudity of teaching at Key Stage 3 is satisfactory. However, in Y ears 7-9 teachers
often do not fully meet the learning needs of pupils across the whole ability range. The
quality of teachingin Years 10 and 11 isgood. The setting arrangementsin these years are
effective in providing appropriate work for different ability groups. A plessant and co-
operative relationship exists between pupils, and between pupils and staff and this creastes a
supportive and co-operative environment for learning. The progress made by pupils reflects
the emphasis placed by staff upon practicd investigation, and upon congtructive marking and
assessment. Implementation throughout the department is consistent. The department make
good use of the library facilities. Every year pupils use the library to research a specific
topic, for example, Year 8 pupils used the opportunity to develop their knowledge and
understanding of anima and plant adaptation, and the solar system. Teachers make good
use of the specidist support available for specia educationa needs. In Years 10 and 11
they set demanding work for the more able pupils. For exampleinaYear 11 lesson on
selective breeding and cloning, a group of high attaining pupils not only showed a good
understanding of the biologica processes but aso discussed the socid and mora
implications. The gtaff act as good role models and make a positive contribution to the
pupils socid and mord development both in terms of the relationships within lessons and
the clear expectationsin terms of behaviour and attainment. Opportunities for spiritud and
cultural development are not well used.

The adminigtration within the department isgood. There are detailed schemes and lesson

plans. Laboratory facilities and resources are satisfactory. The teaching staff receives good
quality support from the laboratory technician. Marking is consgstent and informative.
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Safety procedures for the department are in place, and gaff are familiar with Hedlth and
Safety regulations.

The leadership and management of the department isgood. Thereis a pleasant co-
operative working relationship within a department that is committed to the education of its
pupils. Thereisan effective programme for monitoring teaching and learning by both the
senior management team as well as the head of department and other science staff. Thishas
led to shared dtrategies directed to the improvement of pupil performance.

Good progress has been made overal since the previous last inspection. There has been a
definite improvement in results at age 14. The poor behaviour and resulting lack of progress
insciencein Years 8 and 11, identified in the 1997 report, isno longer evident. This
previous report recorded evidence of unsatisfactory teaching but during this inspection there
was no evidence of such teaching. Progress has aso been made in relation to developing
investigative agpproaches in science in Years 7-9.

ART AND DESIGN

Ovedl, the qudity of provison in at and design is good.

Strengths

The qudlity of teaching is very good.

Pupils attitudes and behaviour in art and design lessons are good.

The progress that pupils make in the development of ther skillswhilst a the school.
The quality of relationships between pupils and teachers.

The development of literacy skillsin art and design lessons.

Areas for improvement

Standards of attainment at the age of 16.

The use of information and communication technology to improve learning.

The development of pupils independent learning skills— particularly responding artisticaly to
real objects and artefacts.

The qudlity of accommodation for the teaching of art and design.

Opportunities for pupilsto learn about the art of other cultures.

104  Thedandards of attainment achieved by pupils in art and design arein line with nationa

averages overal.

105  Pupilscometo the schoal in Year 7 with standards of attainment and experiences thet are

poor for their age and below the nationd average. Mot pupils demongtrate skills,
knowledge and understanding at Leve 3 of the Nationa Curriculum with avery small
number working at higher levelsup to Leve 5. In Key Stage 3 most pupils make good
progress in their development of skills, especiadly in relation to their use of drawing materids
and techniques. By the end of the key stage pupils work indicates that they have achieved
Leved 5 or 6, additionaly some pupils are working beyond this a Level 7 and exceptionaly
a Levd 8. For example where Y ear 8 pupils have been identified as talented they attend
extra-curricular art and design lessons and are working towardsa GCSE. A small number
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areworking & Leve 4 or below. Thisisin line with nationa expectations.

During Key Stage 4 pupils continue to develop their skillsin the use of drawing and painting
materias and techniques. 1n 2001, 27.3% of pupils achieved higher grades at GCSE; thisis
well below the nationa average. However, work seen in the school would indicate thet
pupilsin the current Year 11 are likely to attain GCSE gradesin line with nationd
expectations. Pupils with specia educational needs make good progress and achieve well
due to acombination of individud target setting and a targeted tutoria style gpproach to
teaching in practical workshop lessons.

All pupilsfollow acoursein at and designin Years 7, 8 and 9 and may opt to study GCSE
atanddesgnin Year 10 and 11. The curriculum istightly structured, it ensuresthat the
Nationd Curriculum is covered, that lessons are well planned and that the sequence of
lessons dlows the pupils to build upon skills from one lesson to the next. However, the
curriculum does not provide sufficient opportunities for pupils to research and respond in
authentic and cregtive forms to the works of other cultures and first hand stimulus meterids.
In lessons pupils undertake projects that are designed to promote exigting skillsin drawing,
painting, collage, printmaking and three-dimensiona work.

Pupils learning is very good and is promoted by interesting lessons that ensure an excdlent
pupil response. Individud target setting promotes learning for dl groups of pupilsincluding
those with specia educationd needs aswell asthe mogt able. For example, individua
targets were used very effectively in some Key Stage 4 lessons where pupils were
encouraged to set and review their own targets for work on a‘superhero’ painting a the
dart and finish of lessons. Virtudly al pupils teke a keen interest in their work and
approached the tasks set enthusiagtically, including homework. Pupils demonstrate a high
leve of respect for the subject and, in particular, the art and design work produced by other
pupils. Working relationshipsin the department are excellent. Pupils and teachers repect
each other, pupils listen carefully to clear gppropriate instructions and work with
consderation for others. They readily help each other when required and they take
responghbility for their own learning.

Teaching is very good overdl. Teachers explanations and demongtrations establish high
expectations of pupils interms of safety, sKills, response, behaviour and relationships.
Good pace is a strong feature of most lessons ensuring that pupils make maximum benefit
from thetime available in lessons. In dl years teaching includes a focus upon technica
vocabulary which successfully introduces pupils to a good range of new words. In Key
Stage 3, where lessons are taught by subject speciadists, good teacher subject knowledge
develops pupils practicd skills. In Key Stage 4 very good teacher subject knowledge is
used to enhance pupils confidence in exploring and experimenting with awider and more
sophigticated range of materias and techniques. For example, pupils used materids boldly to
produce exciting responses to the work of Aborigind artists. Good routines and teachers
use of their own examples to demonstrate techniques together ensure that by the start of
Key Stage 4 pupils are able to salect and use materials and tools appropriately. However,
pupils are still too dependent upon teachers for research materias. All pupils can use a
good range of materids with increasing skill especidly in drawing, painting, printmaking and
three-dimensiond work. Thelr creativity and critica skills are developing by the end of Key
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Stage 4 but are undeveloped in Key Stage 3. Although the teachers have been successful in
meaking the environment visudly rich and simulating for the development of pupils’ literacy
and making skills, other forms of learning such as research, persond response, risk taking,
cultural development, creativity and spiritual development are under developed.

The subject benefits from good leadership and management. The curriculum and resources
are well managed by the head of department. Information provided for Saff is clear.
Equdity of opportunity is provided for pupils by consstency of gpproach to subject content
in the scheme of work and the congstent gpplication of whole school policies. Thereis
regular monitoring of teaching, homework and assessment by the head of department,
strengths and weaknesses have been identified and have lead to action to secure
improvemen.

The accommodation for the subject has serious shortcomings. The ceramics room is
affecting pupil achievement because of the very difficult acoustics. The use of information
and communication technology is till undeveloped and is very poor in both key stages.
Resources for the subject dlow for the maintenance of the current curriculum but is
insufficient for necessary development. Progress since the previous ingpection has been
satisfactory overdl. Standards of attainment are now broadly in line with nationd
expectations following a period of decline where much teaching was undertaken by non-
specidis gaff. All pupils use sketchbooks well to enhance their learning, compostion is
good and pupils now make good progress.
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY

Ovedl, the qudity of provison in design and technology hasvery good featur es but is
unsatisfactory in that it does not meet statutory requirements.

Strengths
- Teachers have a good knowledge of the subject.
The gt&ff are hard working and committed to the pupilsin their care.
The management of the behaviour of pupils by teachersis good.
Thereis very good support for pupils, particularly those with specid educationa needs.
The department iswell led.

Areasfor improvement
Standardsin Key Stages 3 and 4.
Opportunities for developing independent learning.
Mesting the needs of the full ability range — particularly the more ablein Years 7-9 and girls a
the age of 16.
Using information and communication technology to support and develop skills of research and
desgning
Staffing the department in order to meet statutory requirementsin Years 10 and 11.

112  Attheageof 14 in 2001, teachers assessed their pupils as working at an overal standard
below that expected for pupils of the same age nationdly. Work seen during the ingpection
reflected this. However, there were examples of work in 'Y ear 9 where pupils are achieving
work in line with nationd expectations. The low attainment isin part due to the low
attainment of pupils on entry to the school. Pupils skillsin sdecting from a range of
materials and processes are adso underdevel oped.

113 In GCSE examinationsin 2001, 32.8 % of pupils gained A*-C grades which iswell below
the nationd average but represents an improvement on resultsin 2000. Fewer pupils
achieved the higher grades in comparison with 2000 but there was an increase a grade C
where results were broadly in line with the nationd results for this grade. Overdl, boys
achieve better results than girls. Generdly, pupils achieve lesswell in design and technology
than in their other subjects.

114  Inwork seen during the ingpection, a the age of 14 pupils are achieving satisfactorily in
relaion to their low prior atainment. Standardsinlessonsin Years 7, 8 and 9 are variable.
Pupils are experiencing agood range of practicd skillswithin dl areas. They are developing
the ability to evauate the design and congtruction of products. However, their awareness of
design isunderdeveloped. Their ability to select independently appropriate materids and
congiruction processesisweek. Thisisrestricting the progress of some average and higher
ability pupils. Lower ability pupils are responding well to the structure of projects and
making good progress.

115 Inwork seen, at the age of 16 pupils are achieving an overdl standard below that expected
for their age. The qudlity of making of thefina product is usudly better than the
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development of their designing skills. With some exceptions, pupils do not produce in-depth
research or gpply anaytical skillswith any degree of confidence or success. Some pupils
produce coursework of agood standard in Year 11 and make good progress in |essons.
Pupils sillsin usng adesgn specification to develop and evauate their work are
increesing. Current work with resstant materids and food shows increasing precison in the
use of tools, equipment and techniques. In food technology pupils are able to relate their
designs to the systems used in industry to control the quaity of food products.

The qudlity of teaching is good overdl with examples of very good and excdllent teaching.
Teachers have good knowledge of their subject and plan effectively. Support for lower
ability pupilsis effective. Teachers use arange of strategies to enable pupils with specia
educational needs to make good progress. When available, support assistants play akey
roleinthis. Teachers have aclear understanding of pupils needs and use positive
encouragement to motivate pupils.

A variety of teaching approaches and good planning are apparent in the best lessons. Ina

Y ear 10 food technology lesson the teacher skilfully used whole class teaching, individud
advice, support, and demongrations to highlight particular skills. InaYear 9 textiles lesson,
pupils recaived helpful guidance to use toolsin a safe manner and discussed arange of ways
to develop their designsfor acushion. InaYear 11 resstant materias lesson, the teacher
demonstrated how to mark and cut a specific means of joining wood. The style of
guestioning encouraged pupils to consder different solutions for their project. These
approaches had a pogitive impact on the learning for al ability levels.

I ndependent learning is best when pupils are actively involved in lessons through question
and answer sessions, making their own decisons and exploring dternative solutions to
designing and making their product. This gpproach was working well for the higher ability
pupilsinaYear 9 food group. They were able to plan and develop ideas for anew product
for agpecific dietary need. In some units of work thereisalack of clarity about how
focused tasks contribute to the main design and make activity. For example, inaYear 8
textiles lesson to practise the basic skills of weaving fabric, pupils were not making a
connection between the task and the design of their individual greetings card.

Literacy skills are often poor on entry but the department uses arange of strategiesto raise
levels of competence. These include the use of non-fictiona writing and presentations to the
whole class. Active reading strategies are encouraged when pupilswork in the library to
research the functions of ingredientsin food manufacture. Year 7 pupils write astory to
incorporate the puppet made in textiles and have the opportunity to perform this. All
teachers encourage the use of numeracy skills by accurate measurement and weighing of
materids.

The vast mgority of pupils have good attitudes to their work and respond in a positive
manner. They co-operate well with teachers and with each other.

The curriculum is generally gppropriate but does lack the development of designing for
clients and large-scale indugtrid production. Computer aided manufacture is restricted by a
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lack of resources. Information and communication technology skills and their gpplication in
arange of contexts are limited. The department is now in a strong podtion to review the
Key Stage 3 schemes of work againgt Nationd Curriculum requirements. The school is not
meseting statutory requirements at Key Stage 4.

A developing system of assessment is used effectively to make pupils aware of their current
Nationa Curriculum level and what they need to do to improve. Where pupils are ctively
involved in judging their own progress againg targets, they make good progress. InaYear
7 lesson involving the completion of the fine finishing of abox, pupils were developing their
ability to set their own targets to plan the use of time and resources. They were eager to
comment on what they had learned and were able to reflect on what they would like to
improve.

L eadership and management of the department are good. The subject leader has a clear
sense of purpose and is very aware of the strengths and areas for development. Thereisa
collaborative approach that makes best use of teachers complementary strengths.
However, the leadership and management of art and design in addition to design and
technology makes thisa complex role.

The areas identified as requiring improvement in the previous ingpection report show good
improvement. Thisis atributable to the commitment and dedication of dl staff. Enabling
pupils to sdect from arange of materiads and components has begun. Management of
pupils behaviour is calm and effective in maintaining discipline. Use of pogtive
encouragement and praise to motivate pupilsis now a strength of the department. The
consderable work done by the department to write the new schemes of work will provide a
strong basis for the next stage of development to refine and share the very good practice
evident in lessons.

GEOGRAPHY

Overdl, the qudity of provison in geography is good.

Strengths

Standards are rising at age 14 and 16.

Teachingisgood in dl years.

The positive response of pupilsto their learning in lessons.

Very effective leadership offering a clear direction for the subject.
The use of the literacy strategy to improve pupil achievement.

Aress for improvement

Ensuring work is sufficiently chalenging to meet the needs of al pupils.
Continue to monitor work a Key Stage 3 to ensure policies are gpplied consistently.

125

When pupils enter the school in Year 7, their geographica knowledge and understanding is
below average and their literacy skills are below the nationa expectation. However, good
teaching and the effective use of the literacy strategy ensure that dl pupilsincuding those
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with specia educationa needs make good progress through Years 7, 8 and 9.

In 2001, pupil attainment at the end of Y ear 9 was below the nationd average but the
present Year 9 pupils are achieving well in lessons and are reaching standards above the
nationa expectation. Thisgood level of achievement is supported by the high expectations
that teachers have of their pupils and the level of chalenge provided by their teaching.

GCSE reaults have risen sgnificantly over the last two years and the number of pupils
obtaining A*-C and A*-G grades are broadly in line with nationa average and compare
favourably with many other subjects. Andysis of the higher grades for the last three years
shows that boys and girls do equaly well in the subject.

Pupil’ s knowledge and understanding is secure and a range of both basic and geographical
skills are congtantly being developed. In one Y ear 9 lesson looking at the issue of soil
erosion in Nepa, pupils clarified and extended their understanding of key terms such as
deforestation before examining the human, economic and environmental implications of
suggested solutions to the problem. A very well constructed task sheet guided pupilsto
consder the aternatives and then acted as a series of prompts for the extended writing in the
following exercise. Smilarly, inaYear 7 lesson on settlement, pupils were chalenged to
cdassfy human and physcd factors that would influence the site of asettlement. Thiswork
was supported by another well constructed task sheet, which supported pupil recording and
again acted as a framework for the extended writing task.

Standards of work of Year 10 and 11 pupils seen during the inspection overal were of a
good standard. Coursework produced by some higher attaining pupilsin Year 10 was
good and included the gpplication of theoretica models of land use to the Sudy of acity
followed by athorough andysis of the reasons for change over time. Another example of
good qudity work involved pupils producing a reasoned explanation of tectonic plate
movement. Pupils of average attainment are able to acquire and analyse data before
presenting arange of solutions. Similar work in Year 11 showed that for both of these
groups their geographical understanding and their skills of andyss and evauation are further
developed. Lower attaining pupils make satisfactory progress. They are able to offer
limited andys's and use basic forms of presentation. The department needs to give further
consderation to how activities could be better matched to the needs of pupils. The quality
of work is enhanced by the opportunities for fieldwork, which encourage the development
of enquiry skillsin Years 7, 8 and 9 and provide opportunities for good quaity coursework
inYears 10 and 11. More recent use of library based enquiries and the use of information
and communicetion technology have further strengthened this area.

Teaching is good overdl. Intwo thirds of the lessons observed teaching was good or very
good. All teaching iswell planned. Lessons are well structured and build upon good
teacher subject knowledge. Expectations of pupils are high, learning objectives are
explained to pupils and carefully designed tasks ensure pupils achieve in each lesson.
Appropriate homework supports the classroom learning. The pace of teaching ensures that
pupils are well motivated and gpply themsaveswell to learning. A key feature isthe Sarter
to the lessons that rapidly engages and involves pupils.
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Pupils learn new knowledge and skills or consolidate exidting learning in dl lessons. They
show ahigh level of commitment and concentration and respond to the challenges set by the
teacher. Learning is supported by arange of teaching methods that fully involve the pupils.
They are frequently asked to work in pairs or groups, which they undertake confidently.
They respond willingly to teacher questions. Rel ationships between pupils and between
teachers and pupils are good. Wl structured written tasks are marked frequently and the
regular forma assessment at the end of each unit provides pupils with a clear Satement of
progress againgt their target and suggests how they could improve.

The department benefits from the commitment, enthusiasm and industry of the head of
geography. Thereisaclear educationd vision for the subject and the contribution that it can
make to pupil learning and persona development. The departmenta development plan is
based upon aredigtic analysis of the current position of the department. The schemes of
work have a clear structure and fully meet the Nationa Curriculum requirements at Key
Stage 3. Support is heeded for the new member of the department. Monitoring of the
work of the department particularly at Key Stage 3 needs to ensure the rigorous
implementation of departmenta policies.

Geography makes a significant contribution to pupil’s mora and socia development but the
gpiritual and cultural elements are in need of further development. Improvement since the
previous ingpection has been very good. The focus on teaching and learning has led to
pupils gaining improved standards.

HISTORY

Ovedl, the qudity of provison in higtory isgood and improving.

Strengths

Lessons are chdlenging and stimulating asking pupils to use and develop their thinking skills.
The effective teaching strategies used to develop literacy skillsin the teaching of higtory.
High expectations of behaviour and good behaviour management strategies.

The history curriculum iswell planned and ensures a high degree of consstency across all
classesin terms of what is to be taught.

Teacher assessment isrigorous giving teachers and pupils an accurate picture of what pupils
know, understand and can do.

Very effective subject leadership and management.

Areas for improvement

Raise standards and achievement at 16 — particularly amongst girls.

Ensure that the few pupils who have negetive attitudes do not disadvantage the vast mgjority of
pupils who wish to learn.

Make better use of performance data in the setting of targets and the monitoring of progress.
Work to minimise the disruption to learning caused by the withdrawa of pupils from lessons.

134  Following aperiod of decline standards overal in history are now approaching the average

for al schools. Standards indicated by teachers assessments at the end of Year 9 for 2000
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and 2001 werein line with national averages and ingpection findings confirm thet thisis the
case. Lagt year boysdid lesswell than girls, the gap being wider that the nationa picture.
In lessons most pupils make good progress in history particularly high attainers and girls due
to the challenging nature of the teaching. When well supported pupils with specia
educational needs make very good progress as teachers use very good strategies to ensure
that pupils can accessthe learning. The progress of a small number of boysis hindered by
their reluctance to work independently. At the time of the last ingpection standards at the
age of 14 years were adso judged to be in line with nationd averages and the rate of
progress judged to be good.

In 2000 and 2001, GCSE resultsin history were well below the national average overdl
with boys performing better than girls. Ingpection findings indicate that standards, athough
dill below the nationd average, are improving and progressis stisfactory. High attaining
pupils, both boys and girls, make good progress in history as they take full advantage of the
support available to them. Low ataining pupils do struggle with the literacy demands that
the subject places on them. A few boysin Year 10 have poor attitudes to learning and
consequently make unsatisfactory progress and they put some others at risk of
underachieving. At the time of the previous inspection standards at age 16 were aso judged
to be below the national average but the rate of progress then was generadly unsatisfactory.

At Key Stage 3 pupils have a very secure knowledge and understanding of history
particularly in terms of change and causation. By using an excellent smulation game Year 7
pupils were able to analyse and explain the reasons for the decline of the Roman Empire
with some pupils having a clear grasp of the multi-causa nature of events. Pupils hitorica
enquiry skillsbeyond Year 7 aregood. Year 8 and 9 pupils can sdect and prioritise
information extracted from awide range of source materia and use thisinformation to reach
important conclusons e.g. who was the best monarch? What was life like for soldiersin the
trenches? Pupils use information and communication technology farly regularly but some
make uncritical use of information researched from CD-ROMs or Internet Sites.

At 16 years pupils have a good understanding of change and causation developed through
their sudy of Medicine Through Time. Pupils are beginning to produce better quality course
work in Years 10 and 11 athough more can be done both in terms of content and
presentation. Pupils can extract rlevant information efficiently from source materid but the
ability to interpret and eva uate source materid islesswell developed. Many pupils, boys
and girls, have difficulties with literacy and this impacts on sandards and achievement in
history. At the time of the last inspection it was reported that too little emphasis was given
to extended writing. The balance is better dthough there is the need to have amore
cohesive gpproach to building pupils capacity to write accurate and relevant descriptions
and explanations from Year 7-11.

Teaching in higtory is congstently good or very good and teachers work hard to mest the
very diverse needs of the pupils. Enthusiagtic teachers plan lessons thoroughly, explain
clearly the objectives of the lesson, initiste interesting and stimulating activities, make very
good use of resources, and check with pupils that the objectives have been achieved.
Particular strengths are the support for and the use of literacy in the teaching of higtory, the
use of group work and group talk, and the effective Strategies used to manage behaviour.
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Asareault of such good teaching pupils, particularly in Y ears 7-9, learn well and display
increasingly positive attitudes towards the subject and the way in which it istaught. Inafew
lessons the timing of the end of the lesson was Signalled alittle early and at times teachers
can be pre-occupied with managing the poor behaviour of asmall number of pupilsto the
detriment of the rest of the class.

139  Management isvery effective. The head of department has high expectations, modds

effective teaching and learning, has avery clear and accurate view of current strengths and
aress for development and the subject development plan is closdy linked with the school
improvement plan. Better use could be made of performance data to set targets, monitor
progress and evauate results. The history curriculum in Years 7-9 is good and this leads to
acongstency of approach acrossdl history classes. Assessment in Years 7-11 is becoming
increasingly rigorous and in Y ears 10-11 assessment procedures prepare pupils well for
GCSE examination.

140 Ovedl sisfactory progress has been made since the previous ingpection athough progress

has been good since the arriva of the new head of department in January 2000. Standards
and achievement have not yet made significant improvements but good progress has been
made in providing chalenge for the most able and the development of written
communication in higtory. The issue of pupils with specid educationa needs being
withdrawn from lessons gtill remains and needs to be reviewed.

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY
Overdl, the qudity of provison in information and communication technology is good.

Strengths

Pupils ahility to use information and communication technology independently.

Qudity of teaching in specific information and communication technology lessons.

Pupils response to the subject.

Curriculum provision for the discrete information and communication technology coursesin both
key stages.

Arrangements for accreditation of information and communication technology for al pupils at
GCSE.

Areas for improvement

Cross-curricular provison for applying information and communication technology skills and
enriching learning in other subjects.

Standards achieved in GCSE examinations in information and communication technology.
Depth of coverage of computer control and data-logging within information and communication
technology lessons.

Moderation of assessments within the information and communication technology department.
Replacement programme for the ageing computer stock.

141

At the end of Key Stage 3, the standards of attainment achieved by pupilsin 2001 were
broadly in line with the nationa average. Attainment in GCSE examinations was well below
the nationa average in 2001, with 31% of pupils achieving an A*-C grade compared with
55% nationally, athough further analys's shows that these pupils were generdly achieving
aopropriately for ther ability. Girls generaly performed better than boys in examinations but
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ther results were till well below the nationd average.

All pupils follow a course in information and communication technology in each year and dl
are entered for a GCSE examination.

Standards of attainment achieved in information and communication technology lessons are
at least in line with nationd expectations and often exceed them, especidly in Years 10 and
11 where pupils are independently applying their kills. In Key Stage 3, pupilsare dso
developing independence in an increasing range of information and communication
technology skills. In Year 7, most pupils can use desktop publishing and multimedia
software confidently and make agppropriate use of formulae in a Spreadsheet to plan a party.
Lower ataning pupils achieve a smilar result but with extra hdp and the higher attaining
pupils go on to investigate the effects of changing variablesin a spreadsheet. By Year 9,
most pupils are confidently using arange of software for word-processing, desktop-
publishing, graphics, multimedia presentations, preadsheets and databases, and they
produce documents containing information obtained from many different sources. In
searching the Internet, they are sarting to understand about the reliability of data and the
wider effects of information and communication technology on their daily lives. Lower
attaining pupils are dso adle to goply arange of information and communication technology
skills but often with the aid of more support. All pupils understand the purposes of the
different software packages and know when to use them athough their understanding of
computer control and data-logging is hindered by the limited coverage of these aspects. Al
pupilsin Year 10 can produce high quality multimedia presentations and desktop-published
documents, with particular audiences in mind, and generaly work independently. Higher
attaining pupils plan and evauate their work well and produce coursework involving
extensive writing such as designing and documenting a database application and creating an
Internet user guide. Lower attaining pupils use their information and communicetion
technology skills to present their work well. Recent improvements in the attitudes of pupils,
preparaion for examinations and overal curriculum provison have increased sandards in
lessons. However, they have not yet had sufficient time to impact on performance in
examinations a the end of Years9 and 11. The attainment of pupils with specid
educationd needsis good in both key stages. In many cases, pupils are achieving levels of
cgpability in information and communication technology that are considerably higher than
would normally be expected.

In lessons, pupils make good, and often very good, progress and it is especidly good for
those pupils who enter the school with limited previous experience of information and
communication technology. Throughout Years 7, 8 and 9 pupils progress rapidly through
the basic software packages with the aim of becoming independent users as soon as
possible, a gtrategy that has had considerable success. Progressis equaly good in Years 10
and 11 where pupils are extending their skills to meet the criteria of the GCSE syllabus and
are learning to plan and evaluate their work. Lower attaining pupils, and those with specid
educational needs, make good progress as a result of the extra support that is provided by
teachers and classroom assgtants. Pupils attitudes to learning in information and
communication technology are generdly very good. Most pupils respond well to the
activitiesin lessons, showing perseverance and a determination to succeed. Behaviour and
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rel ationships are good and the information and communication technology equipment is used
sengbly at dl times.

The qudity of teaching is a least stisfactory in dl lessons and is very good in the mgjority of
lessons. Teachers generdly have a good knowledge and understanding of the information
and communication technology curriculum and good persond information and
communication technology skills. Lessons are well-planned with clear objectives and the
longer term planning isdso of ahigh standard. Teachers have high expectations and st
appropriately chalenging tasks that can be gpplied to dl levels of ability. Pupils interest and
motivation are maintained by the pace of learning and the variety of teaching methods used,
including good use of the network for demongtrating new skills. Teachers give good
individua support to pupilsin lessons to extend their information and communication
technology skills, question their understanding and identify the next stepsin learning.
Marking in exercise books is more variable but often includes helpful guidance for pupils.

Curriculum provison for information and communication technology as a timetabled subject
isvery good, providing al pupils with sufficient opportunities to develop expertise in awide
vaiety of information and communication technology skills and to leave schoal with an
accredited award for their achievements. Good use of information and communication
technology was observed in GNVQ and history lessons, and in the Student Support Centre.
However not dl subjects are making use of good opportunities to support information and
communications technology across the curriculum. This aspect is unsatisfactory.

Information and communication technology is very well led and effectively managed by a
subject leader who promotes high standards of work and is a very good role modd for
effective teaching and learning. Strengths in provision and areas for improvement have been
identified and the department continues to improve. Areas for further development include
moderating assessment between teachers and sharing examples of assessed work with
pupils. The department benefits from afull-time network manager who makes a mgjor
contribution to the successful running of the informeation and communication technology
facilitiesin school and gives effective support to pupilsin lessons. The number of computers
avalableisgood, dlowing al pupilsto have individua use of acomputer in lessons, and
most of the schodl’ sinformation and communication technology fadilities are intensvely
used. Thereisagood range of software and peripheral devices.

The department has made very good progress since the previous ingpection through the
support of senior managers and the commitment and leadership of a conscientious subject
leader. All the key issues reported in the previous inspection have been addressed athough
the equipment bought at that time is now in need of replacement and the school’ s strategy
for improving the cross-curricular use of information and communication technology has yet
to be effective. Reportsto parentsin Year 10 now meet atutory requirements. Attainment
in lessons has improved and pupils aspirations have been raised. There hasbeen a
dramatic improvement in curriculum provision in both key stages which provides a very
good course for al pupils throughout Key Stage 3 and a strategy in Key Stage 4 which
enables dl pupilsto receive an externdly-accredited award for their achievementsin
information and communication technology.
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES

Ovedl, the qudity of provison in modern foreign languages is satisfactory with some good and
very good features.

Str

engths
A conscientious, hard working team of teachers who have a shared commitment to raising
standards.
Wil developed srategies for evauating the work of the department which result in the
identification of gppropriate priorities for improvement.
A scheme of work which supports teachers planning of work based on clearly identified
learning objectives.
Effective procedures for monitoring and assessing pupils progress towards Nationd Curriculum
and GCSE targets.
Reationships with pupils.

Effective use of the language assstant who plays avauable role in the work of the department.

Aress for improvement

Raise sandards by broadening the range of teaching and learning styles.

Develop drategies to endble pupils, particularly high attainers, to become less dependent on the
teacher and more independent in their use of, and understanding of the target language.
Deveop the use of information and communication technology in teaching and learning.
Develop an agreed expectation of the use of the target language in lessons.

Comply fully with the statutory requirements for modern foreign languages at Key Stage 4.

149  In Spanish, the results of teachers assessmentsin 2000 and 2001 indicate that pupils

standards of attainment at the end of Key Stage 3 were just above the nationa average.
Girls outperform boys and in 2001 the difference was gregter than the nationd difference.

150 A higher proportion of pupilsis entered for the GCSE examination in Spanish than isthe

case nationaly. The proportion of pupils achieving pass grades (A*-G) wasin line with
nationa figures in 2000 and above nationd figuresin 2001when al pupils entered achieved a
pass grade. The proportion of pupils achieving a higher grade (A*-C) has been below
national averages and in 2000 it was well below the nationa figure. In 2001 the proportion
was improved but remained below the nationa averages. Girls achieve more of the higher
grades than boys by amargin, which in 2001 was in line with the nationd difference but their
results remained below nationd average figuresfor girls. In both 2000 and 2001, most
pupils did at least aswell in Spanish asin their other GCSE subjects. The proportion of
pupils achieving the highest grades (A*-A) iswell below the nationa average.

151 A smdl number of high attaining pupils was entered for the GCSE examination in French in

2000. They achieved results which were above nationd figures for both pass grades and
higher grades.

152  Spanish isthe modern language studied by al pupils up to the age of 14 years. Currently,

however, asmall group of pupilsin Year 11 are studying French. These pupils represent the
full range of achievement and are making satisfactory progress based on their prior
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atanment.

In Spanish, throughout al year groups, most pupils make satisfactory progress overdl in dl
the skill areas when compared to their prior attainment. Pupils are encouraged and
supported from an early stage in their learning of Spanish to move from understanding and
producing single words and short phrases to working in full sentences. InaYear 8 lesson,
high attaining pupils were able to write their own sentences to describe the presents, which
they were going to buy for family membersin the context of aforthcoming holiday. High
attaining pupils by the end of Year 9 can express and justify opinionsin Spanish. They can
write and talk about daily and past routines and refer to the future. With support, in
gpesking and writing, average attaining pupils can give smple information to describe a
holiday. They can understand the main details of longer passages made up of familiar
language and can take part in Smple, closaly structured conversations. Low attaining pupils
inYear 9 can repeat words and phrases and can make short sentences provided that they
are given appropriate support. Pupils with specia educationa needs make satisfactory
progressoveral. InaYear 7 lesson a pupil with specid educationa needs made good
progress because the support of ateaching assstant in class enabled the pupil to take part in
speaking activities about school subjects. In Years 10 and 11 high attaining pupils can
produce extended pieces of writing, referring to past, present and future eventsin avariety
of contexts, such as describing their home town and holidays. In generd, however, high
ataining pupils are not sufficiently chalenged to take the initiative and to produce language
independently. Pupilsin both key stages lack confidence in speaking without prompts and
support. Pronunciation is sometimes gpproximate. A small number of disaffected pupilsin
Year 11 are not making satisfactory progress because they do not engage in the work.

The attitudes and behaviour of most pupils are at least satisfactory and often good.
Relationships between teachers and pupils are amost always good or very good. Most
pupils co-operate, concentrate satisfactorily and respond to their teacher’ s encouragement
to take part in activities. They respond well to opportunities to take part in pair work and to
work in the language laboratory. Those pupils who work with the language assistant enjoy
the chalenge and stimulation of contact with a native spesker of Spanish. The attitudes and
behaviour of asmall number of disaffected pupilsin Year 11 are unsatisfactory.

The overdl qudity of teaching is satisfactory with good festures in both Key Stages 3 and 4.
Teachers have good subject knowledge and plan carefully. Learning objectives are
routinely shared with pupils so that they understand the purpose of the lesson. Grammatica
explanations and comparisons between English and Spanish support the development of
pupils literacy skills. In the best lessons planning is based on dear linguidtic learning
objectives and activities are designed to gradually consolidate and extend pupils
knowledge, skills and understanding of the language. Support isinitidly provided but is
withdrawn appropriately to challenge the pupils to memorise, adapt and reuse the language.
InaYear 9lesson, for example, the teacher skilfully enabled the pupilsto tak in increasing
detail about past and future holidays. The pupils demonstrated the learning in the target
language at regular intervas throughout the lesson.  The teacher encouraged pupils to move
quickly to using complete sentences and to extend their use of language. Where teaching is
less effective, the target language is not used consgtently. This leads to confusion because

Bramcote Park School - 59



156

157

158

159

expectations are unclear and opportunities for pupils to practise the spoken language are
missed. Where too much support is provided, pupils are not challenged to memorise
language or to produce language independently. Variety islacking in some lessons when the
lesson is centred around the teacher without the support of audio-visual resources.

The marking of written work is regular and teachers provide congtructive comments on how
to improve work. Homework is set and generaly reinforces the work of thelesson. The
monitoring and assessing of pupils work is effective. Targets are shared with pupils and
pupils are aware of the requirements for achieving the next Nationa Curriculum or GCSE
grade level.

The team iswell managed and work closdly together. Effective sysems for review and self-
evauation have provided the team with an accurate view of its strengths and areas for
development. Priorities for the subject improvement plan have been appropriately identified
and are linked to the whole school improvement plan. Some of the key actions planned to
rase sandards, particularly in Key Stage 4, are in their early stages and have not yet had
timeto impact. The curriculum is broad and balanced at Key Stage 3. A significant number
of pupils are not sudying a modern language a Key Stage 4 and full statutory requirements
are therefore not met.

Theteachersare dl illed linguists. The language laboratory is awell-used resource which
offers variety to teaching and learning. It promotes the development of listening skillsin
particular, because it dlows pupils to have control of the ligtening materia. The Spanish
assigant playsafull role in planning lessons and in preparing materids for the dassesin
which sheworks. She offers effective support in both whole class activities and in intengve
smal group work. Display iswell used to mode examples of good work by pupils.
Curriculum content gives pupils the opportunity to learn about the culture of the countries of
the target language and thisis aso reflected in display. Socia and culturd awarenessis
further enriched by an annud visit to Spain. The department is in the process of establishing
alink with aschool in Argentina. Thereisalack of appropriate resources for the
development of reading for pleasure. The use of overhead projectors and video to give
vaiety to lessonsislimited. The use of information and communication technology in
teaching and learning requires development.

Improvement since the previous ingpection is satisfactory overall. Whilst some issues of
disaffection and disengagement remain, pupil response and behaviour have improved,
particularly in the last two years. Continuing action is required around the use of the target
language and the development of teaching and learning styles. End of Key Stage 3
attainment is dightly above nationd averages. GCSE results have been dower to improve
but in 2001 moved closer to nationa norms. High attaining pupils no longer sudy French as
a second language in Key Stage 3 because it reduced the time available for the teaching and
learning of the firs modern foreign language. Assessment and monitoring procedures have
developed gppropriately. Effective Strategies for monitoring and evauating the work of the
department have been established. The department iswell placed for further improvement.

MUSIC
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Oveadl the quaity of provison for music issatisfactory.

Strengths
- Teachers have very good subject knowledge and expertise.
Lessons are well organised and managed.
The pupils enjoy music and have good attitudes towards the subject.
Cons stently good behaviour during music lessons and within the music department.
The excellent accommodation and wide range of resources which are used and managed
effectively to support teaching and learning.
Good contribution to cultural development.

Aress for improvement
Standards of achievement at the age of 14 and 16.
The use of teachers ongoing assessment to plan gppropriate levels of work for dl pupils and
clear assessment criteriawhich are shared with the pupils.
Opportunities for increased snging in dl years.
The use of information and communication technology to enhance pupils learning.
More chalenging work for the more able.
Clear leadership for the music department.

160  Thereisno information available on standards when pupils firgt join the school but evidence
gathered during the inspection indicates that the mgority of pupils are working in line with
expectations at age 11. At 14 pupils atainment is below the nationa average but
atainment of the 11 to 13 year oldsisin line with expectations. There is no differencein the
standards achieved by boys and girls or by ethnic groups but the more able are not dways
chdlenged. In recent years, asmall number of pupils have teken GCSE music. Most
gained high grades. In 2001, of the four who were entered, one gained agrade A, two
ganed agrade B and one gained agrade E. These small numbers makes the comparison of
GCSE results with nationd figures unreliable. There are no GCSE pupilsin the present
Year 11 but in Year 10 there are 21 pupils. Standards of attainment are below those
expected for Year 10.

161 Teaching and learning are good overdl a Key Stage 3, it isgood or very good in Years 7
and 8 but satisfactory in Year 9. The strengths of these lessons include very good subject
knowledge and expertise with clear learning objectives that are shared with the pupils.
Open-ended questions are used in both the introductions to the lessons to recap on previous
learning and in the plenary when pupils have the opportunity to listen to and discuss the
group performances. However, assessment criteriais not shared with the pupils. Pupils
musica knowledge and understanding is developed effectively because performing,
composing, listening and appraising are integrated in a practical way. For example, pupilsin
Year 7 successfully improvised music to represent the seasons. Thiswork built on previous
learning when the pupils listened to Spring from the Four Seasons by Vivadi. During
practica composing work the mgority of pupils worked creetively. Pupils experimented
with the different sound effects on keyboards and awide range of percusson. Older pupils
demongtrated a good understanding of the Blues scale as well as a sense of rhythm and
appropriate keyboard techniques.
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Teaching and learning are satisfactory at Key Stage 4. Pupilsin Year 10 have to overcome
the gaps in their basic musical knowledge and some very targeted catch-up work is needed.
Two additiona GCSE sessions are held after school each week in an attempt to raise
gandards. New computers have recently been ingtaled and the use of music technology to
support composing & Year 10 is aready having a postive impact on the quality of the
compostions of asmal number of pupils. Homework is not effectively used, for example,
and the pupils do not use the Internet or CD-ROM for independent research.

Pupils enjoy their music, especialy composing in smal groups. The atitudes, response and
behaviour of pupils of al ages are consstently good. Pupils respond well to teacher input
and settle well, on the whole, to work together in groups. They share ideas and discuss
ways for improving and completing compositions, for example combining sounds, the use of
dynamics to creste an effective ending to a piece or using a conductor to enhance the quality
of their performance. The mgority of pupils remain on task and concentrate very well, for
example Year 8 pupils, including those with specia educationa needs, demonsirated a good
understanding of the Blues chord sequence as they played it on keyboard, reading from
smple notation and chords symbols. Many pupils successfully used three or four notes of
the Blues scale to improvise a tune over the chords.

At Key Stage 3 pupils with specid educationa needs and pupils who have English as an
additiona language participate fully in lessons and make satisfactory progress overal. The
progress of a pupil with specid educational needsis less good &t GCSE level. Homework
isused effectively a Key Stage 3, for example, poems written by the pupils, partly during
lesson time and completed for homework, formed the stimulus for group compostions. The
use of poetry asastimulus for composing and the use of Key Words, for example in the
Blues display, effectively promote the development of literacy through music. Thereis
insufficient Snging in music lessons. However there is good qudity solo sSinging on the
recently recorded CD of the departments production Sadly Yet Madly. Information and
communication technology is not yet used to support the music curriculum a Key Stages 3.
Music is managed within the performing arts department and management systems and
procedures arein place. Priorities for improvement, such as the use of assessment,
chdlenging the more able and extending the range of extra-curricular activities have been
identified, but targets need to be more specific. The music subject leader effectively
manages the music department. However, the present focus on teaching, raising sandards,
securing good standards of behaviour and ways of working is entirely appropriate.
Schemes of work are being developed in line with nationd guiddines and the new
specifications for GCSE music. Assessment procedures arein place but now need to
become embedded into practice. A number of pupils have been identified as having a talent
for music but no specia plans are made to develop thair tlent. A range of instrumental
tuition is available in schooal, for example, keyboard, woodwind and brass and vocd tuition,
but access to thisis dependent on the ability to pay. A limited range of extra-curricular
music activitiesis on offer involving ardatively smal number of pupils. Music makesagood
contribution to pupils cultura development, including the opportunity to experience arange
of music, such as Bluesand Rock ‘n’ Roll, aswell as Classcd music and the music of other
cultures.
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Since the previous ingpection there have been congderable staffing issues and for one term
there was no music teaching. The music subject leader, gppointed 18 months ago, is
developing the department from alow starting point. However, overdl there has been
insufficient progress since the previous ingpection.

PHYS CAL EDUCATION

Overdl, the qudity of provison in physica educetion is satisfactory.

Strengths:

Standards achieved by GCSE pupils are good.

The mgority of teaching is good or better.
Thereisaclear Srategy for improvement.

Aresas for improvement

Standards, particular of boys at the age of 14.
Some unsatisfactory and poor teaching in Y ears 7-9.
Sdf review and monitoring of teeching and learning.

The use of assessment to inform the planning of lessons.
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By the end of Year 9, girls reach the expected standards in physica education but the
standards reached by boys are below average. Thisis supported by the teachers own
assessments at theend of Year 9.

For the last two years examination results of Year 11 pupils have been above or in line with
nationa expectations. For the last two years every pupil entered has achieved agrade A*-
G with no pupil achieving lower than agrade F. 64% and 50% respectively have achieved
the higher A*-C grades. Pupils who are entered for GCSE perform significantly better in
physical education when compared with the other subjects they study. Boysand girls atain
equaly well a GCSE. Thisis an excdlent improvement since the last ingpection. Thereis
insufficient evidence to make a judgement on the standard of core physical educetion at the
end of Key Stage 4.

By the end of Year 9 standardsin badminton are satisfactory but the standard of boys
footbal is poor and gymnastic activity is below average. However, the gppointment of
additiona specidist teachers and smdler classes have dready improved standardsin Years
7 and 8 of both boys and girls. In dance, Year 8 girls are able to perform quite complex
routines with a good range of exaggerated movements. They have a good understanding of
technical language and are dready achieving the level expected by the end of the key stage.
Girlsin Year 8 badminton are aso achievingwell. Boysin Years 7 and 8 are achieving
satisfactory sandardsin gymnastic activity and footbal, where they perform with effective
teamwork and are able to play competitively with asense of fair play. Overdl, pupilsin

Y ears 7-9 make satisfactory progress. Girls of dl abilities make at least satisfactory
progress. Higher ability boys make satisfactory progress but lower ability boys and some
pupils with special educationa needs, who are not supported by the student support team,
make unsatisfactory progress.
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The standard of theory work for GCSE is high. Pupils of al ability make good progress. In
Year 11 pupils demongtrate good knowledge of the benefits of sponsorship and are able to
apply their own knowledge to group discussons. Pupils are able to produce coursework
gudies of ahigh sandard. Two studies on the andlysis of performance in shot putt and
svimming were of a particularly high standard. Class work also reflects high stlandards of
presentation and pride in pupils work. It was not possible to observe standards of core
physical educationin Year 11 asthe only lesson during the ingpection was a recregtion
session at the loca sports centre. However, the standards seen in Year 10 are satisfactory
with some good girls badminton observed. The high numbers of pupils taking GCSE and
the standards they achieve has a very positive impact on the standards achieved by al pupils
in core lessons.

Teaching is good overdl throughout the school. In Y ears 7-9 teaching is good or very good
in the mgority of lessons. Teachers are al experienced speciaists with good subject
knowledge. Where teaching is very good, the lesson iswell planned, proceeds at pace with
good trangtion between activities. The teacher demonstrates good assessment knowledge
of the pupils and tasks are appropriately chalenging and progressive for dl pupils. Very
good relationships exist between teachers and classes, which helps pupils to learn and enjoy
the experience. Key words are displayed in dance to support learning. Good use is made
of the rewards system. In the two lessons where teaching is less than satisfactory this does
not apply and resultant poor behaviour is not managed well. In some lessons the behaviour
of boys s not managed well and thisimpacts on the learning of others. Opportunities for
pupils to plan or solve problems and self-eval uate are often missing.

InYears 10 and 11 dl the teaching is at least satisfactory. Most of the teaching is good or
very good, particularly for the GCSE groups. The teachers have very high expectations and
these are fully understood by the pupils. Good relationships are maintained. Lessons have
clear objectives. Teachers use arange of strategies and resources to simulate learning.
Very good useis made of theloca professona clubsin learning about sponsorship in Y ear
11. Wide ranges of resources are provided to support different learning styles and develop
thinking skillsin learning about the heart and exercise. Pupils are well aware of how they are
achieving and what they need to do to improve. Very good use is made of the GCSE pupils
to support teaching and learning in core physical education. Year 10 GCSE pupils lead
warm up activity and act as feeders to enable others to practise returning shots from the
back of the court. They are dso encouraged to practise their skill andysisin coaching their
peers.

Asaresult of effective srategies by teachers, in most lessons there is a co-operative
atmosphere for learning and pupils behaviour and attitude to learning is mainly good. Thisis
particularly good in dl girls lessons. Good relationships are observed in dl girls' lessons,
attendance and participation is good and pupils are well equipped with correct kit. Boysare
lesswell equipped dthough there are improvementsin Years 7 and 8. Some boys, and in
particular the lower ability boys, are less well motivated and the teaching does not aways
addresstheir needs. A large number of boys are excused from taking part with notes from
home.
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Leadership and management are satisfactory overdl but with significant recent improvement.
The school has invested in additional subject specidists and reduced class Szes. The newly
appointed subject leader has prioritised a strategy for improvement and thisis outlined in the
subject improvement plan. Thereisacdlear curriculum plan for theyear. A subject
handbook is being developed and a number of new policies are being introduced. Risk
asessment guidelines arein place. Some good new units of work have been devel oped, for
example persond fitness where pupils keep persond fitnessdiary. A full curriculum review
needs to be completed as identified in the improvement plan. Liaison with the feeder
schoolsis not well developed. A programme of salf-review and monitoring of teaching and
learning has been identified but not yet implemented. Assessment to inform curriculum
planning needs further development. Thereisacdlear, shared desire to further improve
physical education. Thereisvery good practice within the department but at present thisis
not cons stent

Extra-curricular sport offers opportunities for pupils of dl abilities. Girls' opportunities are
good and those for boys are satisfactory and improving. Thereisamixture of open club
and team practicesin activities such as netbal and basketbal as well asteams for hockey,
footbdl, tennis, rounders and athletics. School teams enter local and county competitions
extending the opportunity for the more able.

Facilities for physical education are satisfactory. Outdoor facilities are good. Indoor
fadilities are unstisfactory. Only one gymnasium means that the multi-use school hdl is
regularly used for lessons. Curriculum time is sometimes lost and thisimpacts on standards.
Changing facilities are sometimes not adequate for the number of pupils changing. The
classrooms used for theory lessons are in need of decoration and refurbishment.
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

The provison for religious education is satisfactory in Years 7-9 but unsatisfactory in Years 10
and 11 as statutory requirements are not met.

Str

engths
The new head of religious education shows dedication, energy and commitment and has, in a
relaively short period of time, re-established the subject and has raised its profile.
The non-speciaist saff that teach religious education, athough not specificaly trained in the
subject, provide a condgstent team who through discussion and continua support are developing
their expertise.
The attitude of most pupils towards the subject is very postive.

Areas for improvement

Meet the atutory requirements for religious education in Years 10 and 11.

Improve the resources and financid provison for religious education.

Extend opportunities for ‘learning from religion’ in order to develop pupils abilitiesto reflect on
their own beliefs and values.

Pupils knowledge and understanding of religions other than Chrigtianity.

Develop and extend the range of teaching strategies so asto actively engage the pupils and
enhance ther learning.

Develop differentiated tasks to extend the more able and support the less able.

177  Attanment on entry to Year 7 isdightly below expectations. Pupils make good progress so

that by the end of Year 9 the attainment of pupilsis broadly in line with loca expectations.
Thereis no religious education provision for pupilsin Years 10 and 11, consequently the
attainment of pupils by the age of 16 isbeow loca expectations. There are no recent
GCSE reaults or any other information available in order to assess standards againgt nationa
figures.

178 Most pupils have areasonable grasp of Chrigtianity. They are able to talk about Chrigtian

beliefs and practices like prayer, infant baptism and the Eucharist. They make use of
specidist vocabulary like confession, adoration, the Son of God and the resurrection and are
able to provide arudimentary explanation of their meaning. However, their knowledge and
understanding of other rdigious traditionsis less secure. Pupilsin Year 9 have some limited
knowledge of Hinduism asthisisthe rdigious tradition they have most recently studied but
their knowledge of other religious traditions like Judaism and Idam is sparse.

179  Some more able pupils show a sophigticated leve of rdigious understanding. For example,

one pupil in Year 9 understood that Hindu worship was closdly linked to the concept of
acquiring good karma. Also, when discussing issues many pupils show an ability to make
thoughtful judgements and identify reasons to support their view. For example, during a
discussion of the problem of evil while studying the holocaust one pupil in Year 7 argued,
“God made mankind in the world to keep it the same, o evil isdown to us.”

180 Ovedl teaching isgood. The ams of each lesson are usualy made known to the pupils and
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questions are well directed. Pupils are given clear ingtructions. Activities are well supported
by both visud aswell aswritten resources. Also, the time dlocated to each task is shrewdly
judged enabling pupils to complete what has been asked of them while avoiding prolonging
the activity so that pupils become digtracted. Good use is made of group work and thereis
evidence of other strategies like model making and discussion.

However, the focus of much of the work concentrates on ‘learning about religion’ and on
drategies that involve reading, writing, observing and listening. Opportunities for pupilsto
‘learn from religion’ do take place but they are insufficiently developed. Sometimes, asin the
case of adiscussion by pupilsin Y ear 8 talking about the rights and wrongs of those without
belief cdebrating religious festivas, the activity arises towards the end of the lesson when
timeisshort. Thisresultsin only alimited sharing of ideas and views, and no time, outside of
homework, for a thoughtful and carefully consdered writing activity. Insufficient useisaso
made of differentiated tasks to extend the more able or provide targeted support for the less
able.

The leadership and management of the subject are now good. In the two years prior to the
ingpection the department experienced difficultieswith long-term illness. This has resulted in
wesknesses in both the management and the teaching of the subject. Rdatively recently this
Stuation has been resolved with the gppointment of ateacher responsible for both religious
and also personal and socid education. Since that appointment good progress has been
made in re-establishing the status of the subject. Pupils are very well behaved, attentive and
take a genuine interest in the issues being explored. Resources are poor but very good use
ismade of whet littleis available. The work of the pupilsis marked regularly dthough a
great dedl of this marking encourages the pupils rather than formaly guides them. The non-
specidist teachers are very well supported by the subject leader. They respond positively to
advice, work well as ateam and are keen to develop their skills in the subject.

There has been no effective improvement in religious education since the previous
ingpection. However, this discounts the fact that due to the long-term illness of the previous
teacher responsible for the department, the subject suffered a substantia set back and has
now done well to recover that lost ground. The school, however, still does not meet
datutory requirementsin Years 10 and 11 thus preventing older pupils from continuing to
make progressin the subject.
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