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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children arrive eager to see what activities are planned for the session. The caring 
staff reassure younger children of the routine and ask children if they would like a 
cuddle. Children settle quickly to something that interests them. They are able to 
make choices and approach staff to ask for games or resources they can play and 
share with their friends. Activities and resources, that include crafts and board 
games, are arranged around the room to enable children to play in small groups. 
They have space to spread out and some children just enjoy chatting to their 
friends on mats on the floor. Staff register children as they arrive to ensure 
everyone is present and safe. Staff check all the children have something to do and 
are feeling good after their day in school. 

Children behave extremely well, they are kind and helpful to each other. For 
example, older children help to serve the younger children at snack time. The 
helpers take responsibility to ensure every child has had something to eat and 
drink. 

The club is inclusive. Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND) are well supported. Leaders use additional funding to provide extra staff to 
enable children to join in with the planned games and activities.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children enjoy their food at the club. They are encouraged to share their views 
and to be independent. For example, staff ask children to contribute their ideas 
for snack options. Children have access to jugs of water and choose cups and 
pour water for themselves. Snack time is a very social event in the club.

n Behaviour is very good. Staff frequently remind children of the club rules. For 
example, staff ask, 'What is rule number two?' and children respond quickly 
saying, 'kind hands' and describing what the rule means. Children take turns and 
share without adult support. They are respectful of each other and play well 
together in groups across all age ranges.

n Children's emotional well-being is supported. Staff get to know the children in 
their care well. Children can choose to sit and talk with friends and staff often 
join in their discussions about recent events, such as family birthdays or family 
trips. Children are supported to express themselves, for example they make 
cards and draw pictures to take home for family members.

n Parents say how happy their children are to attend this after-school club.  
Parents feel children are well cared for and safe, as any medical or dietary needs 
will be met by friendly staff. Parents say younger children become more 
confident as they are mixing with children from a range of different ages.
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n Leaders and managers complete daily health and safety checks. Any risks 
identified are swiftly dealt with through risk assessments, changes to practice 
and training. Maintenance and security are provided by the setting the club is 
based in. Planned activities are delivered to support and develop children's self-
awareness of keeping themselves safe. 

n Leaders and managers are enthusiastic about providing a wide range of fun 
activities and experiences for children to enjoy while at the after-school club. 
The provider has made links with members of the local authority's early years 
team, who have provided mentoring and training for staff. For example, activities 
are now presented in different ways, using mats and trays on the floor, as well 
as tabletops, to enable children to relax after a full day in school.

n Since the COVID-19 pandemic, recruitment of staff has been challenging. 
However, the club is now fully staffed with a permanent team. Leaders use 
robust safe recruitment procedures, to ensure staff suitability is checked. Staff 
share how ongoing training, along with opportunities for personal development, 
make them feel happy and supported in their work and valued within the 
organisation.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY550960

Local authority Havering

Inspection number 10334164

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

5 to 11

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 41

Name of registered person YMCA Thames Gateway

Registered person unique 
reference number RP521651

Telephone number 01708 745506

Date of previous inspection 6 July 2018

Information about this early years setting

Ymca Thames Gateway St Peters After School Club registered in 2017. It operates 
Monday to Friday from 3.15pm to 6pm, during term time. The provider employs 
four members of staff, two of whom hold relevant qualifications at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Bernie Dunne
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n Staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024

Inspection report: Ymca Thames Gateway St Peters After School Club
12 March 2024 6

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

