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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children are greeted warmly by staff as they arrive. They settle quickly into 
activities and socialise with their friends. Children have adjusted well to changes 
made due to the COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic. They understand the 
importance of how and where they play so that they can keep themselves safe. For 
example, children remind each other to sit with one chair between each of them.

Children behave well and interact positively with one another. They confidently 
share their opinions with staff and their friends. Staff praise children for their 
efforts, achievements, and positive behaviour. There are consistent boundaries and 
high expectations for children's behaviour.

Staff effectively promote children's safety and physical well-being and give them 
clear messages about the importance of keeping themselves safe and healthy. 
Children enthusiastically enjoy large team games and quieter activities where older 
children encourage younger children to take part. For example, older children 
explain the 'corner game' for newer children, by volunteering to act out the rules.

Leaders and managers value the importance of knowing each child as an individual. 
They communicate well with the parents and school to support each child to gain 
as much as possible from the group.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff organise a welcoming environment, which is relaxed and where children 
are free to choose from the activities available. This approach complements the 
children's day at school and children enjoy their time at the club. Staff plan a 
good range of activities around a variety of topics, such as the seasons, festivals 
and events that capture children's interests. For example, children learn about 
the importance of challenging discriminatory behaviours and the importance of 
valuing one another.

n Leaders, the manager and staff work well together and share the same vision. 
They have successfully addressed the actions raised at their last inspection. 
They have a clear understanding of their roles and responsibilities and 
communicate well to ensure each child is supported and included.

n The manager regularly updates staff's understanding of safeguarding and child 
protection issues. Recruitment and selection is robust to ensure all staff are 
suitable to fulfil their roles. Children benefit from staff's ongoing professional 
development opportunities.

n Staff are well qualified and experienced and know how children play and 
develop. They provide a stimulating environment that supports children's 
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interests. For example, children's creative work is proudly displayed around the 
room, which creates a real sense of ownership of the space for the children that 
attend.

n Staff make sure children are safe and effectively assess and minimise any risks 
indoors and outside. They encourage children to understand how to keep 
themselves safe and help them to identify potential risks for themselves. For 
example, children routinely use hand sanitiser and request tissues when they 
need to blow their nose.

n Successful partnerships with parents allow staff to effectively meet children's 
needs. Parents feel well informed about what is planned at the setting and how 
they can support their child. Leaders and managers encourage children and 
parents to share their views, for instance through questionnaires and discussion. 
This supports their decision making about how they can improve the setting.

n Staff are caring and approachable. They encourage children to develop essential 
social skills and this is reflected in children's positive and respectful behaviour. 
Children enjoy linking up with one another during activities, sharing ideas and 
playing collaboratively. They show good independence.

n Staff talk to children about keeping healthy and remind them about the 
importance of eating a healthy diet. Children make healthy choices as they 
select their toppings for their homemade pizza and regularly stop to drink water 
as they play.

n Children are sometimes left waiting too long, for example when waiting to 
complete their pizzas, and become distracted.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff have a good understanding of safeguarding. They are able 
to identify signs and symptoms of abuse, including wider safeguarding concerns 
such as the 'Prevent' duty. The environment is safe and secure as staff complete a 
daily risk assessment before children arrive. Leaders and manager ensure that staff 
are suitable and safe to work with children before recruitment. There are effective 
systems in place to supervise children and enable them to arrive and leave safely. 
For example, parents alert staff they are waiting outside. Staff then take children to 
their parents, to hand over safely. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY544061

Local authority London Borough of Waltham Forest 

Inspection number 10193109

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 33

Number of children on roll 40

Name of registered person YMCA St Paul's Group

Registered person unique 
reference number RP524773

Telephone number 02085094636

Date of previous inspection 19 November 2019

Information about this early years setting

YMCA Before And After School Club @ Handsworth Primary re-registered in 2017 
and is operated by YMCA St Paul's Group. The club is situated in Highams Park, in 
the London Borough of Waltham Forest. The club operates during term time only, 
Monday to Friday from 3.30pm to 6pm. It currently employs six members of staff, 
including the manager. Four of the staff hold an appropriate early years 
qualification.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Julia Crowley
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
(coronavirus) pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the 
pandemic with the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation 
of the setting.

n The inspector reviewed a small sample of club documentation, including policies 
and procedures and safeguarding arrangements. 

n The inspector gathered the views of the parents and included their contribution 
as part of the inspection.

n Staff spoke with the inspector at appropriate times throughout the inspection.
n Children spoke to the inspector about what opportunities they have at the 

setting and what it is like to attend.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2021

Inspection report: YMCA Before And After School Club @ Handsworth Primary
9 June 2021 6

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

