
Inspection of Woodside Children's 
Nursery
Woodside Childrens Nursery Ltd, 2-4 Hazel Grove, SLEAFORD, Lincolnshire NG34 
8BG

Inspection date: 25 March 2024

Overall effectiveness Inadequate

The quality of education Inadequate

Behaviour and attitudes Inadequate

Personal development Inadequate

Leadership and management Inadequate

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is inadequate

Children do not develop good attitudes to their learning. The quality of interaction 
that children receive from some members of staff and regular student volunteers is 
poor. Children become bored because the activities that staff provide do not hold 
their attention for long. Some staff focus their teaching too narrowly on a 
prescribed outcome, which limits children's opportunity to develop a broad set of 
knowledge and skills. For instance, pre-school children are provided with a picture 
of a chick that they must decorate with a fork dipped in paint. They can easily do 
this, and staff do not introduce any new learning for children to build on what they 
know and can already do. Student volunteers learn from staff's poor practice. They 
are not supervised well enough which means their poor interactions with children 
go unnoticed by the manager and staff.

Staff give children mixed messages about what is expected of them. For example, 
they persuade pre-school children to tidy away by offering them a sticker. Some 
children are rewarded without helping. This is confusing for all children involved.

Children's personal development is not well supported by staff. For example, staff 
do not consider children's privacy when they change their nappies. Children are 
changed on unhygienic, ripped changing mats in the corridor, or where other 
children are playing. Babies crawl close to a large bag of dirty nappies. Staff do not 
always consider how they can keep children safe while they sleep. Some babies 
sleep in baby bouncers, which compromises their posture and potentially their 
breathing. Staff lift resources over the heads of sleeping babies with the risk of 
items falling on their heads.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Unexpected changes have been made to the management structure of the 
nursery. The assistant manager is currently responsible for the day-to-day 
running of the provision. She is new to post and does not have an effective 
enough oversight of the nursery to make sure all requirements of the early years 
foundation stage are being met. At the time of inspection, Ofsted had not been 
informed about a significant event in relation to the leadership, which could 
affect the running of the nursery.

n Staff are not clear about what they want children to learn. The curriculum does 
not meet the individual learning needs of all children. Staff have not given 
enough thought to how they can adapt activities to make sure all children 
benefit and make progress. Furthermore, some activities that staff provide do 
not capture the interests of children. As a result, children are generally 
disengaged from learning and their behaviour deteriorates as a result. 

n Staff's teaching varies in quality across the nursery. For example, staff show 
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babies how to work their fingers to sprinkle rice, but children are ushered away 
from the activity before they are ready because staff want to tidy away. This 
means children are not able to independently practise these skills. The assistant 
manager does not identify and address poor practice swiftly enough because 
current performance management systems are not effective.

n The strategies that staff use to support children's behaviour are not effective or 
appropriate. Staff struggle to manage the range of different emotions and 
behaviours that children show. They say they 'bribe' older children with stickers. 
Staff tell children they will send them to the office if they do not do what is 
asked of them, implying this is something to fear. These are not appropriate 
ways of supporting children's development. 

n The systems in place for supervising student volunteers are not effective. The 
assistant manager fails to identify and address weaknesses in their practice. 
Student volunteers are not clear about what they can and cannot do in their 
role. A student volunteer is observed pulling babies away from activities and 
kissing them repeatedly around the face. This goes unnoticed by staff. Babies 
show reluctance to this interaction. 

n Staff do not follow the latest government safety guidance when they lay children 
down to sleep. Not all babies are placed in a suitable bed or cot. Staff allow 
some babies to sleep in a cradled baby bouncer, which means they cannot lie 
flat. This can impact on their physical development and breathing. Staff do not 
recognise the risks of lifting resources over the heads of sleeping babies. 

n The facilities and arrangements that staff use for changing children's nappies are 
not suitable or hygienic. Staff do not take all appropriate measures to promote 
children's dignity. They change children of all ages in view of their peers. Staff 
leave dirty nappies in reach of other children. The changing mats that staff use 
are damaged and internal foam is exposed, which means they cannot be 
properly cleaned and children are exposed to germs. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are not effective.

There is not an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage and 
Childcare Register the provider must:

Due date
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design and implement a curriculum 
across all areas of learning and 
development based on children's 
individual needs and interests

29/04/2024

embed effective performance 
management systems to raise the quality 
of education provided across the nursery 

29/04/2024

ensure staff use appropriate strategies to 
support and manage children's behaviour

29/04/2024

ensure that volunteers understand their 
roles and responsibilities and are 
properly supervised at all times

29/04/2024

ensure arrangements for nappy changing 
are safe and suitable for all children 

29/04/2024

ensure arrangements for sleeping 
children are in line with the latest 
government safety guidance.

29/04/2024
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY299627

Local authority Lincolnshire

Inspection number 10336256

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 50

Number of children on roll 50

Name of registered person Woodside Childrens Nursery Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP527655

Telephone number 01529 307500

Date of previous inspection 8 October 2018

Information about this early years setting

Woodside Children's Nursery registered in 2005. The nursery employs 10 members 
of childcare staff. Of these, five hold an appropriate early years qualification at level 
3 or above. The nursery opens Monday to Friday all year round, except for a week 
at Christmas and on bank holidays. Sessions are from 7am until 6pm and include a 
breakfast and after-school club. The nursery provides funded early education for 
two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Charlotte Whalley
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n We carried out this inspection as a result of a risk assessment, following 
information we received about the provider.

n The assistant manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all 
areas of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Children interacted with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity with the 

assistant manager.
n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their 

views
n The assistant manager provided the inspector with a sample of key 

documentation on request.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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