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The British Museum
•	The British Museum is a large national collection of objects from around the world. Objects on display date from ancient times to the present day.  
•	The Museum promotes an inclusive approach to its collections and aims to support use of the Museum galleries and facilities by all visitors in a manner which meets the needs of individual visitors.  

Galleries
•	There are over 50 public galleries across a lower, main and upper floor. 
•	All galleries are numbered and locations are shown on the free Museum map which is available in the Great Court.
•	Most galleries are fully accessible. Galleries with no lift or level access: Room 16: Bassai sculptures (Mezzanine), Room 20a: Greek vases. Room 69: Greek and Roman life (Mezzanine).
•	Objects are displayed in wall cases, free-standing cases and on plinths.
•	None of the objects in the galleries may be touched - except for a small number of objects which form part of the two touch tours for SEN students. Information on these touch tours is available from the reception desk in the Schools Lunch Room.
•	Groups may spend as long as they wish in a gallery and may move freely between different parts of the Museum at a pace which suits them.
•	Photographs of objects or your students may be taken in all galleries and public spaces at the Museum.

Charges
•	There is no charge for visiting the British Museum galleries.
•	There is no charge for using the facilities in the Schools Lunch Room.
•	There is usually a charge for attending a taught session.
•	School groups can book free tickets for special exhibitions.
•	There are a number of charging facilities at the Museum such as the public cafes and the Museum shops (including a children’s shop) which you may wish to use as part of your visit.



Booking a visit
•	Pre-booking is needed for a visit to the Museum.
•	Pre-booking is needed to ensure use of the School Lunch Room facilities.
•	Pre-booking should be done through the British Museum Ticket Team
	By post: Ticket Team, British Museum, Great Russell St, London. WC1B 3DG
	By telephone: 020 7323 8181
	By email: tickets@britishmuseum.org
•	Information on the specific requirements of your students should be given to the Ticket Team when you book. 

Taught sessions
•	The Museum offers taught sessions as part of the school programme for students attending a special school or Additional Resource Base. These workshops are specifically designed for students with an EHCP. Further information about these sessions can be found on the Learn pages of the Museum website.
 •	Students with an EHCP in mainstream schools are welcome to join their class in any school workshop or presentation. Please advise the Ticket Team of any specific needs when making your booking. On the day workshop staff will be happy to support students as appropriate to the delivery of the workshop such as ensuring the student is seated in a position best suited to their needs, wearing a microphone, allowing the accompanying adult to sit with the student and quietly explain activities and information on a one-to-one basis with the student. Further information about these sessions can be found on the Learn pages of the Museum website.

Museum staff
•	All museum teaching staff working with students during a pre-booked taught session are DBS checked.
•	There are Visitor Services and Security staff in all public spaces who can be approached for directions around the Museum, to report a lost child or to contact a Museum first-aider.




Traveling to the Museum
•	The Museum has two main entrances – one at the front on Great Russell Street and one at the back on Montague Place.
•	School mini-buses may park free of charge on the Museum forecourt for the duration of your visit. Telephone the Museum’s Ticket Team at least 24 hours before your visit on 020-7323-8181 to book a space.
•	Coaches can drop off and collect at the Museum’s Montague Place entrance.
•	The nearest London Underground stations are Tottenham Court Road, Holborn and Russell Square.
•	The following buses stop near the Museum
	1, 8,19, 25, 38, 55, 98 ,242 stop on New Oxford Street
14, 24, 29,73, 134, 390 stop on Tottenham Court Road (northbound) and Gower Street (southbound).
	59, 68, X68, 91, 168, 188 stop on Southampton Row.

Facilities at the Museum
•	Schools Lunch Room with long tables and fixed benches. 
•	Cloakroom facilities for coats, bags and lunch boxes in School Lunch Room.
•	Students’ toilets and an accessible toilet in the School Lunch Room. There are public toilets, including accessible toilets, in the Great Court. 
•	Refreshments available from Museum cafes (charges apply).













Specific access requirements
The British Museum can support specific access needs in the following ways:

Supporting students with mobility needs
· Access to the front door at the main entrance is via 12 steps with a handrail.
· There are two access lifts – one either side of the front steps.
· Access at the Montague Place entrance is flat.
· The Museum has three floors all fully accessible by lift.
· Where galleries contain steps an access lift is available between levels.
· There is free parking on the forecourt for access mini-buses.
· There are benches and fold-up stools in the Great Court. Seating is available in selected galleries and most special exhibitions.
· Groups can move through the Museum space at their own pace and spend as long as they wish in any particular area.
· Most galleries have quieter areas where it is possible for the group to spend some dwell time. 
· Please note that students may sit on the floor in quiet areas but please respect any requests from Visitor Services staff to keep through routes and fire exits clear. 
· All school workshop and presentation spaces in the Clore Centre for Education are accessible for wheelchair users if you have pre-booked one of these mainstream school sessions.

Supporting students with hearing needs
· Taught sessions for students attending a special school or Additional Resource Base. Further information is available on the Learn pages of the Museum website.
· A sensory map of the Museum is available at
britishmuseum.org/sites/default/files/2019-11/British-Museum-Sensory-Map-PDF-Download.pdf





Supporting students with visual needs
· Large print Museum maps are available from the Information Desk in the Great Court.
· Taught sessions for students attending a special school or an Additional Resource Base. Further information is available on the Learn pages of the Museum website.
· All gallery guides for schools can be downloaded from the Learn pages of the Museum website in Word format, enabling the teacher to adjust individual activity sheets to suit the needs of their students.
· A touch tour is available in the Egyptian Sculpture Gallery (Room 4) and the Parthenon sculptures (Room 18). You may borrow a Touch Tour booklet pack for these Rooms from the reception desk in the Schools Lunch Room on the day of your visit.
· Hands on desks offer an opportunity for students to handle objects from the Museum’s collection in selected galleries.
· A sensory map of the Museum is available at britishmuseum.org/sites/default/files/2019-11/British-Museum-Sensory-Map-PDF-Download.pdf

Supporting students with learning needs
· Taught sessions for students attending a special school or an Additional Resource Base. Further information is available on the Learn pages of the Museum website.
· [bookmark: _Hlk113630924]All gallery guides for schools can be downloaded from the Learn pages of the Museum website in Word format, enabling the teacher to adjust individual activity sheets to suit the needs of their students.

Supporting students with emotional/behavioural needs
· We are aware that students may need to take a break. Just ask the staff leading the session if you would like some time-out to sit quietly in the teaching space or move with the student/group to another space.
· We will always adhere to any behavioral strategies in place to support a student. Just let the staff leading the session know, we will always take our lead from you. We will at all times encourage students to show respect for themselves, others and Museum objects.
· A sensory map of the Museum is available at britishmuseum.org/sites/default/files/2019-11/British-Museum-Sensory-Map-PDF-Download.pdf

Supporting students with care needs
•	Line-feeding may be undertaken in all areas of the Museum, including the galleries, if a student needs to receive line hydration, nutrition or medication. 
•	We will always support a student’s right to privacy and dignity and we will always endeavor to provide the most suitable environment for a particular need. Just ask the Museum staff.
· There are students’ toilets and an accessible toilet in the School Lunch Room. There are public toilets, including an accessible toilet, in the Great Court. There is a bed available in the First Aid Room off the Schools Lunch Room which can be used for bed changing. Please ask the staff at the reception desk in the Schools Lunch Room on the day of your visit and they will be able to make the space available to you.
•	Participation in all SEN taught sessions can be tailored to the needs of all in the group. Just let the staff running the session know if there are any allergies which may affect involvement in a particular activity. We are happy for all surfaces and objects used in a session to be wiped with an antiseptic wipe.
•	There are trained first aid staff on duty in the Museum at all times to support any medical situations which might occur during your visit. These staff are able to call an ambulance on to the Museum forecourt if a student needs emergency medical support.

Booking to support your specific requirements
· Access parking: phone the Museum Ticket Team on 020-7323-8181 at least 24 hours in advance. Details of vehicle registration, vehicle make and model and driver’s name will be needed as part of the booking process. There is no charge and the vehicle may remain on site for the duration of the visit. Access vehicles which are being used by the school for drop-off and pick-up only can

be booked to come on and off site at specific times using the same telephone number.
· School Lunch Room: phone the Museum Ticket Team on 020-7323-8181 to book locker space and a 30 minute lunch slot. Please discuss any particular needs such as a longer lunch slot or a quieter space for line feeding with the staff when you book so that they can record your request.
· Taught session: phone the Museum Ticket Team on 020-7323-8181 to book a taught session. If you are booking an SEN taught handling workshop please tell the booking staff whether you are booking the ancient Egyptian, Roman Britain, ancient Greece, Vikings or Medieval Britain option for this workshop. This will also help them book you in to the correct galleries. 
· Discussing specific/complex individual or group needs: email on learning@britishmuseum.org if you would like to discuss how the Museum can best support the needs of your students. 






















Curriculum links
A visit to the British Museum can support learning in the following areas:

Personal development
Experiencing new places; moving around a space; responding to sounds, sights, smells and surfaces in the environment; finding out about other people; finding out about the wider world.

Communication 
Asking questions; answering questions; reflecting on personal experiences; identifying/reading writing in the environment; following instructions. 

Numeracy
Counting; looking for 2D shapes; looking for 3D shapes, size; measurement; telling the time; mathematical vocabulary – big, small, more, fewer, long, short. 

Creative development
Colours in the environment; objects made and decorated by other people; finding inspiration for one’s own work; different examples of a type of object – fabrics, pots, jewellery, human faces; art in a wide range of media. 

 Religious studies
 Ways in which different religions, past and present, represent their deities. 

History
Objects from a range of historical periods and from around the world; familiar and new historical cultures; comparing the past with life today.

Life skills
Booking a visit to the Museum; planning the journey; making a pack lunch; spending money in the shop; visiting an unfamiliar place; keeping safe in public space; organizing your time; asking directions (in the Museum); using a map to find your way around a building (free Museum map from Information Desk). 



Structuring your visit

Before the visit
· Introduce the students to the British Museum including specific vocabulary such as the word ‘gallery’ (a room in the museum with objects on display) or names for particular areas of the Museum such as ‘The Great Court’. 
· Look at the two introductory presentations about the Museum building and what happens during a school visit on the learn pages of the Museum website.
britishmuseum.org/learn/schools/access-and-sen
· Two walk through tours of the British Museum are available at
google.com/culturalinstitute/collection/the-british-museum
· Explain what they will be doing at the Museum and familiarise the students with any data collection techniques they will be using, such as drawing, taking photographs, writing notes, sharing thoughts with the group.
· If the students are taking part in a pre-booked SEN taught handling workshop there are notes on the back pages of the teacher support notes which can be shared with the students before the visit. 
· Create a visual timetable for the day.

During the visit
· The Museum has plenty of room for the group to gather at the start of the visit and throughout the day so that the students have the opportunity to give feedback, talk about how they are feeling and refresh their understanding of the tasks for the day. The group may wish to move around the Museum all together or in small group/pairs with an accompanying adult. 
· Tick off your visual timetable for the visit as the day progresses. 
· The Museum has benches and quieter spaces around the Museum building which can be used to take a break during time in the gallery. 

After the visit
· Plan follow up activities using the information collected during the visit, for example, a making activity inspired by Museum objects or sharing their experience with other students/parents. Information can be presented using writing, photographs, artwork, drama, spoken word, a mood board or sound.


Suggestions for visit themes

The Museum galleries can be used in many different ways. A few examples of themes which can be investigated during a visit are given below.

•	Experiencing new places – what is a museum, what is in a museum, what is it like to be inside a museum, what can I see/hear/touch/smell in the museum, who else is in the museum?

•	Buildings and their uses – what happens in a museum, why do people visit museums, what does a museum look like outside, what does a room in a museum look like, what different activities take place in a museum?

•	Now and then – how do we do something in the present (eating, travelling, wearing jewellery), what objects do we use, what words do we use to describe the activity, did they do this activity in the past, what objects did they use, are the objects the same as or different from the objects we use?

•	Museum maths – what shapes/colours/patterns can I see in the Museum, what can I find that is very big/small in the Museum, how many stairs up to the front door, how long are the galleries in footsteps, can I find an object which is taller than me? 

•	Museum words – what words do we use for the different parts of a museum, how would I describe the Museum, what writing can I spot at the Museum, what letters/numbers can I see at the Museum?

•	All around the world – what countries do the Museum objects come from, what objects from Africa/China/Britain can I see at the Museum, can I find objects from each of the continents in the Museum?

•	Museum animals – what animals can I spot at the Museum, how are the animals shown at the Museum (statues, paintings), how many lions can I find in the Museum, can I see animals standing/lying down/running?

Things to do at the British Museum

Below are a set of activity cards that can used to explore the Museum with your students. 

Some of the activities are subject specific, such as looking for colours and shapes, while others are more generic and can be used by any group as part of the Museum experience. Each card includes a specific core activity with additional suggestions of things to do/think about at the bottom. These additional suggestions are offered as activity enrichment and can be used as appropriate to the needs of the students.

Not all of the activity cards will be suitable for all SEN groups so please feel free to pick out the ones which will work best for your group, adapt an activity to suit the needs of your group or add in activities which you feel are more appropriate for your group. 

The cards can be printed out on card and handed out as a set of activities to the accompanying adults. They can be used in any order although some specify a particular gallery in which an activity needs to be completed. A free Museum map showing all the rooms and their numbers is available to pick up in the Great Court. Floor plans of the Museum can be found in the Visit section of the British Museum website at  britishmuseum.org/visit/museum-map

None of the activities require formal recording though you may like to take photographs of the students exploring the Museum or add in opportunities for the students to draw, or accompanying adults to scribe, as appropriate to any subject content covered in your visit and the skills of the students.






	
Sit down, close your eyes and listen.
What can you hear?

Find a quiet place in the Museum. What can you hear?
Find a noisy place in the Museum. What can you hear?
Stand in front of an object and decide what noise it would make - a ticking clock, a roaring lion, a tuneful musical instrument, a sloshing bucket.






	
Feeling tired? Sit on a bench and watch the world go by.
What can you see?

Look at the people going past. How are they moving – quickly, slowly, standing still, in a group, in a line, all alone?
Look around at the nearby objects. What sort of objects are they? Describe them – are they small, large, colourful, familiar, mysterious, shiny?
Sit and soak up the atmosphere. How do you feel now that you are inside the Museum – excited, surprised, worried, bored, curious?







	
Find the biggest object in the Museum.
Now find the smallest!

Find some objects that are bigger than you. Do they make you feel small?
Find some objects that are smaller than you. Do they make you feel big?
Can you find an object smaller than your hand? Imagine the object is sitting on your hand. What do you think it would feel like – heavy, light, hard, soft, rough, smooth, wobbly?





	
Clap your hands in the Great Court.
Listen for the echo.

Was it easy to hear the echo? Try again.
What other sounds can you hear in the Great Court?
Cover your ears – is it quieter?
Try covering only one ear at a time – does it sound the same on both sides?









	
Walk all the way around the Round Reading Room in the Great Court.
What do you see as you walk round?

Time yourself as you go round – how long did it take?
Try counting some of your steps. How far did you get after 20 steps?
What is happening in each corner of the Great Court?
Imagine you were at the cafe – what would you have to drink?
Pop in to the shop and have a look around. What would you buy?
Stop by each door and have a look through.




	
Find a flight of stairs and climb them. 
Phew!

Count the steps as you go up – how many were there?
Find some stairs to go down – is that easier?
Find a lift and take a journey up to the upper floor or down to the lower floor.
Imagine there was a big slide in the Museum – where do you think it should start and finish?








	
Go to Room 4.
Look for some lions.

What are the lions doing – lying down, standing up, roaring, sleeping?
Roar like an angry lion. Snore like a sleeping lion. Yawn like a lazy lion.
Find the pink granite lion lying down at the south end of Room 4. This is a touch object. Touch the lion’s back, face, tail and paws.






	
Go to Room 70.
Have your photograph taken with a Roman emperor.

The Roman emperor was very powerful. Each time you stand in front of an emperor you will need to bow down!
How many emperors can you find in this gallery?
The emperors are all trying to look very important. Try pulling some faces yourself. Can you look happy, sad, angry, tired, excited, shocked?
Stand like an emperor – can you stand really still like one of the statues?







	
Go to Room 1 and sit down by one of the cases.
Look at the objects in the case and point to your favourite object.

Look for the cases with animals. Which animal do you like best? Imagine you were stroking it. How would your hand move? Be sure to be gentle!
Look for some flowers. Have a sniff. Do they smell?
Can you find somewhere really dark in Room1? Now can you find somewhere really bright?





	
Go to Room 33.
Find an Indian statue and copy the pose.

Move around and look at some of the different Indian statues.
Stop in front of one and copy the pose. Now you look like the statue!
Look at the hands on the statues. Copy the shape of the hands with you hand. 
Move your hands so that they are dancing in the air.
You can have a go with your feet as well!








	
Go to the Great Court.
Trace some different shapes in the air with your finger.

Look up at the roof. What shapes have been used to make the roof? Try counting some of them.
Look down at the floor. What shapes can you see?
Look at the walls. What shapes can you see? Are they all the same size?





	
Go out on to the front colonnade.
Hug a column.

Wrap your arms around a column and give it a hug.
Ask everybody in the group to stand around the column and hold hands. Can you make a ring of people all the way around the column? 
Look up and up and up until you reach the top of the column.
How many columns can you see on the colonnade – you may need to go for a walk on the forecourt to see them all.
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Whiteboard presentations
These are available to download from the Access and SEN area of the Learn pages at britishmuseum.org/learn/schools/access-and-sen
· Look inside the British Museum
· What happens at the British Museum?
These presentations can be printed out and brought to the Museum as a visual reminder for students about the Museum building and what they will be doing during their visit.

Collections online
Objects from the British Museum can be seen online at britishmuseum.org/collection
Object images can be printed out and 
· used to familiarize students with the types of objects they will see at the Museum, 
· used to create a pack of treasure hunt cards to look for during the visit to the Museum, 
· cut in two and then stuck back together randomly to make mismatched objects, 
· glued in a small book to make an instant I spy resource for the Museum visit.
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